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I met a young man who was in town visiting a friend recently.   As our brief 
conversation began the inevitable question was raised:  “What do you do for a 
living?”  I told him that I was a pastor at a church in town.  He continued to ask 
questions, curious about what would draw a person to do such a thing, and do it 
here in Pullman.  “No, I didn’t graduate from WSU” I said.  “No, I didn’t grow 
up in the area and I don’t have extended family nearby.  I came to do ministry 
with and for a group of people at Community Congregational United Church 
of Christ.”  He was listening and playing out scenarios in his head.   When his 
demeanor changed, I sensed his realization that if none of the more familiar 
reasons had brought me here, my purpose might be something completely foreign 
to him.  He was getting a little nervous and looked like he was thinking, “Is he 
whacky, crazy, one of those strange religious types.”  And as much as I wanted to 
alleviate his fears about what ministry at CCUCC looked like, I was also struck 
that ministry is sometimes a strange, edgy, countercultural thing to do.  The 
Christian ministry that we all do is, and should be, out of step with the norm.  

These days, those of us who participate in a faith community carry a kind of 
holy tension into our relationship with others:  the same, yet different.  We feel 
this tension especially in a university town like Pullman and in a progressive 
Christian community like CCUCC.  In the academic community, the very real and 
important spiritual aspects of our lives have for too long been dismissed as either 
non-existent, irrelevant, or irrational.  In such a setting, there are times when we 
don’t want to admit to noticing, let alone being guided by the spiritual,  for fear 
we won’t be taken seriously.  And in the wider community there are many negative 
examples of religion gone wrong:  when faith is used to control and manipulate, or 
to justify oppression, arrogance, incivility, and downright meanness.  Many of us 
can quickly offer personal examples of the harm done to us or to those we love by 
religion gone wrong, and we don’t want to be associated with it.

But there are costs involved in allowing this cultural inertia directing us away from 
faith.  (No, I’m not saying that we will all be seeing each other in the burning 
fires of hell if we don’t go to church!)  It is understandable when we don’t identify 
ourselves as a Christian or a member of a church because we don’t have the energy 
in the moment to combat the assumptions that come with it.  The costs begin to 
show themselves when we do that so often that we begin to forget the reasons 
we wanted to be involved in Christian community in the first place.  When we 
forget how our experience of God’s spirit has shaped us and set before us the hope 
of something better than the current configuration of human culture, we’ve lost 
something.  When we stop exploring the divine through meditative practices and 
acts of compassion, we’ve lost something.  We begin to lose a unique and beneficial 
identity.

continued on next page



LEARNING COMMUNITY CALL FOR 
VOLUNTEERS- The Learning Community is 
programmed by a variety of people from a variety 
of backgrounds who have volunteered their time 
to teaching our children. Without these dedicated 
individuals there would be no classes available for 
Learning Community. You too can be a volunteer 
teacher. Training, support and curriculum is all 
provided. Learning Community is still looking for 
teachers in the Elementary Class for two weeks in 
March and the month of May. The Middle School 
Class is looking for teachers for the months of 
March and April. Please let me know if you would 
be interested in taking one of the months to work 
with our children. We would hate to have to cancel 
classes because we don’t have volunteers to teach. We 
will also be looking for summer curriculum ideas and 
volunteers soon. If you would be interested in helping 
plan the summer program or have ideas let me know. 
Thank you to all of our dedicated parents, teachers 
and volunteers that help make Learning Community 
continue each year.

EASTER RIDES NEEDED FOR 
BISHOP PLACE RESIDENTS- Volunteer 
Sign up sheets are available in the Narthex for those 
willing to pick-up and/or drop-off members of our 
church who live in the Bishop Place Senior living 
community for Easter Service, March 31st.  For more 
questions please feel free to contact Chip or Kristine.

COMFORT FOOD COOK-OFF
Saturday, April 6th 

Family Promise will host a unique fundraising event 
that will bring our congregations together to share 
our favorite comfort food, enjoy fellowship and 
entertainment. Each host and partner congregation 
will be asked to bring their favorite  “comfort food,” 
which will then be judged by attendees who will 
sample the food. Voting will be done as attendees put 
money in jars to express appreciation for the food. 
The Comfort Food Cook-off will take place at St. 
Mary’s Elementary School gymnasium in Moscow. 
Congregational volunteers will be contacted very soon 
to begin planning this event, and additional publicity 
will follow. We would be grateful for volunteers who 
are interested in working on the Comfort Food Cook-
off. Volunteers can respond to this e-mail or can 
contact Melissa Jeffery who will be coordinating this 
event at mjeffery06@yahoo.com.

In my brief encounter with the young visitor to 
Pullman, my initial inclination was to take the easy 
way out and not get into the subject of faith.  But 
as we continued to talk and I shared the kinds of 
activities we do in this congregation, I realized how 
important and how countercultural they really are.  
Simple things like talking honestly together in a 
group about doubts and questions and widely varying 
experiences of God; contemplating our failings or our 
mortality while listening to a beautiful piece of music; 
practicing different ways of giving something away 
to others as well as accepting the gifts offered to us; 
valuing our children by teaching them what we know 
while also being open enough to learn from them; 
reminding one another time and again that each and 
every one of us is a beloved child of God; creating 
a safe space for everyone to explore faith, no matter 
what.  All of this (and more) is our unique attempt to 
follow God in the Way Jesus taught.  These ways of 
living in community don’t make us better than, but do 
set us apart from many others as we attempt to live 
deeper and fuller lives together.  They offer the identity 
we seek.  They make us strange (in a good way).

Blessings as we follow together,
Chip

MARCH FOOD 
DRIVE 
Please help support our local 
food banks by bringing some 
of these items to church 
during March.  -  Each 
week client families receive 
two bags of basics food 
items.  One bag includes: 
cans of soup, vegetables, fruit and tuna, macaroni 
and cheese, & top ramen.  The second bag has: cereal 
(hot or cold), rice, chili, refried beans, tomato sauce, 
tomatoes, spaghetti sauce,  pasta and a packaged 
pasta dinner. Other items clients can select include: 
ketchup, mustard, jam, pickles, pancake mix, syrup, 
hot chocolate, tea, household items.  – The first week 
of March brown bags with tags of list items went 
out in our weekly Sunday bulletin. Feel free to fill 
that bag and return it to church any Sunday during 
March.  If shopping is difficult for you any donations 
are appreciated and the food bank personnel can 
shop for items needed at that time. All donations 
will be divided between Pullman Child Welfare and 
Community Action Center.
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NICARAGUAN SCHOLARSHIP 
STUDENTS
TAKE A DEEPER LOOK...

All of our scholarship 
students are from the 
northern region of 
Nicaragua, outside of 
the town of Condega 
which is located in 
the North-Central 
mountains or 
highlands. This is an 
upland region away 
from the Pacific coast, with a cooler climate than the 
Pacific Lowlands. About a quarter of the country’s 
agriculture takes place in this region, with coffee 
grown on the higher slopes. 

Population-wise, Condega is a similar size to Pullman 
(not counting WSU students) with a population of 
approximately 9,000 people. The students live in many 
different small villages along the river Piré. These 
villages range from about 10-30 kilometers from 
Condega.

There are two groups of sponsors for the 91 students 
who received scholarships in 2012.  One group is 
all over the United States; Jess Neff works with 
them.  The second group is our Pullman group.  The 
scholarship support is making a real difference in the 
lives of the students. Here are some statistics:

*Number of students who have participated,   
    2001-Present:  about 250 total

*Number of students who have graduated from                    
high school: 40

*Number of students in college: 38

*Number of Sponsors/Students Participating in          
2011: 78

*Number of schools participating: High schools: 4  
Colleges: 11

Next month we will begin spotlighting students who 
have participated and describing their lives, their 
families, and 
how our 
scholarship 
support has 
impacted their 
lives.

MOMENTS TO PAUSE: JOURNEYING 
WITH JESUS ON HIS LAST DAY 
Friday, March 29th
Drop-in Noon-6:00pm

Jesus’ last day contains poignant, timeless moments 
that can help us reflect on our own lives and world. 
The emotional and physical places he experienced in 
such a different time and place can help to ground us 
here and now. They can help to situate us on our own 
journey. Drop in between noon and 6pm to walk the 
labyrinth and pause at stations that tangibly reflect 
different aspects of Jesus’ last day such as doubt, 
betrayal, etc...

Sunday, March 31st, 2013
This month’s Faith In service and project(s) will be 
canceled due to Easter Sunday. We hope you will join 
us on April 28th when we will resume Faith In as 
usual.  

EASTER SUNDAY
Please join us Sunday, 
March 31st for our Easter 
Sunday service.  

DON’T FORGET...
March 10th, 2013 

Daylight Savings Time
At 2 a.m. on March 10th, 

2013 don’t forget to turn your clocks forward one 
hour, marking the beginning of Daylight Saving Time 
(DST). 

A little fun fact:  Arizona (with the exception of the 
Navajo Nation) and Hawaii and the territories of 
Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Guam, and American 
Samoa are the only places in the U.S. that do not 
observe DST but instead stay on “standard time” 
all year long. And if you’ve spent any time in the 
sweltering summer sun in those regions you can 
understand why residents don’t need another hour of 
sunlight.



Much of what we consider out-dated technology 
can be utilized to create usable technology for others 
who can use it to help them reach their potential. We 
will continue to collect computers and technology 
for the World Computer Exchange in the coming 
months.  They especially need Pentium 4 or newer 
desktops, Pentium 3 or newer laptops, harddrives, 
and flatscreen monitors.  Thanks.  

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
CONFERENCE 2013 ANNUAL 
MEETING-
April 26th-28th 2013

This years Pacific Northwest Conference Annual 
Meeting will be held April 26th-28th 2013 in 
Wenatchee, WA.  We are currently looking for 
delegates to attend this meeting on behalf of our 
church. If you think this is something that might be 
of interest to you, please contact Chip or Kristine at 
pullmanucc@frontier.com or 509-332-6411.

35TH ANNUAL ROGER WILLIAMS 
SYMPOSIUM 
March 17th and 18th.  

Sunday, March17th- With special guest Rev. 
Michael-Ray Mathews who has worked with People 
Improving Communities through Organizing 
(PICO) for over ten years will speak on Faith 
Organizations Working for the Common Good. Buffet 
dinner & main address will be held at the CUB 
Junior Ball Room at WSU, doors open at 5:30pm.  
Cost: $10 per person if registered by March 12, $15 
otherwise. 
Monday, March 18th- Simpson United Methodist 
Church, (325 NE Maple) Highlights: Surprising 
Benefits of Community Work-Surprising Benefits of 
Confronting Our Assumptions-Suprising Benefits 
of Mani-Stream Changes.  8:45am-1:30pm. Doors 
open at 8:15am-Worships and light lunch. Free 
admission. 
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25TH ANNUAL DINNER/AUCTION
 April 21st, 2013 at Banyans on the Ridge. 
This is our primary annual fundraising event, with 
proceeds supporting our ministries on campus and 
within our community. Contact the Interfaith House 
office or a Common Ministry council member for 
details or to purchase tickets.
 
Please note:

*Interfaith Mythbusters 
continues to meet every Thursday evening in the 
Dining Room of the Interfaith House.  5pm-7pm.  
Meal and discussion provided at no cost. 

*Meditation continues to meet every Tuesday 
and Thursday 12:15pm to 12:45pm in Room 8 of 
the Interfaith House.  Meditation instruction and 
practice time provided.  All faiths welcome.  No cost.

For more information on events, meetings, and 
getting involved contact:  office@interfaith-house.
com,  www. interfaith-house.com, www.facebook.
com/InterfaithHouseWSU, or call 509-332-2611.

MEALS FOR INTERFAITH 
MYTHBUSTERS-If you can help make a meal 
for students participating in Interfaith Mythbusters 
at the Interfaith House, they would rejoice! The 
following dates are available:  March 28; April 4, 11, 
18, 25.  Each Thursday 15-20 students participate, so 
it is helpful to have two people working together per 
night.  

Meal begins at 5pm. Sign up in the Narthex or talk 
to Chip for more details.

  “PI SUNDAY”
March 10th
In celebration of 
National Pi Day, 
(which is March 
14th) we will have a 
“Pie”/ “Pi” celebration, 
Sunday March 
10th following worship in Fellowship hall.  “Pi” is 
the mathematical formula, 3.14 that has to do with 
circles--think back to your geometry days.  On this 
day we won’t wrack our brains with hard math, just 
good friends and yummy pie! If you’d like to share 
your favorite pie recipe feel free to bring it along. 
Come ready to enjoy!



Birthdays and 
Anniversaries in March:

3  Derek McLean
9         Jane & Erich Lear
14      Beth Waddel 
  & Bill Condon
16      Sue Schell
21      Julie Stanton
25     Will Hindman
28     Bill Condon  
31     Donna Holstad          

*****************************************
  
       
  
        

George Belt passed away on February 14, 2013 peac-
fully at his home surrounded by family. George had 
recently returned home from the hospital and had 
good family time before passing. Let’s please keep 
Helen Belt, her daughters and family in our thoughts 
and prayers. A memorial service will be announced at 
a later date. 

******************************************************************
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 2013-

The Church Directory is  undergoing it’s final draft 
and will be just about ready for print for the 2013 
year. Many apologies for the delay, many of you have 
been asking for copies. Please make sure to get any 
known changes to the church office asap so they can 
make it in before the directory goes to print. Once 
finalized there will be copies available in the Narthex. 
Thank you for your help and patience.

Thank you to all who donated parishable food items 
on our “Souper Bowl” Sunday. The items given were 
donated to the local food banks to help fellow 
community members in need. Your generosity is 
greatly appreciated! Let’s really show them how much 
we care by making our March Food Drive a huge 
success!

Thank you to Bob Grunewald 
for all your efforts to coordinate 
an informal time of remembrance 
for Rev. Ted Edquist that took 
place Saturday, February 23rd. 
Rev. Edquist will be fondly 
remembered for the great man 
that he was. 

Thank You...

Congratulations!!!

A Very Special 
Congratulations to 

our very own Kristine 
Zakarison

Kristine was nominated for 
the Woman of Distinction Award through WSU’s and 
was awarded the honor  in February.  We are more 
than proud of you Kristine for achieving this honor.  

There will be an awards ceremony, March 26th in the 
WSU CUB Ballroom from 11:30-1:00pm. Tickets are 
$15 to attend. 

Key note speaker will be Dr. Mae Jemison, the first 
African American woman astronaunt who flew aboard 
the Space Shuttle Endeavor Spacelab Japan mission in 
1992.  

Please feel free to give Kristine your personal 
congratualations when you see her and let her know 
how very proud of her we are! 
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Dates to Remember (see inside for details)

Month of March Food Drive-Bring Canned Food
March 10 Day light Saving Time Begins
March 10 “Pi Sunday”-following worship
March 17 St. Patrick’s Day
March 20 CE/Trustees Board Meeting(s)
March 29 Good Friday-Labyrinth
March 31 Easter Sunday Service
April 6 Family Promise Comfort Food Cook-Off

* Newsletter Announcement Deadline:  Please remember to have all newsletter announcements 
into the church office no later than the 20th of each month. Feel free to send your information via 

email, phone it into Trina or leave a note in the office, thanks for your cooperation!

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Remember to visit our Thrift Shop
for the best bargains in town . . .
and spread the word to others!

Hours:
Tuesdays:  4:30 - 6:30 pm

Thursdays & fridays:  12 noon - 4 pm

525 N.E. Campus Ave.
Pullman, WA  99163

Return Service Requested

community congregational

united church 
o f c h r i s t

ADDRESS, PHONE OR EMAIL UPDATES
PLEASE GIVE TO TRINA AT THE OffICE -- 

509-332-6411 or pullmanucc@frontier.com 
The church directory will be updated.  THANKS!   


