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Describing the Heart of the Divine

A large group of us recently finished reading the book, “The Language of 
God”.  While many of us were not necessarily in agreement with author 
and scientist Francis Collins’ understanding of God, the book raised good 
questions.  In particular, it required us to ask ourselves what we believe about 
how God acts in our world.  Does God just begin the evolutionary process, 
then sit back and watch processes unfold?  Is God a constant part of life’s 
natural, organic processes? and if so, how then do we interact with God?  Is 
God outside of nature (supernatural) and beyond time, even as our experience 
of God is within time and space because we are material beings?  

As you might expect, the discussions were lively and we didn’t come to any 
final conclusions.  We did, however, explore territory that provides much 
fruit for a Christian community like ours.  We are a progressive Christian 
community.  We are intentionally inclusive of people who hold widely varying 
beliefs about God, Jesus, and how God interacts with us. We welcome people 
“no matter who they are, or where they are on their journey” not only because 
we see that Jesus did so, but also because we have an idea that this kind of 
acceptance is the only way to be an authentic community that attempts to see 
life as it really is so that we can make a difference in the world.  Because of the 
diverse understandings we welcome and value at CCUCC, it helps when we 
begin to talk about what we hold in common.  

In a group such as our Science and Faith reading group, I am particularly 
aware that traditional language used to address God is inadequate.  Although 
I no longer use solely masculine pronouns and I attempt to vary my images 
for God, addressing a god we know must be far beyond a human person is 
difficult (to say the least).   As Kristine and I have often discussed, praying 
with a group that encompasses agnostics, people who have been raised as 
fairly traditional Christians, and even atheists is a challenge.  What we strive 
for is not just to satisfy one group or another, but to find what is common and 
real to us and then use a variety of images and ways of addressing that mystery 
we call God.  Sometimes we succeed, but mostly we strive toward that goal in 
fits and starts.  It is uncharted territory.

In the year to come, as contemporary people who strive to follow on an 
ancient path, may we continue to discover and express new aspects of the 
mystery of God with us.   

Holiest Mystery, 
Community of Love, 
Creator, Christ, Spirit, 
Three in One, 
you in Christ, 
Christ in us, 
and everywhere, Spirit, 
connecting, 
caressing, cajoling
us into the image of 
wholeness 
tattooed on the heart 
and the soul 
of every living thing.
 

 --from If Darwin 
Prayed: Prayers for 
Evolutionary Mystics 
by Bruce Sanguin

 

Blessings,
Chip



MIKE DENTON TO VISIT PULLMAN
Sunday, January 8

CCUCC is one church of 82 in the Pacific Northwest 
Conference of the United Church of Christ.  In our 
conference, we join with fellow UCC members from 
our geographic region to expand our reach and work 
for justice and inclusion on a wider scale.  As our 
Conference Minister, Rev. Mike Denton facilitates this 
work.  He also finds ways to bring the shared resources 
of the wider UCC to local churches.  In his work with 
churches from our region, as well as his interactions 
with the national setting of the United Church of 
Christ and other denominations, Mike has a unique 
perspective to offer about the state of the wider church.  

On Sunday, January 8, Mike will be with us during 
worship, as well as following worship to share his 
take on the many changes taking place in religious 
America and the effects those changes are having on 
local churches.  Please plan to stay after worship for 
this engaging presentation (including Q & A).  A light 
lunch and childcare will be provided. 

Nurturing Faith, Growing Community
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
This annual’s Children’s Christmas Program was 
a huge success.  The children did a wonderful job!           
I want to thank all the children who participated in 
the program.  It was a lot of fun getting to direct it and 
work with your talented children!  

Also, I want to thank Mary Wandschneider, Sue 
Kreikemeier, Sandy Evenson and Chip Laird for all of 
your help with the rehearsal.  If you forgot your cam-
era or are interested in the pictures from the program 
that I took, please let me know and I can make you a 
copy.   See a slideshow at pullmanucc.org!

TEACHER TRAINING FOR LC
Wednesday, January 11,  6-8 pm
Our Learning Community Teacher Training will be 
held on Wednesday, January 11th from 6:00-8:00 pm. 
Teachers who are planning on teaching for spring 
semester should try to attend this training.  We will be 
covering the curriculum, background check and plan-
ning teaching schedules.  A wonderful dinner will be 
provided by the Christian Education Board. 

Have a wonderful 2012!! 

-- Chandra Crow,  Learning Community Coordinator

MARK YOUR CALENDAR....
ANNUAL

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING

SUNDAY,  JANUARY 22
after worship

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE
SUNDAY,  JAN. 8

Please email to pullmanucc@frontier.com
Thank you!



Sowing Seeds of Justice & Peace

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
URGENT ACTION NETWORk
A CALL FOR LETTER WRITERS
If you would like to participate in our congregation’s 
monthly letter-writing to advocate for human rights 
on behalf of political prisoners, you may sign up on 
the AI list found on the bulletin board next to our 
elevator in the entryway.  It takes a small amount of 
time with the reward of knowing your effort is magni-
fied greatly as part of an international outcry against 
injustices in every corner of the world.

We receive news of a different case each month, usu-
ally during the third week.  Your work would usually 
take only a couple of hours in the month.  You would 
summarize the prisoner’s situation for the Sunday 
bulletin, write a letter following clear guidelines 
given by AI with each case, put it out for signing on 
the fourth Sunday, and mail it to the governmental 
officials noted in the guidelines.   The work of Am-
nesty International is non-partisan.   Its purpose is to 
eliminate the practice of torture and raise standards of 
political and judicial actions to respect human rights 
worldwide. 
Anyone with questions or interest may contact Mary 
Carloye, mcarloye@completebbs.com or 332-1620.
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FRIENDS OF HOSPICE
COMMUNITY

Grief SUPPORT Group
 

Wednesday Mornings 
9:00 am to 10:30 am

 January 11 thru February 29, 2012

Community Bible Church
Fireside Room

1185 W Fairview, Colfax

 
The loss may be recent 

or from a long time ago.

Gather with others in a safe, 
supportive environment

for care, compassion, and resources. 

This group will be facilitated by Bob Ingalls, Hospice Chaplain 
and Annie Pillers, Hospice Volunteer

Registering in advance is greatly appreciated.

To register and for more information, please contact

Annie Pillers at 509-595-1129 after 5 pm or email:  
griefsupport@palouse.com

www.friendsofhospice.net
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NEW SPONSORS SOUGHT FOR 
NICARAGUA SCHOLARSHIPS

For ten years our church has provided scholarships 
for impoverished high school and college students in 
northern Nicaragua who wouldn’t otherwise be able 
to attend school. Over 99.5% of donations go straight 
to the students. These scholarships pay for school fees, 
essential supplies, lunches, and transportation. This 
year we have sponsored 45 students but there are a 
number of others who wish to attend school and need 
support. $150 will fund a high school student for a 
year, and $250-$350 funds a college student, but any 
amount you can donate is valued and appreciated.  

Brady Hamilton, a former CCUCC youth group 
member, became a Peace Corps volunteer in 
Nicaragua. After completing his time in the Peace 
Corps and returning to the United States, he started 
this program in 2001 along with another volunteer, 
Jessica Neff. Now the program is run on that end 
by a young Nicaraguan woman, Elisa Ruiz, who 
worked with Jessica, and a local teacher from the US, 
Nola Nackerud.  The sponsors pay the Nicaraguan 
women a small stipend each year to select scholars 
and coordinate letter writing between the students 
and their U.S. sponsors. Janet Kendall coordinates the 
scholarships for our church. Additional information 
about the Nicaragua scholarship program is available 
at the church website: 
http://pullmanucc.org/ 
(scroll down to “categories” 
and select Nicaragua 
Scholars Program).

If you would be interested 
in providing a scholarship 
or funding, please call 
Janet at 509-432-3368 or 
email her at kendalljk@
roadrunner.com. These 
scholarships change lives!

CHURCH LANDSCAPING UPDATE
  by Monique Slipher

There have been questions and concerns lately about 
some of the trees outside the church building, so I’d 
like to keep folks updated periodically about what’s 
happening to take care of them and the other land-
scape plants on an ongoing basis.

As many of you know, the two “new” young trees out 
along the sidewalks (one by the parking lot and one 
beneath Kristine’s office window) were vandalized over 
Halloween weekend, sadly, and suffered severe root 
damage  I reset and restaked them more securely, but 
we will not really know until late next spring whether 
they’ve recovered and can keep growing--the winter 
will tell.   They were a donation (worth over $200) 
from the Browns when they left Pullman 1-1/2 years 
ago, and I planted them a year ago.  I also pruned 
back the large River Birch outside the narthex in late 

September so that the 
branches don’t hit the 
window, and Bill Kerr 
and I pruned the two 
large trees along the front 
of the building (Amur 
Maple and Flowering 
Plum).  I will trim back 
the sumacs along the 
parking lot (away from 

the sanctuary windows) also.  If anyone would like 
to donate perennials next spring from their garden, 
I’d like to add more to some spots in the front then; 
planting help/ideas are welcome too!

For those who wonder why I’m involved in the church 
landscaping department, there are two reasons: 

1)  When David Spencer wanted to retire from being 
in charge of the landscaping some years ago, he asked 
me if I’d take over for him--and having both the 
professional qualifications and the personal interest, 
I agreed.   Many other folks have done much of the
work since then as well, but I do feel a responsibility 
to keep an overall eye on the care and condition of our 
church landscape.

2)  I have been a professional horticulturist and land
scaper for nearly 30 years now, and in 2010 took a 
qualifying exam to be accepted into the International 
Society of Arboriculture as a Certified Arborist, which 
requires not only extensive prior experience/knowledge 
in tree biology and care, but a lot of continuing educa-
tion to stay certified.
I am always open to ideas, suggestions, etc. about the 
church gardens, and I do appreciate folks checking 
with me before taking on any pruning or digging up of 
plants.

Many thanks to all of you who have helped keep our 
grounds looking lovely over the years!

Windows into CCUCC Landscaping
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Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

THRIFT SHOP BOARD APPROVES 
DONATIONS TO CIVIC GROUPS

Part of the mission of the Thrift Shop is to help our 
community by contributing a portion of the proceeds 
to various organizations.  The amount is based on the 
Shop’s residual revenue beyond expenses.  A total of 
$3,500 was available from our 2011 sales.  The Board 
members met in December and made thoughtful 
decisions to split the amount amongst these 
organizations:  Backyard Harvest (wider community 
mission), Pullman Child Welfare and Community 
Action Center (local mission), Interfaith House 
(student mission), N-Sid-Sen (youth mission), United 
Way (combined charities mission), and Alternatives 
to Violence (social justice mission).  Our little store 
has wide impact on sustainability and social justice 
that goes far beyond the purpose of recycling.  With 
a shoestring budget, the store continues to offer high 
quality goods for low prices.  In addition, the Shop 
offers free goods to clients from various agencies who 
are unable to afford needed clothing and household 
goods.  Thanks to the generosity of our donors and 
volunteers, The Thrift Shop carries out its missions 
with gusto and joy.  If you wish to join us at sorting 
times or desk sales, please contact Nancy Mack, 
332-6252 or Jane Lear 332-0599.  Training for new 
workers will be set up soon.

THRIFT SHOP OPEN 
TWO SUNDAYS MONTHLY
January 8 - Proceeds to Youth Mission Trip
January 15 - Added shopping for the congregation
Come, shop, and know that you are recycling for the 
benefit of others.
We invite you to “friend” us on Facebook at Thrift 
Shop Pullman and get the latest info on what’s 
available in the Shop.    Phone: 334-6632

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES*
FOR JANUARY  

                            2     Ginny Hauser
    9     Ginny Neill
 16     kelly Laird
 19     Bobbie Ryder 
 20     Emma Laird
 22     Amy Roberson
 26     karl A. Boehmke 
 28     George Belt  

 

If you would like your birthday and/or anniversary 
listed, or if you have a correction, please contact 
Ruthie in the office at 509-332-6411 or email 

pullmanucc@frontier.com

Remembering Others

UPDATES NEEDED 
FOR 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY

If you haven’t let the church office know
about your new address, phone number or email, 
please get it to Ruthie in the office (332-6411) or 

pullmanucc@frontier.com

BY  JANUARY 9

Plans are underway to have an updated church 
directory available at the Annual Meeting

on Sunday, January 22.



CHURCH STAff
Senior PaStor:
rev. KriStine ZaKariSon
kristine@pullman.com

aSSociate PaStor:
rev. chiP Laird
chiplaird1@gmail.com

PariSh adminiStrator:
ruthie FiSher
pullmanucc@frontier.com
Lc coordinator:
chandra crow

organiSt/PianiSt:
Kathy SPencer

choir director:
SheiLa converSe

nurSery care:
   anneLiSe Smith &
   Sarah rabine

CONTACT US
509-332-6411   

pullmanucc@frontier.com
On the Web at:

www.pullmanucc.org

Community Congregational 
United Church of Christ
525 N.E. Campus Ave.
Pullman, WA  99163

Return Service 

Non-Profit Organ.
U.S.  Postage Paid

Pullman, WA
Permit No. 52
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DATES TO REMEMBER (see inside for details) 
   
January       8  Conf. Minister Michael Denton in worship and following
January     11  Learning Community Teacher Training & Dinner
January     16  Articles due for February Communicator
January     18  All Boards Meeting
January     16  Congregational Meeting - after worship

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Remember to visit our Thrift Shop
for the best bargains in town . . .
and spread the word to others!

Hours:
Tuesdays:  4:30 - 6:30 pm

Thursdays & Fridays:  12 noon - 4 

Open after church - 1st & 3rd Sundays


