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My family has few unchangeable traditions during the holidays.  We have moved 
so much, and have been living far from immediate family for so long that usually 
our focus is more on finding a way to be together and less on repeating traditions 
once we are together.  But in recent years we have begun the tradition of attending 
a movie as a family on Christmas Day.  After gifts are exchanged and a meal is 
shared, we head off to the theater.  Sometimes we have a number of good movies 
from which to choose, sometimes the pickin’s are scarce.  This year, there was no 
question what we would see. 
 
Both Kelly and I were fortunate to see and enjoy the stage production of Les 
Miserables many years ago.  As a rule, I do not love musicals, but I enjoyed Les 
Miserables so much I saw it twice while studying in London in my senior year of 
college.  We also thought that both of our children were old enough to appreciate the 
heavy themes in the story by Victor Hugo (an arduous read, to be sure!) although 
neither of them usually chooses to watch “sad” movies.
 
In my opinion, the film adaptation of Les Miserables is a fantastic success.  Each 
actor and actress finds a unique connection with the experiences of their characters, 
which in turn makes visible universal themes of the human condition.  The cast 
sings like real people sing.  They have good voices, but their singing isn’t perfect 
and that imperfection lends itself to the gritty, tragic subjects of the movie.  The 
central struggle of the story happens in the epic clash of the worldviews of Jean 
Valjean and his nemesis, police inspector Javert.  Set in the tumultuous years before 
the French revolution, Valjean is imprisoned for 19 years after stealing bread for 
his starving sister.  After his release, he experiences cruelty at the hands of fearful 
people who won’t give him work or a place to stay because he is an ex-convict on 
parole. (“And now I know how freedom feels, the jailer always at your heels.  It 
is the law!”) In effect, they echo the sentiments of Javert in thinking that a person 
cannot change once he/she chooses to break the law (man’s laws or God’s laws).  
Yet Valjean also experiences unmerited mercy at the hands of a priest, who saves 
his life and offers him the chance for a new beginning.  This mercy gives him a new 
beginning to be sure, but it also creates a kind of holy havoc in his life.  And so he 
struggles with which voice will win out: the voice of the many who continued to say 
he couldn’t change, or the voice of one who believed he was free to choose.
 
One of the central tenets of our faith is forgiveness.  We believe, as Jesus seemed 
to, that life affords us multiple ways to find forgiveness for what we have done (or 
left undone) in order to move forward with our lives in a new way.  We believe that 
we constantly change because of what we experience.  We believe that who we are 
is not set in stone from the beginning, or even from a certain high or low point in 
our life.  We are ever changing and constantly choosing who we are by how we 
will act toward others and toward ourselves.  Watching Les Miserables reminded 
me again that we can choose to live guided by mercy, or by the unyielding law.  As 
we approach a new year, may we listen to the one divine voice - still and small and 
strong—who speaks through acts of mercy and who believes in us and our potential 
(despite what may seem to us to be evidence to the contrary). 
 
  May we walk into the New Year with hope,
  Chip

Who am I?
Can I conceal myself for 

evermore?
Pretend I’m not the man I 

was before?
And must my name until I 

die
Be no more than an alibi?

Must I lie?
How can I ever face my 

fellow men?
How can I ever face myself 

again?
My soul belongs to God, I 

know
I made that bargain long 

ago
He gave me hope when 

hope was gone
He gave me strength to 

journey on

Who am I? Who am I?
I am Jean Valjean!



CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING 
Boy Scout Christmas Tree Recycling is scheduled for 
Saturday, January 5th.  
BUDGET UPDATE:  We wanted to say thank 
you to the 99 people/families who made a pledge of 
financial support to the work of the church for the 
coming year!  Every contribution made a difference as 
we raised nearly $223,000.  We did not meet our goal 
of 103 pledges for $239,000, so we are making  cuts in 
some of our benevolence giving to the wider church 
(OCWM and the Pastoral Insurance Fund of the 
Pacific Northwest Conference of the UCC), as well 
as scaling back in a variety of other areas.  We aren’t 
happy about making these cuts, especially to OCWM, 
which helps maintain a strong United Church of 
Christ denomination.  But we are grateful that so 
many of you participated as you were able so together 
we can continue to proclaim and provide God’s 
extravagent welcome to people in the future.

ANNUAL REPORTS
 It’s that time of year again--out with the old, in with 
the new...With that comes wrapping up old business 
and pressing forward with the new season. Please help 
us prepare for this years transition by submitting your 
end of the year, annual reports into the office no later 
than Thursday, January 10th. All your help and 
efforts are greatly appreciated.

Good news!  Emmanuel Baptist Church and Moscow 
United Methodist Church have become the 12th and 
13th host congregations for Family Promise.  More 
than 22 congregations in Moscow/Pullman have 
committed to Family Promise as host or partner 
congregations.  Family Promise of the Palouse is 
a non-profit organization that will help homeless 
families with children gain independence in both 
housing and other life activities. Many local agencies 
are on the front lines of poverty issues; no other area 
program assists families with children who have 
emergency housing needs… and keeps the family 
together during the time of distress.  

Family Promise brings faith communities together to 
help families who are temporarily distressed due to 
job loss, unexpected health costs, domestic violence, 
or a car accident that eliminates transportation or 
access to a job.  “Host congregations” and “partner 
congregations” will provide shelter, food, and 
fellowship while a small professional staff will 
coordinate services and volunteers.

Congregations such as ours will host families

NEW YEAR’S LABYRINTH
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 
New Years Day 
The labyrinth is an ancient tool for prayer.  Similar to 
a maze, but with only one path into the center (so you 
can’t lose your way), the labyrinth has guided spiritual 
pilgrims on their journeys for at least 4,000 years.  

During the last week of 2012, 
we’ll be setting up a beautiful 
labyrinth, candles, music, and 
a variety of creative arts and 
journaling ideas in order to help 
you reflect on your past year and 
explore your hopes for 2013.   
Drop in anytime between 10:00 
and 4:00pm on New Year’s Day.

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE 
LEARNING COMMUNITY: 
We hope everyone had a safe and happy holiday. The 
Children’s Christmas Program ‘A Super Christmas’ 
was a hilarious success. I hope everyone enjoyed the 
modern twist to the program. 

In January, we will be having a Spring Teacher 
Training for our new volunteer teachers.  Below is the 
schedule for each classroom:

Nursery:  Annelise, Chandra & Kortnee B.
Preschool:  Mary W. & Sue K.
Elementary: 
 January - Francis C.
 February - Julie & Lisa
 March - Monique & Jon
 April - Cory & Monica
 May - still seeking volunteer    
Middle School: 
 January - Donna & Sandra            
 February - Ace & Francis
 March - still seeking volunteer
 April - still seeking volunteer
 May - still seeking volunteer
 
Please let me know if you would be interested 
in volunteering for a month of teaching.  Have a 
wonderful 2013!!!      
  ~Chandra Crow, LC Coordinator

THANK YOU HOLIDAY SEASON 
GIVERS:  Many thanks to all who participated 
in this years giving tree and other giving programs. 
Not only did you warm the hearts of many Pullman 
and Whitman County residents and families, you’ve 
showed (once again) the unconditional love and 
compassion that resonates within our church. May 
God Bless you and your families ten-fold, Happy New 
Year!
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Gary Schell   Nathan Walcott
Donna Holstad
  

Ending 2015
Barbara Johnson, Sandy Evenson, David Yonge

Thrift Shop Board:   
Nancy Mack, Chairman     
Marcia Church, Shop Manager
Marge Bennett, Nancy Gillard, Sue Schell, Marge 
Muir, Pat Lane, Norris Holstad, Nancy Larson Powers, 
Beth Powers, Sarah Waldo
Endowment Committee:
Term Ending 2013         Ending 2014
   Norris Holstad       Lloyd Slusser
   Dan Eveleth

Ending 2015    
Margaret Vogt,    Bob Warnock

Personnel Committee:
Jann Hill, Chairman, Donna Holstad, Bill Kerr, 
Nadine Sturm
Nominating Committee: (2 members)

MEET  YOUR 
MODERATOR
 
Hello everyone, I’m Doug Blanks 
Hindman, and I’ll be your 
Moderator this year. 

Part of my job is to call the 
church’s congregational meetings 
and council meetings. Another part is to know what 
is going on with the church boards, the clergy, and the 
staff.   
More importantly, I hope I get to meet each of you.  
I’m really interested in how you would like to be 
involved in your church home. What ideas do you 
bring from your experiences with our church and 
previous churches? How might you help our church 
to become a more vital part of the community, nation, 
and world?
My wife, Beth Blanks Hindman and I are on faculty in 
the Murrow College of Communication at WSU. Our 
son Will is a junior at PHS, and daughter is in her 
second year of college.  I have served on the Christian 
Education and Trustees boards in our church. Before 
we came to Pullman, we attended First United 
Methodist church in Fargo and Mayflower CCUCC 
in Minneapolis.   I’m looking forward to meeting each 
of you, and having another great year in the life of 
Community Congregational United Church of Christ.

THRIFT SHOP DONATIONS 
NEEDED:  Are you looking to clear out your 
closet, get rid of the clutter in your home and help 
others in need all at the same time?!? Well you’re in 
luck! The Thrift Shop is in great need of donations. 
Please bring your donations by the Thrift Shop during 
operating hours or drop items off anytime at the little 
gray house on the corner of Campus and Ruby St. 

approximately four times a year. 
Homeless families with children who qualify 
for Family Promise must submit to an extensive 
application and screening process.  Participating 
families must agree to a set of expectations that will 
lead to an independent and sustainable life.  Typical 
Family Promise programs serve 25-30 families and 
100-120 people a year.  Approximately 77% of families 
who commit to Family Promise move into their 
own housing within 9 weeks.  Sojourners Alliance 
staff report that 10-12 families a week seek shelter 
assistance. 
The next order of business for the organization is to 
find a property that will work as a Day Center/office 
space.  Family Promise of the Palouse has an 
enthusiastic board of directors from Moscow and 
Pullman and representatives from Protestant, Catholic, 
LDS, and the Jewish faith communities.  Board 
members include Mike Bowman, Monte Walker, 
Lindsey Rinehart, Melissa Jeffery, Jeff Helbling, 
Martin Buehler, Kathy Pitman, Kirby Daily, and 
Mandy Fowler.  If you would like more information, 
please contact Bruce Pitman, board president, at 
208-882-8847 or kbpitman@roadrunner.com.

Let’s welcome in the new year by congratulating our 
2013 officers, board and committee members--

 Moderator:            Doug Blanks Hindman
 Financial Secretary: 
 Ass’t. Fin. Secretary: 
 Treasurer:  Lee Bamesberger
 Clerk:  Kim Dye
 Historians:  Ed and Margery Bennett
 Auditor:  Carl Hauser

Church Council is made up of the Officers, the 
Chairman and a representative from each board, the 
Chairman from the Personnel Committee, and a 
member at large appointed by the Moderator.

Board of Christian Education:
Terms Ending 2013  Ending 2014
Barbara Hammond  Mary Wandschneider
Marion Yonge   Nancy Nydegger
Lisa Carloye   Sarah Anderson
Tiffany Van Arsdel

Ending 2015
Cory Johnson, Monique Slipher, Stephanie Kane

Board of Deacons:
Term Ending 2013  Ending 2014
Judy Dunn   Norris Holstad
Donna Slusser   Mike McCollough
Roger Chapman  Marie Glynn

Ending 2015
Herb Hill, Sue Schell, Bill Kerr

 
Board of Trustees:
Term Ending 2013  Ending 2014
Dan Eveleth   Julie Clark

2013 Officers, Board & Committee Members



 

Sunday, December 30th, 2012
We hope you will join us the last Sunday of the 
month for Faith In.  We’ll gather at the church at 
10:30 for a brief hymn and prayer, and then we will 
do about an hour (or so) of service together.  

One of the sites will be at  the Bishop Place 
Independent Living Social Hall for a hymn sing and 
prayers.  This begins at 10:45 - 11:00, so please feel 
free to go directly to Bishop Place if you are looking 
for a more “traditional” worship experience.   

You’ll have several other projects from which to 
choose:

--Church World Service Kits-  CWS provides a 
series of “kits” for people around the world who 
are in need, usually as a result of an emergency.  
Many of these kits have recently been going to 
victims of Hurricane Sandy.  We have been making 
school kits, and will continue sewing the bags for 
these kits this week.  We will also be making baby 
kits, which involve some knitting and sewing, 
and school and cleanup kits.  We will do a short 
presentation on how these kits are used and discuss 
additional items needed to “complete” the kits. 
--Painting the office/meeting space for Hillel 
student group in the Interfaith House.  After 
repairs for some water damage, this room will look 
much better with some long overdue paint!  Bring 
appropriate clothing and any favorite brushes or 
other tools.  

The Nursery will be open.

INLAND NORTHWEST 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
Currently accepting applications from high school 
seniors and college students seeking academic 
scholarships for higher education in the 2013-2014 
school year. 

Scholarship awards are typically between $500 and 
$2,000 supporting students in Eastern Washington 
and North Idaho. Most applications are due by 
March 1st with the majority of the awards being 
announced in May. Scholarship details are available 
at www.inwcf.org or by calling the INWCF Grants 
& Scholarship Department at (509) 624-2606.

Community Congregational United Church of Christ           4        525 NE Campus Ave.  Pullman, WA  99163

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR LGBT 
SEMINARIANS 
April 1st is the application deadline for the William 
R. Johnson Scholarship. Awarded annually to 
LGBT seminary students entering their second 
or third year, the scholarship is administered by 
Local Church Ministries. For Information call 
Rev. Veronica Jefferson at 866-822-8224 or email 
jeffersv@ucc.org.

NICARAGUAN STUDENT 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
Welcoming New Sponsors Year Round!     This year 
our church is providing scholarships to more than 
40 impoverished high school and college students in 
northern Nicaragua who wouldn’t otherwise be able 

to attend school. Over 99.5% 
of donations go straight to 
the students.  Students and 
their sponsors exchange 
letters several times each year.  
Please encourage others you 
know to make a difference.  
A little goes a very long way; 

$150 will fund a high school student for a year, and 
$250-$350 funds a college student, but any amount 
donated brings great valued and appreciated the 
the lives and future of these young 
ambitious scholars.  Additional 
information about the Nicaragua 
scholarship program is available at 
the church website: www.pullmanucc.
org (scroll down to “categories” and 
select Nicaragua Scholars Program).  
Coordinator, Janet Kendall would be 
happy to answer any of your questions 
and/or if you would be interested in providing a 
scholarship or funding, please call: 509-432-3368 or 
email her at kendalljk@roadrunner.com. Be apart of 
These Scholarships, they change lives!

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL:  
Response from mexico to our amnesty 
international letter in April, 2012
CCUCC received a response from the governor of 
Oaxaca in Mexico to our letter asking for greater 
protection of Father Alejandro Solalinde, a migrant 
rights worker whose life has been threatened in 
several instances.  The governor’s response noted 
our awareness of the threats and indicated that 
the Attorney General in the Office of Justice “has 
attended various meetings and spent months of work 
for the implementation and execution of orders by 
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, 
to coordinate the spreading out and making visible 
the social context which prevailed for the Father and 
the theme of migrants in the City of Ixtepec, sending 
information to the proper authorities bymeans of 
written communication.          (continued)

Sowing Seeds of Justice & Peace . . .SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:



To nominate an individual send a one page letter 
describing the accomplishments and background 
of the nominee and giving reasons to support the 
nomination  to Latah County Human Rights Task 
Force, Box 8613, Moscow, ID 83843 or e-mail the 
nomination to info@humanrightslatah.org.
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It is because of the aforementioned and based on Part 
I of article 52 of the Organic Law of Executive Power 
of the State of Oaxaca, that I make you aware of this, 
and without any other issue, I reiterate my greetings 
and my consideration.”   (This translation was provided 
by CCUCC member Barbara Johnson.)  
------------
Receiving a response from the office of the Attorney 
General is encouraging.  We know our letter was read 
by relevant officials, and that it has called attention to 
the plight of this priest, to the specific needs of the 
people at the Catholic Pastoral Care Center for Mi-
grants in Southwestern Mexico, and to the fact that 
others outside Mexico care about human rights there.

Anyone who is interested in helping write our 
monthly Urgent Action letters for Amnesty Inter-
national may sign up on the bulletin board by the 
church elevator or contact Mary Carloye, mcarloye@
completebbs.com.  It takes only about an hour or two 
in a month, and you can sign up for just one month, 
or more.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY OF 
SERVICE AT WASHINGTON STATE 
UNIVERSITY:  On Monday, January 21, 
2013, the Center for Civic Engagement (CCE) at 
Washington State University (WSU) invites students, 
faculty, staff and community members to come 
together to make our world a better place through 
service in celebration of the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day of Service. The CCE is offering a variety of 
service projects throughout the Palouse, and more 
information on these activities is available online at 
http://cce.wsu.edu/ndos/mlk. 

ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER KING 
JR.  HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY 
BREAKFAST scheduled for Saturday, January 
19th, at 9am, at Moscow Middle School.    The 
event will feature a full breakfast, presentation of 
Rosa Parks Human Rights Achievement Awards, 
announcement of Martin Luther King Art and Essay 
Contest winners; and keynote talk by Jay Singh, 
who will talk about his experiences working with the 
Southern Poverty Law Center.

Tickets are priced at $8.00 general admission and $ 
4.00 for students and children. They can be purchased 
at Paradise Ridge CD’s at 117 East 3rd. in Moscow 
or online at info@humanrightslatah.org.

Nominations for Rosa Park  Human Rights 
Achievement Award are still being accepted 
The deadline for nominations has been extended to 
January 5th. Two recipients are selected for this award 
each year. One award is given to a recipient who has a 
history of commitment and achievement in the field 
of human rights for our community. A Junior Award 
is presented to a high school or university student, or 
some other young person who is shows promise in 
the field of human rights. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries in Jan:
 2     Ginny Hauser
 9     Ginny Neill
16    Kelly Laird
19    Bobbie Ryder
20    Emma Laird
22    Amy Roberson
26    Karl A. Boehmke
28    George Belt

Remembering Others

A Big Thank You to Monique Slipher and all those 
who helped rake leaves around the church this Fall. 
With your help we’ve been able to prepare for winter 
with ease.
Roger Chapman, We thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts for many years of dedicated, hard work and 
outstanding holiday meal organization and 
preparation. 
A big thank you to all those who participated in this 
seasons holiday gift giving. You helped make the holiday 
season special for many Pullman and Whitman County 
families. Bless you all!
Sheila Converse, Kathy Spencer, Richard Kriehn, 
Paul Smith & the CCUCC Choir, thank you for 
your special Christmas choral presentation, 
outstanding!    
Chandra Crow & Learning Community, what a Super Christmas Program this year! We thoroughly 
enjoyed the theme and thank you for your hard work 
and the smiles you brought to all our faces. 

Thank you, Thank you!

IN MEMORIUM--On December 22, 2012, 
after a fall that left him with a broken hip, former 
Community Congregational Church (‘60-’70)pastor 
Ted Edquist died peacefully in the hospital in Seattle.  
Ted had liver cancer and the fall exacerbated his 
condition.  A service celebrating Ted’s life will be held 
on Saturday, January 12 at 2 p.m. at Plymouth Church 
in Seattle.  We hold Ted’s wife Nancy, and the entire 
Edquist family in our prayers.  Memorial gifts can 
be made to The UCC Christmas Fund or the Residence 
Assitance Fund at Horizon House (Seattle).
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Kathy SPencer

choir director:
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nurSery care: 
   anneLiSe Smith

CONTACT US
509-332-6411   

pullmanucc@frontier.com
On the Web at:

www.pullmanucc.org
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Dates to Remember (see inside for details)
December 30th Faith-In Sunday
January 1st     Happy New Year!!!
  New Year’s Labyrinth- 10:00-4:00pm
January 6th  Communion Sunday
January  10th  Annual Reports Due
January 27th  Faith-In Sunday--Project TBA 

* Newsletter Announcement Deadline:  Please remember to have all newsletter announcements 
into the church office no later than the 20th of each month. Feel free to send your information via 

email, phone it into Trina or leave a note in the office, thanks for your cooperation!

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Remember to visit our Thrift Shop
for the best bargains in town . . .
and spread the word to others!

Hours:
Tuesdays:  4:30 - 6:30 pm

Thursdays & Fridays:  12 noon - 4 pm

525 N.E. Campus Ave.
Pullman, WA  99163

Return Service Requested

community congregational

united church 
o f c h r i s t

ADDRESS, PHONE OR EMAIL UPDATES
PLEASE GIVE TO TRINA AT THE OFFICE -- 

509-332-6411 or pullmanucc@frontier.com 
The church directory will be updated.  THANKS!   


