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Dear Friends,

It’s taking a bit of mental shifting to write an Advent/Christmas letter to you when 
it’s a warmish autumn day, the leaves falling outside, the stewardship drive in its final 
week, and the Apple Cup still an optimistic hope that’s almost 3 weeks away!  These 
are signs, in my Pullman/CCUCC rhythm, that it’s still fall, and I admit that I’m 
resisting turning my focus away from this season of thanks, and toward the season 
of new beginnings (Advent is the liturgical season that heralds the beginning of the 
new year in the life of the church).  It makes me feel a bit like the stores that begin 
pushing Christmas when we haven’t even eaten up all of the Halloween candy yet 
(okay, maybe we have already eaten all of the Halloween candy!).

And yet, Advent is decidedly not a time that is about reminding us how many 
shopping days are left until Christmas.  It’s true that there have been some attempts 
to turn even Advent into a commercialized count down.  The company Playmobil 
comes out with a new Advent “calendar” every year which consists of a series of 
plastic toy figures -- you open up a box a day and create a scene.  There are some 
that make sense to me, like the nativity scene and even Santa’s workshop, but I was 
mystified to realize that they have a Playmobil Advent calendar with a “Princess 
Wedding” theme, a “Pirate” theme, and, perhaps the greatest stretch for me, the 
“Police Raid” themed Advent calendar (I’m not kidding!).  Nothing says “Advent” 
like a police raid, complete with police attack dogs to add to the scene.  It does make 
me wonder if, in the name of commercialism, we’ve truly lost our minds, or at least 
our souls.

So, my simple prayer for you this Advent is that you allow it to be the quiet, 
reflective time that it is meant to be.  This really isn’t simple at all. To create a quiet 
reflective space during this season, you will have to plan ahead, carve out the time, 
and hold it sacred – gently prioritize and guard it.  Advent invites us to contemplate 
how we begin again, and how we create the space and room for God to again be 
born into our lives.  It prepares us to celebrate the birth of Jesus – the spirit of God 
incarnated and entering, once again, into all of the beautiful, messy, and tragic places 
in our world.  My own conclusion is that it is challenging for God to be born – and 
for us to recognize the birth – if we aren’t intentional about creating space for this 
to occur.  If it’s “one more thing” that we attempt to add into our already full lives, it 
tends not to happen, and we find ourselves arriving at Christmas feeling weary and 
vaguely (or keenly) dissatisfied. 

As of today, our hope here in the office is that you will have this newsletter in your 
hands (or on your screens) in plenty of time to prepare for the observance of Advent.  
Take the time.  Join one of our Advent daily reflection groups.  One is via Facebook, 
called Words for the Journey at Pullman UCC – just go onto Facebook, search for 
it, and ask to join. The other is via an email list serve.  Join us for our weekly Artist 
Trading Card Advent Group (more in this newsletter!).  Create a quiet space.  Take 
time to look for the signs that the Sacred is being born, right into the midst of your 
daily life.  Take even more time to experience wonder about this beautiful reality.  
Take even a little bit more time to give thanks. 

May this be a meaning-filled and beauty-filled season,
Kristine

“Standing at the threshold of 
another Advent, we hear the 
invitation of Christ:  “Come 
away to a deserted place 
and rest awhile.”  And so 
we begin our season of 

growth and expectation . . . 
This Advent, choose some 

time for silence.  Make 
space within yourself to 

grow large with the abun-
dance of God’s favor.  Make 
this a time to fill your lungs 
deeply with God, so that you 
can breathe Christ into the 

world.” 
– Thomas Hoffman

   



WORDS FOR THE JOURNEY, ADVENT 

Would you like to make Advent and Christmas more 
meaningful?  Then we invite you to join one of two 
on-line groups for Advent reflection and sharing. How 
do you do it?  It’s easy!  Here are the steps:
 1.  Join the Facebook Group (on Facebook, 
search Words for the Journey at Pullman UCC and 
ask to join) or join the email list serve (contact Donna 
Slusser at quilterd@pullman.com).
 2.  Beginning Dec. 2nd (the first day of 
Advent), you will receive a morning “word,” “thought 
for the day,” and image.  You will be invited to share 
your reflections with the group during the day.  Each 
evening, you will receive an additional “quote for the 
day” related to the theme.
 3.  Additional Advent reflection via art:  Begin-
ning on Monday, November 26th, at 2:00pm. Join 
Kristine and Chip every week on Monday’s at 2:00pm 
for an hour (or so) of creating “Artist Trading Cards” 
focused on the Advent themes coming up for the 
week.  These are small cards, the size of small playing 
cards, that you collage, paint, color, as you reflect upon 
the themes.  For some of us, art and the creativity it 
fosters is an opportunity to reflect more deeply upon 
our spirituality.  We hope you are able to join us for 
any of these days during Advent!

ADVENT WORKSHOP: 
Sunday, December 2	
The Christian Education Board will be hosting 
another Advent Workshop on December 2nd after 
worship. All are welcome to come and participate.

CHOIR CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:
Sunday, December 9
This year, Sheila Converse, Kathy Spencer and the 
CCUCC Choir have a very special Christmas Choral 
presentation to share with us.  I Hear the Prophet 
Callin’ by Pepper Choplin calls upon various folk 
styles - Appalachian, Latin, Irish, Cajun and Early 
American- to tell the Christmas story.  As Choplin 
says “Something stirs within my soul when I hear their 
timeless rhythms, harmonies and melodies.  It seems a 
natural fit to pair this authentic and sometimes earthy 
music with the true story of the Gospel.”

The choral sections are interspersed with short solos 
that will be sung by Anjuli Dodhia, Jenny Danvers, 
Ryan Timm and Connor Wolcott, our college section 
leaders.  Kathy Spencer’s piano accompaniment will be 
enhanced by fiddle, mandolin and guitar parts created 
by Richard Kriehn and Paul Smith.

Hope you will join us, and don’t forget the Annual 
Christmas Dinner follows!

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER: 
Sunday, December 9
Mark your calendars to join us for a delicious time 
of good food and fellowship!  The Christmas Dinner 
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has been a long standing 
tradition in the life of 
CCUCC.  We make it 
happen through our collec-
tive efforts.  Volunteers are 
needed to:

[1] set up for the dinner 
and decorate
[2] prepare the meal
[3] serve
[4] clean up
[5] cook turkeys, which we can supply, in their own 
kitchens

There are now sign up sheets for each of the activities 
in the narthex.  You may sign up for any or all of the 
tasks.  

Thanks once again to Roger Chapman for organiz-
ing this dinner (his final year, so say a BIG thanks 
to him!).  If you have questions, or if you would be 
willing to organize this event next year, contact Roger 
Chapman before or after church or at  334-5636.

LAST CALL FOR A VOLUNTEER 
TO TAKE OVER ORGANIZING 
CHRISTMAS DINNER FOR 2013!  
Roger Chapman has graciously (and deliciously) 
organized our Christmas dinners for the last several 
years, but this is his final year.  He is hoping someone 
will “step up” to the organizational plate (get the 
pun?), so that we can continue this long time CCUCC 
tradition.  He would like the person to assist him 
this year so that they can learn all the “ins and outs” 
of coordinating the dinner.  If you are interested and 
willing, please contact Roger Chapman or the church 
office.

LEARNING COMMUNITY 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: 
Sunday, Dec. 16th, during worship
Dress Rehersal-Sat. Dec. 15th, 10:30am
Its going to be a Super Christmas program this year!
A group of superheroes threatened by little baby Jesus.
Chandra will be talking to older youth and teens to 
find people who’d like to have speaking parts in this 
fun production.  Youth and teens will get to choose/
create their own Super Hero costumes (ie Super 
Hippie, Super Science Man).  I have several capes 
available if needed. If you know your child is interested 
in a speaking part let me know. 
Preschool and Nursery children will dress as Angels 
and Shepherds. 
Rehearsal for the Super Christmas Program will be 
on Saturday the 15th at 10:30 am. All children are 
invited to get costumes and rehearse the play. We have 
plenty of costumes!
If you have questions let me know! See you Sunday 
December 16th!
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requested by a family in our community, purchase the 
gift on the tag, and return to the church with the tag 
attached.  Please return NO	LATER	than December	
9th.	  Thank you for helping to make Christmas special 
for others!

COSMETIC KITS for PULLMAN 
CHILD WELFARE:  PCW puts together 
women’s and men’s “cosmetic kits” for those in need.  
If you have new, unused cosmetic samples, “gift with 
purchase” articles (for example, from “Estee Lauder”), 
or new cosmetics you won’t use,  please bring them by 
the church no later than Friday, Dec. 7th and we will 
get them to PCW. Thanks for helping!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: 
Sunday, Dec. 2nd, following worship.  
Please mark your calendars to join us for an important 
congregational meeting after worship in the Sanctuary.  
We will be discussing and voting on the final 
2013 budget, voting on a slate of 2013 Board and 
Committee Members, and dealing with any other 
business we have at that time.  
Meanwhile, we’ll make sure the little ones are busy 
with Advent activities downstairs while the Adults 
meet upstairs (see the blurb on the Advent Workshop).

BUDGET UPDATE
At the time we went to press, Debbie Handy reported 
that we had 81 pledges for roughly $194,000.  Our 
goals for a fully funded budget are 103 pledges for 
239,000, so we can use your support.

NEW YEAR’S LABYRINTH
Tuesday, Jan. 1, New Years Day  

The labyrinth is an ancient tool 
for prayer.  Similar to a maze, 
but with only one path into 
the center (so you can’t lose 
your way), the labyrinth has 
guided spiritual pilgrims on their 
journeys for at least 4,000 years.  
During the last week of 2012, we’ll be setting up a 
beautiful labyrinth, candles, music, and a variety of 
creative arts and journaling ideas in order to help you 
reflect on your past year and explore your hopes for 
2013.   Drop in anytime between 10:00 and 4:00pm 
on New Year’s Day.

THE LONGEST NIGHT:
Thursday, Dec. 20th, 7:00pm

Christmas can be a painful time for 
some.  It may be the first Christmas 
without loved family members or 
friends who have recently died.  
Our society’s emphasis on family and togetherness can 
highlight the loneliness of those who are separated 
from loved ones.  The anguish of broken relationships, 
the insecurity of unemployment, the weariness of ill 
health, the pain of isolation - all these can make us feel 
very alone in the midst of the celebrating and spend-
ing.  Many of us need the space and time to acknowl-
edge our sadness and concern.  We need to know that 
we are not alone.  The Longest Night provides an 
opportunity to do that with ritual, reflection, and sing-
ing.  On Thursday, Dec. 20, 7:00 p.m. you are invited 
to gather with people from the Moscow/Pullman area 
to remember the light of God’s presence in the midst 
of the darkness.

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICE: Monday, 
Dec. 24th, 5:30pm

Come on this holy night
to sing carols,
hear the Christmas Story,
and celebrate
the joy!

As is our custom for this service, our offering  will be 
given to the “Christmas Fund” of the UCC.  For 107 
years, the Christmas Fund Offering has been a way in 
which we, as members of the UCC and its predecessor 
bodies, have shown Christ’s compassion to those who 
serve the church.  Gifts to the Christmas Fund help 
provide pension and health premium supplementation 
to low-income retirees,  and emergency assistance to 
the families of clergy and lay employees each year.   
The need is greater than ever in these economic times, 
so please consider giving generously to this fund!

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES:  
PULLMAN CHILD 
WELFARE and 
COMMUNITY ACTION 
CENTER GIFT DRIVES:  
We have a Christmas tree filled with 
tags of gift items that have been 
requested by families in need from 
Pullman and Whitman County.  
Both CAC and PCW sponsor 
“Sharing Trees” through which we 
are able to take a tag with an item 



 

Sunday, November 25th, 2012
We hope you will join us the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving for our monthly Faith In Service.  As 
usual, we will gather at the church at 10:30 for a 
brief hymn and prayer, and then we will do about an 
hour (or so) of service together.  

One of the sites will again be at  the Bishop Place 
Independent Living Social Hall for a hymn sing and 
prayers.  This begins at 10:45 - 11:00, so please feel 
free to go directly to Bishop Place if you are looking 
for a more “traditional” worship experience on that 
day and join friends who sometimes can’t make it 
over to the church building!

Those of us that stay at the church will be engaging 
in several projects here.  Church World Service 
provides a series of “kits” for people around the 
world who are in need, usually as a result of an 
emergency.  Many of these kits have recently been 
going to victims of Hurricane Sandy.  We have been 
making school kits, and will continue sewing the 
bags for these kits this week.  We will also be making 
baby kits, which involve some knitting and sewing.  
We will do a short presentation on how these kits 
are used and discuss additional items needed to 
“complete” the kits.

Weather, permitting, we will also be contributing 
to the neighborhood by picking up trashing and 
cleaning up around our area of college hill, as well 
as making some cookies to “gift” to our college 
students headed toward finals and also to some of 
our home-bound members.  If you have a favorite 
Christmas cookie recipe that you would be willing 
to “lead” some people in making and baking, please 
contact Kristine (kristine@pullman.com) this week 
so we can plan the purchase of ingredients and also 
kitchen/oven space for goodie-making!

Faith-In Sundays Chandra will have activities 
available downstairs for nursery and preschool kids 
who are staying here.

FAMILY PROMISE OF THE PALOUSE
In October, we enthusiastically voted to become a 
host congregation as part of Family Promise’s pro-
gram to support homeless families. 
As a host congregation, we will host up to 12 people 
overnight approximately 4 weeks out of the year on a 
schedule to be determined.  We’ll organize and host 
meals during that week with the help of Carol Spurl-
ing.  Gary and Sue Schell will coordinate needed 
volunteers.  At the current time,  the Palouse Family 
Promise organization is still being built.  Here is an 
update from Bruce and Kathy Pittman about how it 
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is going so far:
• More than 25 congregations in Moscow and Pull-
man have committed to be host congregations and 
partner congregations. The eleven host congregations 
include: Moscow First Presbyterian, Trinity Baptist 
(Moscow), Pullman Nazarene, Pullman Presbyterian, 
Moscow Nazarene, St. Mary’s Catholic (Moscow), 
Living Faith Fellowship (Pullman), Emmanuel 
Lutheran (Moscow), Community Congregational 
United Church of Christ (Pullman), St. Augustine’s 
Catholic Church (Moscow) and Trinity Lutheran 
(Pullman). Partner congregations include: the LDS 
community, and the United Church of Moscow.
•  Approximately $50,000 has been raised for start-
up costs, primarily through generous grants, congre-
gational contributions, and small fund raisers.
•   Family Promise of the Palouse has an enthusiastic 
board of directors that is broadly representative of 
Pullman and Moscow, and from faith communities 
that include Protestant churches, LDS churches, and 
the Catholic churches on the Palouse.
•   Family Promise of the Palouse has 501 (C) 3 
status with the IRS and is incorporated in the State 
of Idaho.  
•   Promotional materials and communication links 
are being made. A web site is being designed. Letter 
head and brochures are being designed and printed. 
Our mailing address is Family Promise of the 
Palouse, PO Box 9389, Moscow Idaho 83843.
Our near-term goals include:
•   Acquiring a “Day Center,” which will become the 
office for Family Promise staff and the daytime home 
for Family Promise “guests” ---a very high priority. 
The “Day Center” will have laundry facilities, show-
ers, computers and other services that are needed by 
Family Promise guests. It should feel much like a 
home and will serve as their temporary address. Our 
grant funds are coming from Idaho foundations, and 
they require that the Day Center be located in Idaho.
•  Recruitment of two or three additional host con-
gregations and continuing recruitment of partner 
congregations and volunteers. Discussions are ongo-
ing with a number of congregations who are consid-
ering becoming part of the Family Promise of the 
Palouse network.
•  Fund-raising projects are being planned.
•  Staff will be hired in mid-spring to organize the 
administration of the Family Promise operations.

Poverty and homelessness are important but largely 
invisible issues on the Palouse. It will be remarkable 
to have more than 25 congregations working togeth-
er to keep homeless families with children together 
and equipping them to live independently!  



DONATE USED COMPUTERS & 
PRINTERS- CHANGE A LIFE:  The World 
Computer Exchange Club at WSU is looking to 
collect, refurbish, and re-home used laptops, computers 
and printers, giving them new life and purpose at 
schools in poverty stricken areas around the world. 
Please drop donations by the church office or call to 
make arrangements to have them picked-up. We want 
to do our part to help this organization achieve its 
goals of helping combat global poverty, help reduce 
e-waste, and decimate the digital divide.  
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OUR CHURCH SUPPORTS 
NICARAGUA STUDENTS
New Scholarships Welcomed

This year our church is providing scholarships to 
more than 40 impoverished high school and college 
students in northern Nicaragua who wouldn’t 
otherwise be able to attend school. Over 99.5% of 
donations go straight to the students.  Students and 
their sponsors exchange letters several times each 
year.  
New sponsors to provide scholarships are welcome 
any time of the year. $150 will fund a high school 
student for a year, and $250-$350 funds a college 
student, but any amount you can donate is valued 
and appreciated.  Additional information about the 
Nicaragua scholarship program is available at the 
church website: www.pullmanucc.org (scroll down to 
“categories” and select Nicaragua Scholars Program). 
Janet Kendall coordinates the scholarships for our 
church.  If you would be interested in providing a 
scholarship or funding, please call Janet at 509-432-
3368 or email her at kendalljk@roadrunner.com. 
These scholarships change lives!

BECOME A VISITOR, MAKING 
SOMEONE’S DAY A BIT BRIGHTER!  
We are looking for members and friends of the 
congregation who would be willing to commit for one 
year to visit a member of our community four times 
a year.  These are mostly elderly members who are 
not always able to make it to church, or others who 
are ill and would like a friendly visit.  This is one way 
we can be sure that people aren’t feeling isolated in 
our community.  If you are willing to be a part of this 
program, please contact the church office (332 -6411) 
or send an email to Kristine (kristine@pullman.com) 
or the church office (pullmanucc@frontier.com).  

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH
Kudos to the Senior High class who sat through a 
40 minute lecture including:  basic neuroanatomy 
- how CAT scans work - triune brain model - paleo-
mammalian structures - amygdala - fear - spectrum 
of fear-response - “amygdala hijack” - nature-vs-
nurture - “pushing someone’s buttons” - “trash talk” 
- political ads - PTSD - meditation.  Whew!  This 
can only mean that neurotransmitters, recreational 
drugs and reproduction will be making an appearance 
soon - but only after John Robinson (“I am verily 
persuaded the Lord hath more truth and light yet 
to break forth from His holy word”  ... “God is still 
speaking” ) and the Pilgrims !  Meanwhile, the high 
school SAT prep group continues to meet and explore 
the wonders of all things academic.  For information 
on this group, contact Jonathan Bliss via Facebook.

Birthdays and Anniversaries* in Dec:
    Jann Hill 
    Doug Hindman
    JoAnn & Ray Story
    Jane Lear-
    Maxine Bamesberger-           
    Herb Stratton
    Linda James-
    Judy Sorem Windsor
    Miriam Stratton
    Katherine Lovrich
    Kathleen Butts
    *K Johanson & B Ryder
    Walfred Peterson
    Jonathan Bliss
    Wesley McLean
    Lee Powers
    Mary Carloye
    George Belt

Remembering Others

FREEDOM TO MARRY!  Special thanks goes 
to Referendum 74 supporters and all those who dedi-
cated their time and efforts to the W.U.M. Phone Bank. 
It’s support like this that creates equality and social 
change, thank you!  
 
SINGING SHAMAN TRADERS  “We just 
wanted to thank all the congregation members for their 
support of our International Fair Trade Craft show this 
year. A special thanks to all the volunteers that helped 
in so many way to make this years’ show a great success. 
We have one more show to do before we leave for Gua-
temala for three months. You can find out more about 
the show in Spokane by checking into our Facebook 
page. http://www.facebook.com/singingshaman.trad-
ers.  We hope to see you all next year and you have a 
warm, pleasant winter.”
                     ~Roger and Nancy - Singing Shaman Traders

Thank you, Thank you!
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CONTACT US
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pullmanucc@frontier.com
On the Web at:

www.pullmanucc.org
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Dates to Remember (see inside for details)
 

November	26	 Advent	Reflection-“Artist	Trading	Cards,”	2:00pm
December	2	 First	Day	of	Advent
	 After	Church:	Advent	Workshop	&	Homemade	Soup/Bread
	 Congregational	Meeting-2013	Budget
December	7	 Deadline	for	submission	of	Cosmetic	Kits	for	PCW
December	8	 God’s	Harmony	Christmas	Program/Reception
December	9  Choir	Christmas	presentation	
	 Christmas	dinner
	 Deadline	for	submission	of	Giving	Tree	Items	for	PCW	&	CAC
December	16  Learning	Community	Christmas	Program
December		20	 Longest	Night	Service,	7:00pm
December	24	 Christmas	Eve	Service,	5:30pm
January	1	 New	Year’s	Labyrinth	-	10:00am--4:00pm

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Remember to visit our Thrift Shop
for the best bargains in town . . .
and spread the word to others!

Hours:
Tuesdays:  4:30 - 6:30 pm

Thursdays & fridays:  12 noon - 4 pm

525 N.E. Campus Ave.
Pullman, WA  99163

Return Service Requested

community congregational

united church 
o f c h r i s t

ADDRESS, PHONE OR EMAIL UPDATES
PLEASE GIVE TO TRINA AT THE OffICE -- 

509-332-6411 or pullmanucc@frontier.com 
The church directory will be updated.  THANKS!   


