
Nurturing Faith, 
         Growing Community, 
                      and Sowing Seeds of Justice and Peace on the Palouse 

Communicator                                 

Community Congregational United Church of Christ

Inside
Congregational Meeting Up-
date. . .  p. 2
Kathy Zavada . . .         p. 3
Faith In ... p. 4
In the Community. . . p. 5
Remembering Others. . p. 5
Dates to Remember. . . p. 6

,God is still speaking,
UNITED CHURCH
O F  C H R I S T

 November 2012

Dear Friends,

 Happy autumn.  It’s good to be back and in communication with you!  Just 
to fill you in briefly . . . We apologize for the “interruption in service” during the past 
few months.  As many of you know, our previous Parish Administrator, Ruthie, left 
last spring when her husband got a job in New Mexico.  At that time, we attempted 
to hire for her position but were unable to do so.  I left for my scheduled sabbatical 
near the end of May, which left Chip holding down the fort, with the able assistance 
of Ginny Hauser doing the bill paying, during the summer.  Many thanks to Chip 
and Ginny for keeping the church going and the bills paid during these three 
months (please take time to thank them – it wasn’t an easy job).  
 One of the things that we were not able to do with the diminished staff was 
to get a newsletter to all of you.  However, I am now back at work, and we have hired 
a wonderful new Parish Administrator, Trina Avilez, who started in early October.  
We invite you to stop by and say hello as she becomes part of our church family and 
learns the ins and outs of CCUCC.  One of our early priorities has been getting a 
newsletter out to all of you, so that we can fill you in on what’s happening around 
here – it’s a busy time of year.
 Thanks also needs to go to the many who helped shape and lead our first 
“Faith In” Service.  With the support of the deacons, and after discussion at our Fall 
Retreat, we are trying something new.  On the last Sunday of every month, we have 
a very brief gathering here at the church, and then we go to various sites around 
Pullman to perform an hour of service in our community.  One of the ongoing sites 
will be a hymn sing and prayer time at Bishop Place.  For our first “Faith In” gather-
ing, over forty residents of Bishop Place gathered with around twenty members of 
the congregation and had a great time.  We invite any members of the congregation 
who are looking for a more “traditional” worship experience on the last Sunday of 
the month to head on over to the Social Hall of the Bishop Place Independent 
Living area at 10:45 to join the gathering.  
 In addition to Bishop Place, other groups from the congregation gleaned 
fruit for Backyard Harvest, which went to local food banks, made school kits for 
Church World Service (here at the church), and went over to Pullman High School 
to help weed and bring the Vic Moore Sculpture Garden to further realization.  
Around ninety members and friends of the congregation participated, and I would 
say we had a wonderful time getting to know one another in the way you only can 
through doing service together, as well as having the opportunity to enact our faith 
through service. 
 “Faith In” is a good lead in to thinking together about Stewardship.  This is 
a season when we are invited to consider how we will contribute financially to the 
church, and, I would say as importantly, how we are able to contribute some time to 
help keep the church community thriving.  You will be hearing more about this as 
the weeks go on, but I invite you to consider pledging to help keep our community 
doing the many things we do that make a difference in the lives of others.  

“Hope begins in the dark, the 
stubborn hope that if you just 
show up and try to do the right 
thing, the dawn will come. You 
wait and watch and work:  you 
don’t give up.”

              ~Anne Lamott
   

   



     Other ways to make a contribution would be to 
sign up to be a worship leader, an usher, or to bring 
refreshments, to say “yes” if you are invited to be on 
a church board or committee, to volunteer to help 
lead at a site on a “Faith In” Sunday, or to consider 
signing up to be part of our lay visitation program (we 
are looking for volunteers who will make a commit-
ment to make a friendly visit to one member of our 
congregation 4 times a year, so that our members who 
are not able to make it to church feel connected to the 
community). 
     For others in our community, the way to contribute 
is to be a receiver – to let it be known that you are 
lonely and would welcome a visit from a fellow church 
member, or that you need a ride or some assistance to 
get to church, or even could use a meal at your home.
Stewardship is ultimately about creating community 
through both giving (as we are able) and also receiving 
(as we need to) from each other.  It’s what makes us a 
church together.  We invite you to find the way to be 
a part of this giving and receiving cycle that is right 
for your life situation, and to be the body of Christ 
together.
Blessings,
Kristine

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
UPDATE-On Sunday, October 14, CCUCC 
members and friends met to discuss and vote on 
how our efforts, energy, and resources will be focused 
and spent in the coming year.  We talked about 
the goals of the 2013 Budget, we voted to become 
a host congregation as part of the Family Promise 
organization, and we voted to formally support 
the Approve R74 Campaign (Freedom to Marry).  
People asked great clarifying questions and were very 
respectful as we all sought to affirm not only good 
ideas and programs, but those which we could make a 
commitment to with integrity.

The 2013 Budget-Carl Hauser, chair of the Ways 
and Means Committee, talked about the changes in 
the budget for the coming year, recounting the rather 
dire situation we thought we were in last year which 
then turned around and became a surplus due to 
everyone’s generosity.  Carl was optimistic about the 
possibilities for what we can do in the coming year 
with good participation from everyone (no pledge is 
too small!)  The desire of the committee is to move 
staff salaries closer to UCC Conference guidelines 
on the basis of a forthcoming recommendation from 
the Personnel Committee (as salaries have not been 
increased for many years).

Host Congregation for Family Promise-We 
enthusiastically voted to become a host congregation 
as part of Family Promise’s program to support home-
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less families called Interfaith Hospitality Network.  

As a host congregation, we will host up to 12 people 
overnight approximately 4 weeks out of the year on a 
schedule to be determined.  We’ll organize and host 
meals during that week with the help of Carol Spurl-
ing.  With the help of Gary and Sue Schell, we’ll 
coordinate volunteers to be here in the evening and 
morning (1 male and 1 female will stay overnight each 
night).  Other churches and community members will 
also volunteer and be here with us, but this is a great 
opportunity to serve families that can use our help!  At 
the current time, our Palouse Family Promise orga-
nization is still being built.  Here is an update from 
Bruce Pittman about their timeline:  

“We are pleased to announce that 11 congregations 
have committed to being host congregations and 
we are in conversation with at least two other
congregations to be host congregations. We are 
talking with several agents about a possible day 
center but no commitments have been made. The 
Family Promise Board of Directors is growing with 
the addition of individuals to lead fund raising and 
promotion activities.  We are making progress and 
we will begin serving families with children once 
we have appropriate funding, partnerships and 
structure in place.” 

 
If anyone has ideas about a Pullman or Moscow 
building that could be used as a day center, please let 
Gary, Sue, or the church office know and we’ll get the 
suggestion to Bruce.

For more information about Family Promise, visit the 
national website at www.familypromise.org and look 
for informational handouts in the church narthex.

Referendum 74 Support-Our congregation voted 
to support the campaign to approve R74, which al-
lows the legislation our state government passed to go 
into effect, allowing any couple to marry legally in the 
state of Washington.  It is a natural outgrowth of our 
longtime stance as an Open and Affirming congrega-
tion.  The result of our formal, public support is at least 
threefold:  a banner on our church stating that “People 
of Faith Approve R74”; our logo placed on the Wash-
ington United for Marriage website (http://wash-
ingtonunitedformarriage.org/category/coalition/faith/ 
) as a supportive faith community (check out that site 
and see how many UCC congregations are formally 
supportive!); and the powerful short-circuiting of the 
assumption that all Christians disapprove of marriage 
equality.
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let her know.  We will develop a mailing list so that we 
are able to make a postcard to send out to you.  Our 
goal is to get to the point where no one says : “Darn!  I 
didn’t know that was happening!  I would have liked to 
participate . . .”

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, December 2, 2013
Please plan to stay briefly following worship to discuss 
and approve the 2013 budget.  

LEARNING COMMUNITY
We have transitioned to Fall and now have all of our 
teachers and classrooms in place. Thank you to all 
of those who have volunteered their time to teach 
Learning Community.

Nursery:  Annalise & Chandra
Preschool:  Mary W. & Sue K.
Elementary: Manon Y. & Kym D. (Oct.), Cory & 
Monica J. (Nov.), Carol S. (Dec.), Francis C ( Jan.)
Middle School:  Ace C. & Carol S. (Oct.),  
Monique S. & Jon C. (Nov.), Kelly L. (Dec.)
High School: Jonathan Bliss

Faith-In Sundays Chandra will have activities 
available downstairs for nursery and preschool kids 
who are staying here while parents participate in 
off-site service projects.

LOOKING AHEAD TO ADVENT AND 
CHRISTMAS
December 2-- Advent Workshop
December 16-- Learning Community 
Christmas Program
The Christian Education Board will be hosting 
another Advent Workshop on December 2nd after 
worship. All are welcome to come and participate.

OUT TO LUNCH BUNCH
The Out to Lunch Bunch gets together every second 
Sunday of the month, unless there is something else 
on the church calendar.  You sign up on the white 
board when you come into church.  After church, 
check with Norris Holstad to see which group you 
are in.  Each group gets together in the Narthex and 
decides where they want to eat.  Plan on signing up 
next month and have a great time getting to know 
others in our congregation and getting together with 
friends.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
We are looking for someone who would assist Roger 
Chapman with coordinating our annual Christmas 
Dinner this year, with the idea that they would 
coordinate the dinner next year.  If you are interested 
in this opportunity please let either the church office, 
or a member of the Board of Deacons, know.  Thanks!

CONCERT WITH KATHY ZAVADA
Friday, October 26, 2012
7:00 p.m.

You are invited to a joyful 
concert featuring Kathy Zavada, 
a celebrated singer, pianist, and 
composer of sacred music.  She’ll 
share from her new CD, Chants to 
Awaken,  as well as from 9 other 
CDs. 
Kathy Zavada is a nationally known performing 
artist of inspirational music whose recordings have 
been on Amazon.com’s 10 best CD lists. She is also 
an ordained Interfaith Minister. Her music and 
message are celebrated for their transformation of 
consciousness, ability to touch the heart, and hopeful 
message of love. Her music is downloaded from 
iTunes to every corner of the planet.

“Fortunately, music is something that is universally 
appealing and most inspiring when it invokes our innately 
kind and loving nature. The songs I write are with this 
intention.”          —Kathy Zavada

CHANTING AND MEDITATION 
WORKSHOP-Saturday, Oct. 27, 10:30 -12:30pm 
Kathy Zavada will also be leading a chanting and 
meditation workshop on Saturday here at the church.  
Suggested donation is $15.00, but don’t let the cost 
keep you away!

KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH CCUCC
Beyond the newsletter, there are several more oppor-
tunities to be in regular touch with the church.  If you 
would like to be reminded of Faith In Sundays, read 
about other issues and events in our community, be 
in touch with other members and friends, and gener-
ally receive reminders and information that is relevant, 
please consider becoming a part of one of the follow-
ing computer-related venues.  You could subscribe to 
the church web site,pullmanucc.org.  If you go to the 
website and subscribe, you will be notified via your 
email when it is updated.  If you are a Facebook user, 
we encourage you to ask to join the Pullman UCC 
Facebook page.  Because of the nature of Facebook, 
that is an easy venue to keep you regularly in contact 
with others in our community.  We maintain a church 
member/friend email list that is used to send out 
important updates, and you can send an email to pull-
manucc@frontier.com to ask to be placed on that
email list.  Finally, if you are not a computer user at 
all, but would like to receive a post card notifying you 
of relevant information between newsletters, please 
contact the Trina in the church office (332 - 6411) and 



BECOME A VISITOR, MAKING 
SOMEONE’S DAY A BIT BRIGHTER!  
We are looking for members and friends of the 
congregation who would be willing to commit for 
one year to visit a member of our community four 
times a year.  These are mostly elderly members who 
are not always able to make it to church, or others 
who are ill and would like a friendly visit.  This is 
one way we can be sure that people aren’t feeling 
isolated in our community.  If you are willing to be a 
part of this program, please contact the church office 
(332 -6411) or send an email to Kristine (kristine@
pullman.com) or the church office (pullmanucc@
frontier.com).  

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH
Senior High Learning Community is off to a fine 
start,  with a little different dynamic now that 
Jonny and Leda have left for college!   A couple 
of memorable lessons include (a) watching and 
analyzing the choice of Biblical passages used 
at recent political conventions (b) watching and 
discussing a TED video about experiments with 
primates in the area of “fairness”, and what that 
might imply with respect to the Golden Rule.  
Soon we’ll be revisiting the 50% death rate of the 
first winter at Plymouth, one of Jonathan’s favorite 
Thanksgiving lessons! 
   We have also launched a SAT preparation / 
College exploration group, which is open to the 
community.  This is meant to augment resources 
available elsewhere, and draw on the experience 
/ expertise / observations of other families in the 
college-application and selection process.   We 
are looking for volunteers in areas including (a) 
review of subject material for test preparation 
(b) reading/critiquing SAT writing test and/or 
college application essays.   We are also looking 
for volunteers to expound on their experiences as 
students and/or parents in the college search process, 
and volunteers to host visits to labs, offices, farms, 
etc ... settings where insights into possible life 
trajectories might be gleaned.

PARKING ON SUNDAYS:
It has been pointed out that we are again at the time 
of year when parking is very tight in our lot.  It’s not 
really big enough to handle the size of our congre-
gation, when we are in “full swing” and a few weeks 
ago, several elderly members went home because 
they drove here but were unable to find parking.  So 
are asking/inviting you to carpool when possible, and, 
if you are younger and able to walk a bit further, to take 
a drive around the neighborhood to see if you can find 
street parking that might be a bit further away.  Fi-
nally, if you have a WSU parking permit that allows 
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you to park in the lot next to the president’s house, 
please use it early and often!  If you would like a ride 
to church and are willing to carpool, or if you are a 
driver who is willing to drive others, let us know in 
the church office.  We can keep a list of “drivers” and 
“ride acceptors” and match you up, based upon when 
you come and go.  Finally, if you arrive and the lot is 
full, it is sometimes necessary to park behind others 
in the lot.  The main thing to do in this case is to be 
sure and come back out right after church and move 
your car so that others can leave!  We will try to have 
a member of the congregation out there to help with 
the parking lot on these full days.  Thanks for your 
patience and willingness to drive together!

 

Sunday, October 28, 2012
Don’t miss the second of our “Faith, In” service 
Sundays.  We’ll come togther at 10:30 am for a very 
brief song, prayer, and sending forth, then we’ll join 
in a number of worthwhile ways to serve others.  
This a great time to invite a friend to come and get 
to know us!  We plan to be done around noon, but 
some of the projects may take a bit more time.
October 28 Projects  
--Bishop Place Sing-a-long.  Carpool from the 
church at 10:45 or just go right to Bishop Place 
Independent Living Social Room
--Leaf Raking (weather permitting.  We’ll do it 
unless it is really raining or snowing alot). Bring a 
rake or two if you have them!
--Making and Taking We’ll make some meals here 
at the church, create portions, and deliver them to 
people we know would appreciate it!
-- Card Making (to go with the meals, and more)
-- Knitting scarves and hats to donate.  (ongoing)
-- School Kits (finishing these and readying to 
send), and if more of us need to be inside because 
of weather, bottle cap sorting for our Peace Mosiac 
project.

Don’t Forget:  dress appropriately for the project you 
choose.  We welcome everyone’s ideas about projects, 
and your willingness to help organize them!   

FAREWELL TO JANE AND ERICH
Sunday, November 11, 2-4 pm
Come say goodbye to Jane and Erich Lear.  Jane 
is retiring early and these dear people are moving 
to the other side of the state to be near Ada (and 
their daughters, of course).  To say we’ll miss 
them is an understatement!



  Janet Kendall coordinates the scholarships for our 
church.  If you would be interested in providing a 
scholarship or funding, please call Janet at 509-432-
3368 or email her at kendalljk@roadrunner.com. These 
scholarships change lives!
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INTERNATIONAL FRIENDS & 
FAMILY PROGRAM
WSU International Programs is looking for Families 
willing to spend a few hours a month getting to know 
International students. This is a great opportunity 
to learn about other cultures and to help an 
Internatioanl Student feel welcome.
    To sign up and submit the online family application go 
to: http://tinyurl.com/8ho69lg
    For additional information e-mail:
friends.and.family@wsu.edu  or Call: 509-335-4223

13th ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FAIR 
TRADE SALE
Friday, November 2, 5-7pm  Sneak Preview and 
20% discount for volunteers
Saturday, November 3, 9-5pm
Sunday, November 4, noon-4pm
It’s time for the 13th Annual International Fair Trade 
Sale in conjunction with Singing Shaman Traders.  
Doing some early holiday shopping here will support 
a fair wage for artists and artisans living around the 
world.  Roger and Nancy, of Singing Shaman Traders 
are still seeking several volunteers to help, so sign up 
on the sheet in the narthex or contact Judy Dunn.  
All volunteers will get a 20% discount and first shot 
at shopping at a special wine and cheese gala evening 
Friday, November 2-the night before the sale. 
 
Volunteers will help with a variety of tasks including 
uploading and loading items (before and after event, 
roughly 45 minutes) cashiers, general floor help, 
kitchen help, and sign distribution--getting the word 
out around town that we’re coming!  Please tell your 
friends and family. 

OUR CHURCH SUPPORTS 
NICARAGUA STUDENTS. NEW 
SCHOLARSHIPS WELCOMED
  This year our church is providing scholarships to 
more than 40 impoverished high school and college 
students in northern Nicaragua who wouldn’t 
otherwise be able to attend school. Over 99.5% of 
donations go straight to the students.  Students and 
their sponsors exchange letters several times each 
year.  
  New sponsors to provide scholarships are welcome 
any time of the year. $150 will fund a high school 
student for a year, and $250-$350 funds a college 
student, but any amount you can donate is valued 
and appreciated.  Additional information about the 
Nicaragua scholarship program is available at the 
church website: www.pullmanucc.org (scroll down to 
“categories” and select Nicaragua Scholars Program). 

Birthdays and Anniversaries* in Oct:
1      Jasmine L. Boehmke
1      Ruthie Fisher
3      Graham Laird
4      Jillian McLean
7      James Stanton
 8     Helen Belt
 8     Sheila Watkins
11    Steve Patton
14    *Julie & James Stanton (2000)
16    Spencer Stanton
28    Alice Kramer
29    Stephen Holstad

Birthdays and Anniversaries* in Nov:
3     Ronda McLean
4    *Bruce & Barbara Palmer
8      Kayla Worthey
11    Reed Spurling
12    Muriel Lamb
14    Norris Holstad
23    Kym Dye
25    Herb Hil
25    Lee Bamesberger
29    Tyler Matthew Patton

Remembering Others

In the Community

Thanks: to Sue Schell for updating contact information 
to be used in a new church directory!  (as always, if your 
info changes, let the church office know)
     to Ginni Hauser for stepping in and taking over the 
bill paying while we were without a Parish Administra-
tor, and for training Trina!  It was a big help!  
     to Monica Peters and Sue Schell for organizing and 
cleaning out the church kitchens!  Let’s help them stay 
that way by putting things away as labelled!  (Ok, Gary 
Schell gets an honorable mention here)
    to Jane Lear for years of singing and serving in all 
kinds of ways!
     to Alice Kramer for trimming, weeding, and sweeping 
around the church all the time!
     to everyone else who puts in bits of extra time to help 

Thank you, Thank you!
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CHURCH STAff
Senior PaStor:
rev. KriStine ZaKariSon
kristine@pullman.com
aSSociate PaStor:
rev. chiP Laird
chiplaird1@gmail.com

PariSh adminiStrator:
trina G. aviLeZ
pullmanucc@frontier.com
Lc coordinator:
chandra crow

orGaniSt/PianiSt:
Kathy SPencer

choir director:
SheiLa converSe

nurSery care: 
   anneLiSe Smith

CONTACT US
509-332-6411   

pullmanucc@frontier.com
On the Web at:

www.pullmanucc.org
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Dates to Remember (see inside for details)
 

November 3,4 Fair Trade Craft Sale
November 11 Farewell to Jane & Erich Lear, 2-4pm Fellowship Hall
 Please return pledge cards by today
December 2  Congregational Meeting, Advent Workshop &    
 homemade soup/bread;
December 8  God’s Harmony Christmas Program/Reception
December 9  Choir Christmas presentation & Christmas dinner
December 16  Learning Community Christmas Program

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Remember to visit our Thrift Shop
for the best bargains in town . . .
and spread the word to others!

Hours:
Tuesdays:  4:30 - 6:30 pm

Thursdays & fridays:  12 noon - 4 pm

525 N.E. Campus Ave.
Pullman, WA  99163

Return Service Requested

community congregational

united church 
o f c h r i s t


