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Dear Friends,

Many of you have shared (willingly or not) the journey of my epilepsy with me 
over the past several years.  Six years ago, after having years of living on medication 
with partial seizures (not loss of consciousness seizures) but no general (grand 
mal) seizures, the pattern of my epilepsy changed, and I again began having grand 
mal seizures.  As many of you know, over the past six years, my seizures have 
increased in frequency to the point of being almost a monthly occurrence.  To a 
certain extent, the intensity has also increased.  I have gone through a variety of 
medications which, while they diminish the intensity of the seizures, have not 
stopped the seizures altogether. 

Epilepsy is an extremely common disability.  One in twenty six Americans will be 
diagnosed with epilepsy in their lifetime.  The rate is much higher in “2nd” and 
“3rd” world countries.  Statistically, epilepsy is more common than breast cancer 
in women, lung cancer in men.  Of those of us who have epilepsy, there are a 
significant number of us whose seizures are not well controlled through medication.  
When the location of the point of origin of the seizures can be localized in the 
brain, and depending upon a number of other factors, surgery is now the choice of 
treatment when medications fail.

The possibility of surgically treating my epilepsy was first introduced to me a year 
ago.  Since that time, I have been in the process of going through a lengthy testing 
and evaluation process in order to determine if I am a “good” candidate for surgery.  
What I have been recently found out is that I do, indeed, appear to be a good 
candidate.  While I still have some more testing to do, which will probably take 
me to Boston and Seattle during the upcoming weeks and months, the initial tests 
I have had done in Spokane and at the University of Washington Medical Center 
at Harborview are all indicating that surgery is the logical and necessary next step.  
At the moment, the course of testing and treatment is still being settled, but it is 
possible that I will be having this surgery toward the end of the summer/early fall, 
and then I will be taking off a period of time to recover.

Over the past months, as I have been in the process of evaluation and simply 
incorporating this news into my own life, I’ve been in very close conversation with 
my family, with Chip and with our Conference Minister, Mike Denton.  One of 
the things Mike has strongly encouraged me to do is to start a blog where any of 
you who want to know what is going on with my treatment can follow along.  I will 
be posting things I think people need to know there, trying to provide information 
about epilepsy and my situation . . . Who knows, perhaps having the occasional 
“guest blogger” from among my friends who also live with epilepsy.  As things 
unfold, I will post more about the particular situation I am dealing with, which is 
complicated and makes the surgery a bit complicated (thus all of the testing).  The 
blog is minimally up and the website is http://epileptica.com.  Please don’t feel that 
you have to follow it, but if you want to know what’s going on, that will be the place 
to look.

“So we must stumble and 
fall, I am sorry to say. 

And that does not mean 
reading about falling, as 
you are doing here. We 

must actually be out of the 
driver’s seat for a while, or 
we will never learn how to 
give up control to the Real 
Guide. It is the necessary 

pattern.”

Richard Rohr, Falling 
Upward, p. 66. 



The Communicator will not be going out 
monthly during the summer. Be looking for 
the next edition sometimes in August.  Keep 
an eye on the church website for summer 
announcements and news. 

Please be aware that schedules for Kristine, 
Chip and Trina will shift just a bit due to 
summer travel plans, trips, scheduled events, 
etc.  Tentative schedules are as followed:

Kristine:  Monday-Thursday
Chip:  Monday-Thursday
Trina, Parish Administrator:  Tue. -Fri.  10-12noon

Remember you can always email the church at 
pullmanucc@frontier.com or call and leave a message: 
509-332-6411. If someone is not available to assist 
you at the time you reach out, we will return your 
message shortly after receiving it! Thank you for your 
patience during our Summer months. Now get out 
there and enjoy that sun!!! 

NEIGHBORHOOD GARDEN 

The wild patch of land in front of the parking lot 
across campus street from the church has been 
designated our edible landscape area.  During April 
and May’s Faith-In’s we made great progress with 
planting and moving the garden along.  

Our plan is to beautify the stone retaining wall with 
some colorful mosaic panels created with our CAPS 
and LIDS!  We are still in need of volunteers and 
individuals willing to help coordinate and donate 
time,  labor and lots of love. If this is something you’d 
be interested in helping coordinate, let Chip know.   

•

•

My vision is that Jonathan, Chip, and Leda will also 
have access to the site so they can help keep you 
updated as things unfold.  What is important to me 
is that all in our community have “equal access” to 
information – I don’t want to create a situation where 
some people know more than others, since I recognize 
how unhealthy that is for a congregation.  In the 
meantime, I hope you will all understand that this 
will be the main way I will share information – both 
to respect my own privacy, as well as to not spend all 
of my time talking about my own medical condition, 
which would not be a plus for me.

If there are ways that you would like to help, my strong 
suggestion would be to help continue and strengthen 
the wonderful community that is Community 
Congregational United Church of Christ.  Offer to 
preach or lead worship, help with the myriad of tasks 
that will need to be done, sign up to be on a board 
since they will have more responsibility in my absence 
(speak with Doug Blanks-Hindman, our Moderator, 
about this), keep things going.  Know that, on the days 
I’m not having seizures, I actually feel fine, and allow 
me to continue to minister in all the ways I love doing.  
I invite you NOT to look at me with tragedy in your 
eye, and please don’t be offended if I don’t want to talk 
to each of you one-on-one about this – it’s just a bit 
overwhelming, at this point.  I hope you will put up 
with my own approach toward this, which is, in part, 
through humor . . . . For example, I am excited that 
finally Chip will have more hair than I will!  I invite all 
prayers, but in equal parts for our community as well 
as for me.  You are an amazing, healthy bunch, you 
have excellent leadership, and I know that you will do 
fine in my absence. 

Thank you for your love, your prayers, and your 
patience.  While no one really wants to go through 
what I have coming up, I am thankful to go through 
this with our community. 

With much love and many blessings,  
Kristine

With Summer upon us, CCUCC would 
like to remind you of a few changes 
happening during our Summer months 
as well.

Summer Learning Community will be full of 
fun activities creating peace in different ways, 
beginning June 9.  
The Choir will conclude June 9th for summer.
Sunday morning service will begin at 9:30AM 
June 16th--August 11th. 
The Thrift Shop will maintain their regular 
year-round hours during summer. They 
welcome you to come in and see them, donate, 
volunteer. 

•

•
•

•

2

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT CCUCC:

SUMMER IS UPON US:



 
1.  Pray for them while they are away.
2.  Follow their journey on their Facebook page:   
facebook.com/ccuccmissiontrip2013 (just go onto 
the page and “like” it).  
3.  Attend the worship service they will lead at some 
point after they return.

COMPUTER 
PROGRAMMING 
COURSE OFFERED 
THIS SUMMER

This summer, Jonathan will be 
organizing a course in computer 
programming, to be held at the 
church, open to all who are interested.  
Active participation will require a laptop and a 
willingness to install software tools, but listening in 
will be OK too.  Course content and frequency is a 
work in progress, and suggestions are welcome.  Also, 
co-teachers would be very welcome!  
We are looking for others who would be willing to 
lend their expertise in a variety of areas, so let Jonathan 
know if you are interested.

Keep a look out for more information to come on 
scheduled dates/times of courses. 

LEARNING COMMUNITY:  Thank you to 
everyone who attended the Campership Brunch, we 
raised $808 thanks to your generous donations! A BIG 
thank you to CE Board members for providing all of 
the wonderful food. On May 5th we said good-bye to 
Annelise Smith who’d worked in our Nursery for the 
past three years. Kortnee Bates has been substituting 
in the Nursery this Spring and will continue through 
the summer months.  Thank you also to all those who 
helped us onJune 2nd with our Learning Community 
Teacher Recognition, it’s essential to show our teachers 
and volunteers how much we appriciate them. 

This summer our young people will be learning ways 
to create peace.  They’ll learn things like non-violent 
communication, media literacy, ecology, etc… They’ll 
discover some Peace Heroes from history.  The only 
thing missing is adults to help teach.  

If you would be willing to team up with another 
person and volunteer for a Sunday, we’d love to 
have your help!  We only have a couple of Sundays 
remaining, so please help fill out the schedule in what 
looks to be a fun summer!
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THE THRIFT SHOP 
NEEDS DONATIONS:   

We could help you with your 
spring cleaning.  We need your 
slightly used, but useful, kitchen, 
house, garage, and closet items.  Bring them to the 
donation house on the corner.  We like slightly used 
clothing of all types, jewelry, knick knacks, and linens 
too.  You may request a receipt for tax purposes and 
feel good about supporting your local store.  

MEALS ON 
WHEELS 
SIGN-UP  

June 16th-30th  
 Meals on Wheels has our 

church scheduled to deliver 
noon-time meals to two routes of people from June 16 
through June 30.  We only have a few more slots open, 
so please help fill out the schedule.  Sign up sheets are 
in the Narthex, or you may use the “Sign Up Genius”. 
It is an easy, fast way to sign up!

 
To access the Sign Up Genius visit:   www.
SignUpGenius.com/go/70A0E44A8AD2CA57-meals 

Meals must be picked up by 11:30 a.m. at the Bishop 
Place Kitchen.  Your route will tell you what addresses 
to go to, and what food items to deliver.  The seniors 
love this service, and a cheery hello as you pass along 
a hot cooked lunch.  It takes about 1 1/2  hours to 
deliver the meals.  You need to be able to drive around 
Pullman, to go up and down a few steps, and to carry 
several food items to each house.  A hot and cold food 
container go into your car.  Everyone volunteering 
must have two forms filled out, the Background Check 
and the Confidentiality Statement.  If you delivered 
meals in the past year, you do not need to fill out the 
forms again.  For questions contact Nancy Mack, 332-
6252, and/or Tricia Grantham, 336-9165 who will be 
recruiting volunteers through June 10th. 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP UPDATE
June 8th-16th, 2013
10 of our high school youth and four 
chaperones left June 8th to spend 
a week in Biloxi, Mississippi doing 
service work at the Back Bay Mission.  
Back Bay is one of the oldest mission 
sites in the United Church of Christ.  Through this 
site, people from around the country have been doing 
home building, remodeling, and community building 
there for many years.  

You can be a part of their trip in the following ways: 



Sunday, June 30
Sunday, July 28
As usual, we’ll gather at the church at 10:30am for 
a brief hymn and prayer, and then we will do about 
an hour (or so) of service together, with projects for 
people of all ages and ability levels.  More info about 
weekly projects on our website and via email.
Now a tradition, one of the sites will be at the 
Bishop Place Independent Living Social Hall for 
a hymn sing and prayers.  This begins at 10:45, so 
please feel free to go directly to Bishop Place if you 
are looking to sing some ol’ time favorites and spend 
some time with residents there.  

SUMMER BOOK GROUP   
Tuesdays, 6:00 pm
Beginning June 25

This summer we all have the 
opportunity to discuss, argue 
with, and ultimately learn from a 
wise spiritual teacher as we read 
Richard Rohr’s Falling Upward:  A 
Spirituality for the Two Halves of 
Life. Of course, we’ll have the chance 
to listen to and learn from one another as well.  The 
following is a portion of The Invitation to a Further 
Journey section:

  “A journey into the second half of our own lives 
awaits us all. Not everybody goes there, even though 
all of us get older, and some of us get older than 
others. A “further journey” is a well-kept secret, for 
some reason. Many people do not even know there 
is one. There are too few who are aware of it, tell us 
about it, or know that it is different from the journey 
of the first half of life. So why should I try to light up 
the path a little? Why should I presume that I have 
anything to say here? And why should I write to 
people who are still on their first journey, and happily 
so? I am driven to write because after forty years 
as a Franciscan teacher, working in many settings, 
religions, countries, and institutions, I find that many, 
if not most, people and institutions remain stymied 
in the preoccupations of the first half of life. By that 
I mean that most people’s concerns remain those 
of establishing their personal (or superior) identity, 
creating various boundary markers for themselves, 
seeking security, and perhaps linking to what seem 
like significant people or projects. 

These tasks are good to some degree and even 
necessary. We are all trying to find what the Greek 
philosopher Archimedes called a “lever and a place to 

Some of you will 
remember that Kristine 
organized the children at 
Christmas time to make 
nearly 90 Christmas cards 
so that all the Nicaragua 
scholarship students, 
both those we sponsor 

and those sponsored by others, would receive a card.  
I thought you would appreciate this photo of some 
of the students with their cards.  Our Nicaragua 
coordinators commented on how pleased the students 
were to receive these special cards! 

When asked about the seriousness of the students in 
the photo (see below) 
 “... It is a cultural thing--they’ve told me that they 
look serious in photos because they think it makes them 
look more respectful and it’s just what they’ve always done. 
When I was there we’d all be laughing and joking around 
and when a camera came out, they’d get very serious looks. 
I’ve told our organizers numerous times to please make 
them smile big in the photos, but it usually doesn’t work. I 
explained to them that to us, they look very sad when they 
don’t smile, but it’s quite a cultural difference. Just know 
that they were all probably smiling right before the photo 
was taken.”   ~ Jessica  “Jess” Neff

In addition, many students also received Christmas 
cards from you, their sponsors.  Receiving two cards 
from us really made their day!  Thanks for all you do to 
enhance these 
students’ lives!!!  

Keep an eye 
out for future 
updates and 
progress on the 
Nicaraguan 
students. We 
are in the 
process of 
getting the 
most recent 
shipment of letters to all sponsors so be looking for 
your letter.  We’ll be in touch soon about writing back 
to your students. Adios for now from Nicaragua!

FRESH OREGON BERRIES:  Chris 
Hundhausen is organizing signups and for each box 
of fresh, frozen Oregon berries ordered, $3.oo will be 
donated to the Food Bank. (Last year we generated 
$200.00 in donations!!!).  

Please sign up by June 29th on table in the narthex 
where you’ll find check writing instructions, along 
with a list of berries available and order forms.  Berries 
will be delivered to Pullman sometime between mid-
Aug. and mid-Sept Questions?  See detailed info in 
narthex or talk to Chris directly. Thank you for your 
support.

Community Congregational United Church of Christ           4        525 NE Campus Ave.  Pullman, WA  99163



Birthdays and Anniversaries 
              ~May~

10 Ardis Hauser
11 Patrick Worthey
12 Guy Worthey
12 Alisher Meredith
15 Marj Grunewald
21 Carl Spurling
22 Jasmine Meredith
23 Elsina Lee Brown
25 Rhonda & Derek McLean
26 Jim Wills
28 Corey & Monica Johnson           
              ~June~

1 Nancy Mack
4 John Roberson
5 Bill Ackley
6 Nicole Lovrich
7 Judy & Maurice Windsor
7 Carl Hauser
9 Christopher Reid
9 Clayton Johnson
10 Cooper Stanton
11 Bill Kerr
13 Carol & Walk Spurling
14 Bob Grunewald
14 Karl Bamesberger
15 JoAnn Story
16 MaryAnn Boehmke
17 Nancy & Richard Mack
17 Gary & Sue Schell
18 John & Alice Kramer
18 Katie Hauser
20 Jim & Joyce Wills
20 Beth Hindman
22 Roger Spencer
27 Klayton Johanson
30 Doug & Beth Hindman

                   ~July~

16 Marianne Peterson
21 Lee & M Bamesberger
26  Walt Spurling
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stand” so that we can move the world just a little bit. 

The world would be much worse off if we did not do 
this first and important task.   But, in my opinion, 
this first-half-of-life task is no more than finding the 
starting gate. It is merely the warm-up act, not the 
full journey. It is the raft but not the shore.”  

----------
Please sign up in the narthex if you are interested or 
email me at: chiplaird1@gmail.com.  I’ve ordered 10 
books that will be here and available on Sunday, June 
16.  We’ll begin on Tuesday, June 25.  

 

On April 17th, 2013 our beloved member Jennie 
Brown passed away.  Her memorial service was held 
on May 4th here at our chruch.

On May 19th, 2013 Nancy Mack suddenly lost her 
mother due to an unexpected heart attack. Nancy we 
are greatly sorry for your loss and we’re thinking of you 
and your family during this difficult time. 

On June 3rd, 2013 Robert Johnson died peacefully 
with Barbara at his side after a long struggle with both 
dementia and cancer.   A memorial service will be held 
at the church on Friday, June 21 at 10:00 a.m.

We hold all these families in our 
thoughts and prayers.

~Congratulations!~

Join us in congratulating Jon Carlson & Monique 
Slipher who were married on May 11th in small 
intimate ceremony in Harrison, Idaho.  May you 
share a life filled with love & happiness!
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Dates to Remember (see inside for details)
 
June 9th  Choir will conclude for Summer
June 8th-15th Youth Mission Trip
June 16th Summer Service Hours Start, 9:30am
June 16th-30th Meals on Wheels-CCUCC Weeks (Sign-up!)
June 16th Father’s Day
June 19th All Boards Meeting
June 25th Summer Book Group Starts, Tuesday’s, 6pm
June 30th Faith-In
July 4th Independance Day, Happy 4th of July!!!
July 14th All Church Picnic, Sunnyside Park 12-3pm

* Newsletter Announcement Deadline:  Please remember to have all newsletter announcements 
into the church office no later than the 20th of each month. 

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Remember to visit our Thrift Shop
for the best bargains in town . . .
and spread the word to others!

Hours:
Tuesdays:  4:30 - 6:30 pm

Thursdays & fridays:  12 noon - 4 pm

525 N.E. Campus Ave.
Pullman, WA  99163

Return Service Requested

community congregational

united church 
o f c h r i s t

ADDRESS, PHONE OR EMAIL UPDATES
PLEASE GIVE TO TRINA AT THE OffICE -- 

509-332-6411 or pullmanucc@frontier.com 
The church directory will be updated.  THANKS!   


