
Nurturing Faith, 
         Growing Community, 
                      and Sowing Seeds of Justice and Peace on the Palouse 

Communicator                                 

Community Congregational United Church of Christ

Inside

Family Promise Cook-Off p. 2
Save the Date Events...... p. 3
Campership Brunch............ p. 4
Spotlight........................ p. 5 
In Memorium..................p. 5
Dates to Remember..... p. 6

,God is still speaking,
UNITED CHURCH
O F  C H R I S T

 April 2013

True confessions:  I love rock music. Classic, alternative, folk, whatever the 
flavor, I grew up listening to it.  So listening to rock creates an experience for me 
unlike other kinds of music because, I suppose, it connects me to that rebellious 
time when I was deciding who I was going to be.  This music—Boston (my first 
album), Heart, AC/DC, Led Zeppelin, Bruce, REM, U2, Dylan—was NOT the 
kind of music my parents listened to and because of that simple fact, listening to 
it differentiated me from them.   I was driving home recently and was listening 
to a mix cd Emma had made.  Surprisingly, I often like the music my teenaged 
daughter listens to, but it has taken me some time to appreciate Hip Hop, R&B, 
and Rap.  But, I have made some headway and so now I don’t immediately skip 
over songs.  I’ve learned to listen for a while in order to develop a familiarity.  On 
this particular evening, I listened to a song by Seattle rapper, Macklemore.  (If 
you never thought you’d listen to rap, but now want to try it out, I’d recommend 
Macklemore)  The song, “Ten Thousand Hours,” is in part about Macklemore 
becoming proficient and famous as an artist because he put in ten thousand hours 
of practice.  “Ten thousand hours felt like ten thousand ants,/ ten thousand ants, 
they carry me” and “The greats weren’t great because at birth they could paint/ the 
greats were great because they paint a lot.” Malcolm Gladwell talks about this in 
his book, Outliers.  He quotes neurologist Daniel Levitin:  “The emerging picture 
from these studies is that ten thousand hours of practice is required to achieve the 
level of mastery associated with being a world-class expert—in anything,”— p. 
40  In case you are wondering, that translates to about 10 years of consistent, 
dedicated, focused attention to a skill or subject.  
        
As I drove home, this idea of ten thousand hours bounced around and around 
within me. First I thought, “Yes, we can do whatever we want if we put our minds 
to it.”  But then, at the end of what had been a slushy, grey, not quite spring day on 
the Palouse I realized that I was deluding myself by listening with younger ears.  
Who was I kidding?  Every option is not open to each of us.  Many of us don’t 
have the time to remake ourselves even if we wanted to do so.  The idea that we 
can become proficient at whatever we want isn’t false, but I noticed that for me, 
it easily becomes a delusion.  Delusions can sometimes be therapeutic.  They can 
shield us from hard truths and help us cope with very difficult realities.  But in 
normal circumstances, delusions keep us from living the kind of life we value and 
affirm.   The idea that I can become anything I desire if I just practice is a delusion 
when it comforts me and appeases my anxiety enough that I don’t end up doing 
anything different. If, however, this idea motivates me to act, change, grow, then it 
is a generative idea rather than a delusion.  
        
The same can be said about theology.  Our ideas about God and how God is 
present within and among us can be delusions that keep us from acting in the 
world in meaningful ways, or they can be generative and transformational.  I 
wonder about delusional theology especially at this time of year, when we celebrate 
the outrageous idea of resurrection: that Jesus was dead, and now is alive.  Some of 
us affirm that events happened 2,000+ years ago transcending laws of nature, while 
others of us hear the story and affirm it as metaphorically true with a wider scope 

Same s@#t, different day, 
same struggle

Slow motion as time slips 
through my knuckles

Nothing beautiful about it, 
no light at the tunnel

For the people that put the 
passion before them being 

comfortable
Raw, unmedicated heart no 

substitute
Banging on table tops, no 

substitute
I’m feeling better than ever 
man, what is up with you?

...

Part of the show
It all fades away

Lights go to black
Band leaves the stage
You wanted an encore

But there’s no encore today
Cause the moment is now
Can’t get it back from the 

grave.”
--Macklemore, from Ten 

Thousand Hours, The Heist.



HAVE YOU CONSIDERED 
AUTOMATIC DEPOSIT OF PLEDGE 
CONTRIBUTIONS? 
HAVE YOU WONDERED 
HOW TO DO IT?
Some people have 
asked about making 
automatic deposits of 
pledge contributions and 
wondered if our church is 
set up to accept them. In 
short, the answer is no, but 
there is something you can 
do that is just as convenient 
and doesn’t cost the church anything (automatic 
deposit capability typically costs about 1-3% of the 
amount contributed).
If you use a bill paying service through your bank or 
credit union (I personally know that both Columbia 
Bank and the state employees credit union offer 
this service and at least for some customers it is at 
no additional charge), you may be able to set up an 
automatic payment schedule for your pledge payments. 
You can pick which day of the month your pledge 
payment should be received by the church (we don’t 
care) and set up the pledge to be paid in monthly, 
bi-monthly or quarterly installments. Again, paying on 
a schedule that is convenient for you is just fine with 
the church. If you sometimes forget your monthly 
contribution, or find that you don’t get to church on 
the Sunday when you want to make it and don’t want 
to pay postage, this is a very convenient way to make 
your payments.
If you have questions, please email Carl Hauser at: 
carl.hauser@gmail.com.

EDIBLE LANDSCAPE IN OUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD?  

What if some of the areas reserved for simple grass 
were growing food people could eat?  What if the 
unkept land in our neighborhood were planted with 
fruits and vegetables and maintained by neighbors? 
All of that food could be gathered and eaten, with the 
help of Backyard Harvest.  The only thing missing 
from this idea is a few people who want to coordinate 
a project, possibly on the wild patch of land in front of 
the parking lot across campus street from the church, 
or in the new park on Ruby and Colorado. If this is 
something you’d be interested in helping coordinate, 
let Chip or Kristine know.   

of understanding, while still others throw up our hands 
and don’t know what to make of it.  No matter how we 
understand the story of Easter, we can be delusional.  
Our ideas and understanding and beliefs can make us 
comfortable and more at ease.  These understandings 
can make us feel like we are on the right track, but if 
they don’t move us to act out the compassion found 
at the very heart of the story of Jesus, they become 
delusions.  

It doesn’t take ten thousand hours to learn how to do 
something well, only to master it.  It doesn’t take ten 
thousand hours of practice to be a faithful Christian.  
It begins immediately with a few minutes of extending 
our compassion.  When we do, Christ is risen indeed!  
(No matter what kind of music we enjoy)

Blessings,
Chip

COMFORT 
FOOD 

COOK-OFF

Saturday, April 6th 
St. Mary’s Elementary School, Moscow. 

Please support Family Promise in our initial 
fundraising efforts as we host a unique fundraising 
event that will bring congregations together to share 
favorite comfort foods, and enjoy a fun evening of 
entertainment. Each host and partner congregation 
is bringing a favorite  “comfort food,” which will then 
be judged by attendees who will sample the food.   
Carol Spurling will be making our contribution.
Voting will be done as attendees put money in jars 
to express appreciation for the food.   For tickets, 
contact Mike or Lynn McCollough, or go to www.
familypromisepalouse.org for more info.

FEEL OUT OF THE LOOP?  
Did you know you could receive weekly email updates 
from the UCC full of news and ideas from other 
UCC congregations across the country?  You can stay 
informed by signing up on the web at:
http://www.ucc.org/news/keeping-you-eposted/
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9TH ANNUAL PULLMAN STREAM 
CLEAN-UP - 
Saturday, April 6, 2013: 10am-1pm

The Clean-Up will take place on the South Fork 
Palouse River and Missouri Flat Creek within the City 
of Pullman. Gather with coordinators from Palouse 
Clearwater Environmental Institute at Spring Street 
Park in Pullman at 10:00am to kick off the event. 
We will beautify Pullman’s waterways until 1:00pm 
when refreshments will be served.  *Please wear work 
clothes and sturdy shoes. Be prepared for both sun and cold 
weather. Remember sun-block, hat, water bottle, snacks, 
sunglasses, etc.
For more information or to sign up please contact 
PCEI’s Education Outreach Coordinator, Heather 
Huston atserving@pcei.org. 

8TH ANNUAL MARCH FOR MEALS
Saturday, April 13th

This is a fun filled event sponsored 
by Council on Aging & Human 
Services designed to give our 
community the opportunity to 
raise funds to support Meals-
On-Wheels and Senior nutrition 

in Whitman County.  There will be 2 locations to 
participate this year; WSU’s Mooberry Track & Field 
from 1-3pm and Colfax High School Track from 
10-12noon.
For additional info. contact Council on Aging: 509-
397-4305 or visit the website: http://www.coa-hs.org

GOD’S HARMONY CHOIR ANNUAL 
MOM’S WEEKEND CONCERT 
April 13th 11:30am-1:00pm
CCUCC Sanctuary

God’s Harmony’s Mom’s 
Weekend Concert is put 
on every year by God’s 
Harmony of WSU. This 
lively choir worships the 
lord through song and 
dance and encourages the 
community to join in. This 
event is open to the community and also serves as a 
food drive. 
Ticket prices are $7 for adults and $5 for children 12 
and under. Ticket prices are reduced to $5 for adults 
and $3 for children when a non-perishable food item. 
is brought (at least one item per person). 
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Sunday, April 28th, 2013
Chip and Kristine will be away at Annual Meeting, so 
please let one of them know if you’d be willing to help 
lead portions of worship or service projects on this day.

As usual, we’ll gather at the church at 10:30am for 
a brief hymn and prayer, and then we will do about 
an hour (or so) of service together, with projects for 
people of all ages and ability levels.  

Now a tradition, one of the sites will be at the Bishop 
Place Independent Living Social Hall for a hymn sing 
and prayers.  This begins at 10:45, so please feel free 
to go directly to Bishop Place if you are looking for a 
more “traditional” worship experience.
As the weather becomes milder, we’ll try some outdoor 
projects, including we hope, beginning work on 
neighborhood edible landscapes.  

The Nursery will be open.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
If you weren’t in church on March 24, please consider 
supporting our congregation’s offering to OGHS.  
Over the last year, the resources shared through 
OGHS  brought joy to every corner of the world, 
including here in the United States. Thousands of 
people were given hope and resources that changed 
their lives for the better.  

The United Church of Christ partners with Christians 
from eight other Protestant denominations and 
Church World Service in the ecumenical One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering, thus multiplying our 
effectiveness and extent of our witness. In cooperation 
with Global Ministries, ACT Alliance, Interchurch 
Medical  Assistance, Foods  Resource Bank, 
Oikocredit, Freedom from  Hunger and hundreds of 
local partners around the world, One Great Hour of 
Sharing is part of a remarkable network of service and 
caring that is efficient, effective and faithful.

Please consider extending our compassion by adding 
your support.  Checks with “OGHS” in the memo line 
will be added to the total amount we send.  Thanks!

SAVE THE DATES



YOUTH MISSION UPDATE
9 youth and 4 adults are preparing to travel to Biloxi 
Mississippi June 8-15.  We will be working with the 
staff of Back Bay Mission to serve people in that 
area in a variety of ways. We are grateful for all the 
support you’ve given us over that past years so we 
can afford to go.  Thanks to all who bought delicious 
treats at our recent bake sale!  We raised nearly $400!  

As the date gets closer, we ask for your continued 
support not only for those of us who are traveling, 
but also for the Back Bay Mission organization 
which provides crucial assistance for people living on 
the edge.  Look for more detailed information about 
Back Back and what we’ll be doing there in the May 
Communicator.  

THE THRIFT 
SHOP
1/2 OFF 
EVERYTHING 
SALE
April 30th-May 3rd 
The Thrift Shop announces a spring clean-out sale of 
50% off everything in the store for three days at the 
end of the month.  The sale will be April 30 and May 
2 and 3.  Come early for the best selection.  

Our hours are the same as every week:  Tuesdays, 
from 4:30-6:30 p.m. and on Thursday and Friday, 
from 12 noon to 4 p.m.  We also welcome clothing 
and household goods that are in good shape (no 
rips, worn areas or breaks).  The proceeds from Thrift 
Shop sales, beyond our expenses, go to various local 
charities and social agencies every year.  

If you would like to contribute time to the Thrift 
Shop, contact Nancy Mack, 332-6252.

LEARNING COMMUNITY 
ENROLLMENT FORMS 2013-Available in 
the Narthex, confirm your families information or fill 
out a form for new enrollment, we’ll see you soon!

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEETING
April 26th-28th 2013
Wenatchee, WA  

Come hear keynote speaker Rev. Linda Jaramillo, 
Executive Minister of Justice and Witness Ministries 
of the UCC, and attend great worship and stimulating 
workshops (UCC 101; Finding Funds for Ministry; 
Faith, Climate, and Coal; What your Pastors Learn at 
Boundary Training, etc)  
This is our opportunity to gather with our brothers 
and sisters in ministry at over 82 churches around the 
region.  As only 3 of us are attending at this point, we 
are still looking for people to be delegates on behalf of 
our church. Please email Chip or Kristine or call the 
church office 332-6411 if you are interested.

25TH ANNUAL COMMON MINISTRY 
DINNER/AUCTION
 April 21st, 2013 at Banyans on the Ridge. 

Come support programs 
such as Interfaith 
Mythbusters and all the 
hospitality happening at 
Interfaith House.  Social 
hour  begins at 5pm with a 
no-host bar. 6pm marks the 
start of dinner and the live 
and silent auction. Tickets 
are $40 per person. (students attend for free!)
Contact Chip Laird or Nancy Nydegger for details or 
to purchase tickets.  

CAMPERSHIP BRUNCH
Sunday, April 14th after church. 

Please join us for this 
year’s Campership Brunch 
immediately following 
worship. The fabulous CE 
Board chefs are at it again!  
Proceeds go to provide 
scholarship assistance to 
youth attending camp.

MEET NEW CAMP MANAGER 
MARK BOYD
Sunday, April 21 after church

Mark and his wife, Julie will be with us with slides 
and updates about summer camps and what is new at 
N-Sid-Sen Camp and Conference Center!

Community Congregational United Church of Christ           4        525 NE Campus Ave.  Pullman, WA  99163



Birthdays and 
Anniversaries in April:

12 Kalvin Johanson
13 Katie Hindman
13      Joyce Wills
14 Kristine Zakarison
19 Beth Waddel
21 Margaret Vogt
19 Carl & Ginny Hauser
          

*****************************************
         
          

Longtime member Ed Bennett died suddenly on 
March 3, 2013. Please continue to keep Marge and 
their son, Michael in your thoughts and prayers as they 
try to cope with this sudden loss. Thank you to all who 
attended Banyan’s to remember and celebrate Ed’s life.  
He certainly will continue to be loved, missed, and 
remembered. 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 2013
The Church Directory is  undergoing it’s final draft(s) 
and will be just about ready for print for the 2013 
year.  Many apologies for the delay, many of you have 
been asking for copies. Please make sure to get any 
known changes to the church office asap so they can 
make it in before the directory goes to print. Once 
finalized there will be copies available in the Narthex. 
Thank you for your help and patience.

Thank you to everyone who helped support our 
month of March Food Drive. 
What a successful turnout! Many 
families in Whitman county will 
benefit from your generous 
contributions. 

Thank you to all those who 
volunteered to supply rides on 
Easter Sunday for the residents of Bishop Place 
Senior Living Facility. 

A Special Thank you came in from The Bassham 
Family, “We would like to thank everyone that worked so 
hard for the memorial service you did for our mother.”  T. 
Bassham & Richard Marx

Thank you to all those who have sent get well wishes 
and prayers to the Gary and Sue Schell. Gary is 
making slow but steady progress. Let’s continue to 
show the family our love and support through our 
thoughts and prayers. If you’d like to send cards and 
get well wishes you can do so at:  

c/o: Gary & Sue Schell
Marlys & Len Achey 

5422 N. Northwood Dr. 
Spokane, WA 99212

Thank you to everyone who showed love and 
support to Kristine Zakarison while she received her 
Women of Distinction award at WSU on March 
26th. 

Thank you from the Warnock Family- The Warnock 
family wishes to express our sincerest thanks to all of 
our church family for the many prayers, cards and 
phone calls over the last couple of months since 
Juanita’s sister Sara’s accident.  Our God has truly 
blessed her with miraculous survival & healing and 
we know that all of your thoughts and prayers helped 
to make it possible.  Special thanks to Kristine and 
Chip for being our pastor’s through a difficult time 
and to Donna and Judy for keeping everyone up to 
date during the past few months.
Blessings To Everyone!  Juanita & Bob Warnock

Thank You...

  SPOTLIGHT...

Jenny Danvers-Congratulations on your 
successful recital performed March 22nd here at 
CCUCC! We all enjoyed listening to your beautiful 
voice and will miss you once you graduate. Thank you 
for years of commitment to our congregation thru the 
scholarship program and for being an outstanding 
recipient of that opportunity. We pray for your success 
in the future!
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Dates to Remember (see inside for details)
April 2 April Fool’s Day!!! (Tricked Ya!)
April 6 Family Promise Comfort Food Cook-Off
April 6 9th Annual Pullman Stream Clean-Up
April 12th-14th WSU’s Mom’s Weekend
April 13 God’s Harmony Event
April 14 Campership Brunch-Following worship
April 21 25th Annual Dinner/Auction-Interfaith House Event
April 26th-28th Pacific Northwest Conference Annual Meeting
April 28 Faith,In 
April 30th-May 3rd 1/2 off Evrything-Thrift Shop Sale
* Newsletter Announcement Deadline:  Please remember to have all newsletter announcements 
into the church office no later than the 20th of each month. Feel free to send your information via 

email, phone it into Trina or leave a note in the office, thanks for your cooperation!

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Remember to visit our Thrift Shop
for the best bargains in town . . .
and spread the word to others!

Hours:
Tuesdays:  4:30 - 6:30 pm

Thursdays & fridays:  12 noon - 4 pm

525 N.E. Campus Ave.
Pullman, WA  99163

Return Service Requested

community congregational

united church 
o f c h r i s t

ADDRESS, PHONE OR EMAIL UPDATES
PLEASE GIVE TO TRINA AT THE OffICE -- 

509-332-6411 or pullmanucc@frontier.com 
The church directory will be updated.  THANKS!   


