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“[One of the scribes asked Jesus] ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘The first is, ‘Hear O Israel:  the Lord our God the Lord is 
one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 
greater than these.’” –Mark 12, 28 f.f.

Dear Friends,

In a few short weeks, on Feb. 13th, the season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  
The traditional words from the Book of Ecclesiastes used at this time ask to 
contemplate the idea that “from dust you came, and to dust you shall return.”  We 
are asked during this season of forty days (excluding Sundays) to strip things 
down, to reflect on what is essential and most basic in a world where our lives 
are often spent, in the words of another Hebrew prophet, on “that which does not 
satisfy.” 

I think Lent invites us to take some time to reflect upon what it really all “boils 
down to” for us.  The genius of the prophets/sages/mystics quoted above and to 
the left is that each one of them seemed to know, in the fiber of his being, what 
really mattered in life.  Each seemed to know what grounded him, and also what 
connected him deeply to the Divine.  Each one was able to state, in a sentence or 
two, the roadmap he perceived as being the way to God.  Perhaps it’s my failing 
middle-aged brain, but I appreciate getting this in a sentence that is pithy enough 
that I could spend the rest of my days unpacking and living any one of these 
statements.

In a church like ours, people take on the spiritual path of a season like Lent 
in a variety of different ways.  For some of us, this season invites us into a 
contemplative space.  For others, it invites us to give something up.  Still others 
take something on during this season – for example, a regular act of service.  Still 
others are so busy that the season leaves little time for contemplation of any time.  
But perhaps we could all take some time to consider what it really boils down to, 
for us?  

What does it mean to be a person of faith, seeking God’s way in the world?  Can 
we create a “road map” through a pithy sentence, a story, the quotations of others, 
a poem, an art project?  If you come up with what it is for you and you’re willing 
to share, contact me via Facebook or email.  It would be wonderful to share these 
maps with one another.

Peace for the season,

Kristine

“Your word 
is a lamp 

for my feet, 
a light for my path.”
            ~Psalm 119

“What does the Lord require 
of you?  To do justice, love 

kindness, and walk humbly 
before your God.” – from 
the Hebrew Scriptures, 

Micah 6:8

   “I have just three things to 
teach:  simplicity, patience, 

compassion.  These are your 
greatest treasures.  Simple 
in actions and in thoughts, 
you return to the Source of 

Being.”   
--Lao-Tzu



MEALS FOR INTERFAITH 
MYTHBUSTERS-If you can help make a meal 
for students participating in Interfaith Mythbusters 
at the Interfaith House, they would rejoice! The 
following dates are available: February 21, 28; 
March 7, 21, 28; April 4, 11, 18, 25.  Each 
Thursday 15-20 students participate, so it is helpful to 
have two people working together per night.  

Meal begins at 5pm. Sign up in the Narthex or talk to 
Chip for more details.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEER DRIVERS, 
MEALS~ON~WHEELS
Looking to volunteer while making a difference in 
the lives of Whitman County Seniors. The Meals 
on Wheels-On-Wheels and Senior Meal Program 
is currently in need of volunteers to drive routes 
February 1-15th. Sign up sheets are available in the 
Narthex. Sign up online www.SignUpGenius.com/
go/70A0E4DA4AF29A64-february

If you have any questions please contact Coordinator 
Nancy Backes, (509) 334-2667 or email: 
pullmancomcoa@gmail.com

Family Promise of the Palouse is a non-profit 
organization that will help homeless families with 
children gain independence in both housing and other 
life activities. Many local agencies are on the front 
lines of poverty issues; no other area program assists 
families with children who have emergency housing 
needs… and keeps the family together during the time 
of distress.  

Family Promise brings faith communities together to 
help families who are temporarily distressed due to 
job loss, unexpected health costs, domestic violence, 
or a car accident that eliminates transportation or 
access to a job.  “Host congregations” and “partner 
congregations” will provide shelter, food, and 
fellowship while a small professional staff will 
coordinate services and volunteers.

Congregations such as ours will host families 
approximately four times a year.
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT CCUCC:

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY, February 3rd
Help our local food banks by bringing a can of soup, 
or any other canned food item to church on Sunday, 
February 3, 2013.  Later that day  you can cheer on 
your favorite team knowing you have helped to stock 
the food bank shelves.

OUT TO LUNCH BUNCH COMING 
BACK  Scheduled to resume Sunday, February 10th.  
Just come to worship and sign up on the white board, 
then enjoy a meal with others from the church.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
URGENT ACTION NETWORK– 
A Call for Letter-Writers
If you would like to participate in our congregation’s 
monthly letter-writing to advocate for human rights 
on behalf of political prisoners, you may sign up on the 
AI list found on the bulletin board next to our elevator 
in the entryway.  It takes a small amount of time with 
the reward of knowing your effort is magnified greatly 
as part of an international outcry against injustices in 
every corner of the world.

We receive news of one or more different cases each 
month.  Your work would usually take only a couple 
of hours in the month.  You would summarize the 
prisoner’s situation for the Sunday bulletin, write a 
letter following clear guidelines given by AI with 
each case, put it out for signing (usually on the third 
Sunday), and mail it to the governmental officials 
noted in the guidelines.   The work of Amnesty 
International is non-partisan.   Its purpose is to 
eliminate torture and raise standards of political and 
judicial actions to respect human rights worldwide. 

Anyone with questions or interest may contact Mary 
Carloye, mcarloye@completebbs.com or 332-1620.

LEARNING COMMUNITY TEACHERS 
NEEDED  The CE Board is still looking for 
teachers in the Elementary Class for the months of 
March and May and the Middle School Class for the 
months of March and April. Please let me know if 
you would be interested in taking one of the months 
to work with our children. We will also be looking 
for summer curriculum ideas and volunteers soon. If 
you would be interested in helping plan the summer 
program or have ideas let me know. Thank you to all 
of our dedicated parents, teachers and volunteers that 
help make Learning Community continue each year. 
Without your support we would be unable to provide 
the type of programming offered!
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Sowing Seeds of Justice & Peace . . .SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:

You Still Have Time to Earn Funds 
towards Your Education, Check out Local 
Opportunities...

INLAND NORTHWEST COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION 
Currently accepting applications from high school 
seniors and college students seeking academic 
scholarships for higher education in the 2013-2014 
school year. 

Scholarship awards are typically between $500 and 
$2,000 supporting students in Eastern Washington 
and North Idaho. Most applications are due by March 
1st with the majority of the awards being announced 
in May. Scholarship details and applications are 
available online at www.inwcf.org or by calling the 
INWCF Grants & Scholarship Department at (509) 
624-2606.

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR LGBT 
SEMINARIANS, Deadline Approaching
April 1st is the application deadline for the William 
R. Johnson Scholarship. Awarded annually to 
LGBT seminary students entering their second or 
third year, the scholarship is administered by Local 
Church Ministries. For Information call Rev. Veronica 
Jefferson at 866-822-8224 or email jeffersv@ucc.org.

Homeless families with children who qualify 
for Family Promise must submit to an extensive 
application and screening process.  Participating 
families must agree to a set of expectations that will 
lead to an independent and sustainable life.  Typical 
Family Promise programs serve 25-30 families and 
100-120 people a year.  Approximately 77% of families 
who commit to Family Promise move into their 
own housing within 9 weeks.  Sojourners Alliance 
staff report that 10-12 families a week seek shelter 
assistance. 
The board of Family Promise is getting close to 
securing a space for a day center in Moscow, so our 
church will be getting ready to host people soon.  Gary 
and Sue Schell will be coordinating volunteers from 
our congregation.   If you would like more information 
about the organization, please contact Bruce Pitman, 
board president, at 208-882-8847 or kbpitman@
roadrunner.com.

 

Sunday, February 24, 2013
We hope you will join us the last Sunday of the month 
for Faith In.  We’ll gather at the church at 10:30 for a 
brief hymn and prayer, and then we will do about an 
hour (or so) of service together.  

As usual, one of the sites will be at the Bishop Place 
Independent Living Social Hall for a hymn sing and 
prayers.  This begins at 10:45 - 11:00, so please feel 
free to go directly to Bishop Place if you are looking 
for a more “traditional” worship experience.   

We are still working on setting up projects for the 
February version of Faith, In, so look for more 
information later in the month.  We will have a few 
projects here at the church and at least one other out 
in the community.  If we can coordinate with them, 
we will have another workparty with World Computer 
Exchange.
The Nursery will be open.



ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER

In effort to conserve on paper and resources we are 
making a conscious effort to make an electronic 
edition of the newsletter available to you and your 
families. You can visit our website pullmanucc.org 
to find updated electronic copies of the newsletter 
or make sure Trina in the church office has your 
email address and she can email you a copy of the 
newsletter monthly.  We are not planning to do away 
with the print version of the newsletter but we hope 
to be more conservative with supplies, resources and 
mailing costs. Thanks for helping us reach our goal!

THRIFT SHOP 
CAN STILL 
USE YOUR 
DONATIONS:  

Are you looking to clear 
out your closet, get rid 
of the clutter in your home and help others in need 
all at the same time?!? Well you’re in luck! The Thrift 
Shop is in great need of your gently used treasures.  
Please bring your donations by the Thrift Shop 
during operating hours or drop items off anytime at 
the little gray house on the corner of Campus and 
Ruby St.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated!!!

SINGING FOR JUSTICE, FEBRUARY 
27th, 8:00pm-The University Singers will be 
putting on a “Songs of the American Civil Rights 
Movement” in Bryan Hall at Washington State 
University. For more information please contact 
Marc Robinson at (509) 339-6172 or via email: 
marc_robinson@wsu.edu

BABY ALERT!!!  Congratulations to Nancy 
Mack and family who celebrated the birth of a 
beautiful new baby grandson, born January 29, 2013 
to her daughter in England.  He is Evan Mack Janus. 

Community Congregational United Church of Christ           4        525 NE Campus Ave.  Pullman, WA  99163

COMPUTER DONATIONS FOR 
WORLD COMPUTER EXCHANGE
Much of what we consider out-dated technology 
can be utilized to create usable technology for 
others who can use it to help them reach their 
potential. We will continue to collect computers and 
technology for the World Computer Exchange in 
the coming months.  Here is a list of acceptable gear:

Desktop computers
Laptops with their power adaptors
Digital projectors for school computer labs
Web cams for school computer labs and digital 
cameras
LCD flat screen monitors
RAM 256 Megs and above
Hard Drives (20 gig minimum)
English keyboards, mice, cables and power cords
French keyboards
Spanish keyboards
Network gear: working network switches, routers, 
and hubs, EtherNet cards and cable
Scanners with cables and software
Digital microscopes, CD ROMs
External modems, zip and jazz drives,
UPSes (Uninterrupted Power Supply)
Printers: working dot matrix, laser, and inkjet 
printers with their cartridges, software & cables 
taped to them 
Recent internal and external modems
Recent internal and external CD ROM and DVD 
drives
Cell phones

WCE collects items in any condition then either 
repairs them or salvage the remaining parts to use in 
the refurbished computers and accessories.  

In the process, they reformat storage drives, which 
deletes any data previously stored there.  If you 
donate working items, you can receive a receipt 
for an approximate current value.  Visit www.
worldcomputerexchange.org for more information. 
Please contact Chip for questions. 
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Birthdays and 
Anniversaries in February:

2        Monique Slipher
3        Corey Johnson
12      James Holstad
12      Chip Laird
19      Roy Bartlett
19     Quinn Johnson
20     Ralph Hauser
28    Maurice Windsor

*****************************************
         
           In Memorium
Our thoughts and prayers are with Nora Mae after the 
death of her husband, and our friend Harold Olfs on 
January 27, 2013 .  After treatments for lung cancer and 
a fall, Harold died peacefully at Pullman Regional 
Hospital.  

Remembering Others

A big thank you to all those who sent prayers and 
positive thoughts out for Kristine during her time at 
Sacred Heart! We are more than elated to have her 
back home with us.

Thank you to Mirenda and the Sugar Britches 
Consignment Boutique for your generous donations 
towards the baby kits we’re putting together for World 
Service Organization.  At the January Faith,In Service 
we were able to progress nicely with the items received 
from Mirenda’s shop, moving towards getting baby 
kits shipped out to those who need them. We are truly 
grateful. Your items will help many children 
worldwide! 

Thank you to all those who worked hard to get end of 
the year Annual Reports in. We appreciate your 
promptness and efforts in helping us complete this 
task.

Thank you to Margret Vogt for your weekly 
dedication, helping with folding our Sunday Bulletins. 
We’ve come to really enjoy seeing your smiling face 
every Fridays and appreciate your commitment to this 
task. 

Thank you to the 37 families who made generous 
donations to the Nicaragua scholarship again this year.  
Donations totaled over $10,000!  Our support enables 
these boys and girls to attend high school and college 
and makes a significant impact on their future.  In 
December CCUCC sponsors sent Christmas cards to 
their students, and children in our Learning 
Community made 90 cards so that every scholarship 
student would receive a card. Word from Nicaragua is 
that the students and their families were very happy to 
be so blessed!

Thank you, Thank you!
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On the Web at:
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Dates to Remember (see inside for details)

February 3  Souper Bowl Sunday, Food Drive
February 10 Out to Lunch Bunch Resumes, following worship
February 13 Ash Wednesday
February 14 Valentine’s Day
February 18 President’s Day
February 20 Deacon’s Meeting 
February 27 Singing for Justice, WSU Bryan Hall 8:00pm 

* Newsletter Announcement Deadline:  Please remember to have all newsletter announcements 
into the church office no later than the 20th of each month. Feel free to send your information via 

email, phone it into Trina or leave a note in the office, thanks for your cooperation!

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Remember to visit our Thrift Shop
for the best bargains in town . . .
and spread the word to others!

Hours:
Tuesdays:  4:30 - 6:30 pm

Thursdays & Fridays:  12 noon - 4 pm

525 N.E. Campus Ave.
Pullman, WA  99163

Return Service Requested

community congregational

united church 
o f c h r i s t

ADDRESS, PHONE OR EMAIL UPDATES
PLEASE GIVE TO TRINA AT THE OFFICE -- 

509-332-6411 or pullmanucc@frontier.com 
The church directory will be updated.  THANKS!   


