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A SEASON OF SURPRISING GIFTS

“Surprising Gifts” is the theme of our 2013 Stewardship Campaign. Thinking 
about gifts we receive from our church helps us to pledge our support with a 
sense of gratitude and joy. 
How have each of us been surprised by the gifts we receive from our church? A 
sermon that helps us think of the life of Jesus in a different way? A heartwarming 
reminder of the love of families as young children cozy up to their parents during 
the service? A shared feeling of hope for church members and friends who are 
facing challenges? A feeling of peace and love in the midst of our own struggles? 
A renewed commitment to being a force for justice and peace in our community?  
A shared joy in the good humor and creativity of our church members? These and 
many more are God’s generous gifts to all of us.  
What are your favorite “surprising gifts” from our church? Please think it over. 
Then, on Sunday, September 29th, the members of the Stewardship Committee 
will formally kick off our “Surprising Gifts” campaign. On that day we will invite 
everyone, young and old, to share, in writing, a brief account of your favorite 
“surprising gift” with our church. With your permission, we will share those 
“surprising gifts” with the congregation throughout our Stewardship Campaign, 
which ends with Stewardship Sunday on November 10. 
Here are some of the great gifts you can experience during the upcoming season 
at CCUCC:

May God, who 
reached out 
in love and 
surprised you 
with gifts of 
unending help 
and confidence, 
put a fresh 
heart in you . . .  
2 Thessalonians 
2:16-17 



ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 
United States. One-third of NIN funds support the 
Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). 
Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s 
Justice and Witness Ministries ( JWM) to support 
a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and 
direct service projects through grants.
     Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to churches 
and organizations doing justice work in their 
communities. These grants fund projects whose work 
ranges from direct service to community organizing 
and advocacy to address systemic injustice. Funding is 
provided through donations to the Neighbors in Need 
offering.
     Along with most UCC congregations CCUCC 
will receive the NIN offering on October 6, 2013 as 
part of World Communion Sunday.  If you can’t make 
it to the celebration on that day, contributions can by 
mailed to the church, (please write: “NIN Offering” 
in the memo line)  Thanks for imaging another world 
together!

SINGLES GROUP
October 4. 7:00 pm at Ridge Pointe Club House.  
If you’re interested in spending time with new or 
familiar friends with no obligation, this dessert social 
is for you! All singles are welcome and encouraged 
to join us. If you need transportation or for questions 
please call Judy Dunn for more info. 509-432-9981. 
See you there!!!

ALL-CHURCH 
POTLUCK
Sunday, September 29 
following worship.   
Join us for a potluck (always 
delicious!) hosted by the 
Board of Deacons.   Bring a 
main dish, salad or dessert 
to share plus your own table 
service.  The Deacons will provide beverages; you 
provide the food and fellowship.   

SESITSHAYA MARIMBA ENSEMBLE
Sunday, October 6, 2013

Come experience the surprising gift of world music as 
we celebrate World Communion Sunday!  Sesitshaya 
Marimba Band plays traditional and contemporary 
songs from Sub-Saharan Africa and shares the lively 
rhythmic sounds of the sonorous Kwanongoma 
marimbas of Zimbabwe.  Built in Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe, they produce the full earthy tones that 
characterize the music and are the only Kwanongomas 
in the region.  They create a unique, high-spirited 
musical signature by blending the Kwanongoma sound 
with marimbas built in the Pacific Northwest.  
They are dedicated to continuing the musical 
traditions of Zimbabwe but their music is also from 
South Africa, Kenya, Zambia and the Caribbean 
Islands.  They enjoy sharing the background of the 
songs and often sing in Shona, one of Zimbabwe’s 
major indigenous languages.  They also encourage 
people to dance, clap in accompaniment, tap their feet, 
sing and generally enjoy the high energy and fun of 
this world music.

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING 
Sunday, October 6
This special mission offering of the UCC supports 
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FAIR TRADE CRAFT SALE
November 1-3, 2013

Do some early holiday shopping by purchasing fairly 
traded goods provided by Singing Shaman Traders.  
Our Fellowship Hall becomes a world bazaar, with 
the sights, sounds, and smells of many cultures from 
around the world.   This year, for the first time, our 
Fair Trade Craft Sale will open it’s doors on Friday 
from 10am to 6pm, and  Saturday, Nov 2 from 9 to 5 
and Sunday, Nov 3 from 12 to 3. 
This years’ sale will feature all new products from a 
recent buying trip to Kenya, in addition to favorites 
from past years and new surprises from Pakistan, 
Guatemala, Nepal, India, Mexico, Peru, Thailand, 
Vietnam, and countries too numerous to mention! 
We look forward to seeing you at the sale and thank 
you for your support of fair trade.
Volunteers are always needed and welcomed. We 
could also use a hand setting up on Friday morning,  
assisting Roger and Nancy with selling, and helping 
them load up following the sale on Sunday afternoon.
To volunteer please contact singingshaman@hotmail.
com or call us at 208-773-5616. You may also contact 
Trina in the church office, or Judy Dunn.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS



Deyra’s testimony and life experiences is a great 
motivation to all of us not only showing us what can 
be done when we work hard to achieve our goals, 
but also an eye opening reality that our very “little” 
financial support is and can continue to make such 
a huge impact on the lives of each individual scholar 
(academically) but thier lives and families on such a 
larger scale.
Let’s all continue to remain inspired by the passion 
and focus that each scholar and sponsor gives with 
their involvement within the Nicaraguan Sponsorship 
program. Please remember, it’s never too late to 
become a sponsor and help similar students with 
ambition and life goals to excell and support their 
families as Deyra has shared here.  
****On October 27th  Janet Kendall will be speaking 
about the Nicaragua Scholars Program during 
worship.

THE TRIFT SHOP
Our Thrift Shop is probably 
Pullman’s best kept secret.  
People often tell us they forget 
it’s there or that they haven’t been 

to the shop in years.  Well, now is a great time to come 
look around and shop.  Not only have we modernized 
our sales and now accept debit and credit cards but  
the inventory is “rich” with famous brands, little used 
items, and lots of clothing AND EVERYTHING in 
the store is 1/2 October 8-11!
Your dollars go further in The Thrift Shop.  Your 
donations help others.  And the money earned, beyond 
expenses, helps local organizations doing good work in 
the wider community.  The volunteers in the Shop are 
working hard to put out only the better items, the ones 
you really need, and fun items to peak your excitement 
for the past and present.  You will always be welcome 
in the Thrift Shop.

FAMILY PROMISE OF 
THE PALOUSE
will begin providing shelter, 
meals and support services 
for homeless families in our 
area this fall.  As a part of the Interfaith Hospitality 
Network, Community Congregational United Church 
of Christ is one of ten host churches. 
December 8-15 we will be housing and providing 
meals for up to 14 individuals. Volunteers are needed 
to help set up and take down beds, prepare meals, do 
laundry and be at the church in the evenings as well 
as stay overnight.  If you can help in any way or have 
questions please contact sueschell@roadrunner.com.
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 *Deadline for fall letters to scholars:  Spanish 
written letters due September 29th!  

******************************************************************
NICARAGUAN SCHOLAR SHARES 
HER EXPERIENCE 

College Graduate Reflects & 
Gives Thanks:  This summer Nola 
Nackerud had the privilege of 
interviewing Deyra Elizabeth 
Blandon Martinez who 
participated in the Nicaraguan 
Scholarship program for 3 years 
and recently graduated from 
college in the field of agricultural 
engineering. Deyra shares with you her gratitude 
and humbling reality as a college graduate striving 
to obtain work and help her family in Nicaragua’s 
struggling economy:

*Please note Deyra’s interview has been translated from Spanish 
to English as Deyra does not speak English. 

“Thank you so much for your help.  I am so grateful for 
the unconditional help from my sponsor and the great 
love that is there. I am Deyra and I live in a small 
community about 8km outside of Condega in a rural area. 
My father is a farmer and my mother works in the home. 
There is a river running by my house and the area is very 
beautiful. I have a sister who is also studying. My brother 
helps my father because we are all not able to study. My 
other brother died 2 years ago in a motorcycle accident. 
We miss him so much. The climate has been very strange 
and we have lost many crops due to flooding or drought, 
but we keep going with the faith we have in God and in 
each other. I have not found a job yet in my field which 
is agricultural engineering due to great unemployment 
here, but I am helping to plant and cultivate plants 
in my community. I also need to take a computer class 
because now all of the jobs require knowledge of computer 
programs. Right now I am helping in adult education so 
that people of my community can learn to write and read. 
The dreams of many students have come true so that they 
can go onward and better their lives through education 
through the work of ASLA. May God bless all of you who 
are helping students in Nicaragua. We don´t physically see 
you but we know that you are people with huge hearts and 
love. Thank you!”

Since her graduation, Deyra’s reality brings her to the 
humbling conclusion that more training in computers 
is going to be necessary to get her in a competitive 
position within the job market in Nicaragua.  Deyra is 
very driven and wants to find a good job so as a result, 
she will be returning to school for additional training 
in computer which was not a great focus during her 
college studies. 



announce that these monthly opportunities for 
caring connection through music will continue to 
take place the last Sunday of each month in the 
coming year.  Those wanting to participate with the 
next Sing-A-Long on September 29th can head on 
over to Bishop Place at 10:30am, where the singing 
will begin at 10:45.  We look forward to seeing you 
there!  

30th ANNUAL PULLMAN-MOSCOW 
CROP WALK
October 6th  2:00 pm
The 30th Annual 
Pullman-Moscow 
CROP Walk will be 
held on October 6, 
2013, (Gather at 1:30 
p.m.) at the Chipman 
Trailhead on Bishop Blvd.  The Pullman / Moscow 
CROP Hunger Walk is an ecumenical community 
walk sponsored by local churches in Pullman 
and Moscow that raises money and awareness to 
address worldwide and local poverty and hunger.  
Church World Service (CWS) sponsors these walks 
throughout the US and Canada.
Walkers raise money that goes to CWS.  CWS 
returns 25% of what we raise to our local food banks 
in Pullman and Moscow.
Sponsor a walker or come join in the fun of a 10KM 
walk or jog through Pullman’s downtown and out 
Grand Avenue and back.  Individuals, families with 
children and strollers, dogs on leashes, and those in 
wheelchairs are welcome.  Rollerblades and wheeled 
scooters are not recommended.  The walk begins at 
2:00 p.m. and is at your own pace.
To sponsor a walker, or to obtain a packet in order 
to walk yourself, find information in the church 
narthex.   For more information contact Nathan 
Weller, at 509-432-1943.

CCUCC at PALOUSE PRIDE 2013 
We have had a welcoming presence at the Palouse 
Pride Parade and Festival for years in order to make 
sure everyone knows they don’t have to give up their 
spiritual lives when they come out!
We had a great time at Pride again this year and look 
forward to seeing you all next year!

GROW FOR THE GREATER GOOD
Have extra fruits & veggies or eggs to share? Backyard 
Harvest makes it easy to donate!  And your donations 
can be credited to the church as we challenge ourselves 
to give 1,000 lbs of fresh produce this season.

Backyard Harvest has two central drop off locations 
and times—
Tuesdays 4:30-6:30pm | Backyard Harvest stand at 
Tuesday Grower’s Market | Moscow Food Coop
Saturdays 8am-1pm | Backyard Harvest stand at 
Saturday Farmer’s Market | Main Street (Downtown 
Moscow)
 If you are interested in having someone from BH 
come and pick it up at your door:
     • Leave produce unwashed and place into grocery     
        bags or cardboard boxes
      • Call 208.669.2259 or send an email to 
         info@backyardharvest.org
 Please provide the following information—
       Name, address, phone
       Size of donation and location (on the porch, near 
the garage &c.)
• Every effort will be made to pick-up the produce 
within 24 hrs of your call or email. We will contact you 
if we anticipate any delays.
If you choose to donate, you can mention that it is for 
“CCUCC Grow for the Greater Good.”

SENIOR CHORES PROGRAM NEEDS 
VOLUNTEERS 
Whitman County’s volunteer Senior Chore program 
is now up and running and needs your help! If you or 
someone you know might be interested  in spending 
time with our senior community members to help 
doing various chores, light work around the house and 
just spend some companionship time please contact 
the Senior Chores Coordinator, Kristine Umbright at 
332-9627 or via email: pullmancomcoa@gmail.com.

BISHOP PLACE 
SING-A-LONG
Sunday, 
September 29  
During the past year, 
the monthly Bishop 
Place sing-a-longs 
have become a very special and adored tradition for 
our choir, participants and the residents of Bishop 
Place Senior Living facility.   We are happy to 
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Birthdays and Anniversary’s 
     ~Be-lated August~

5 Beth Powers
6 Kym Dye & Linda James (1987)
6 Jennie Brown
9 Jane Hansen 
13 Karl Johanson
15 Tricia Grantham
16 Barb & Bob Johnson
17 John Kramer
17 Eleanore Evenson
17   John & Amy Roberson
17 Ray Story
18 Erich Lear 
24 Stephen & Donna Holstad (1996)
24 Barbara Johnson

 ~September~
1 Jeanne & Norris Holstad
2 Steve Patton & Stephanie Kane
3 Karl & MaryAnn Boehmke (1972)
9 Harriett Harrington 
11 Gary Schell
12 Diane Worthey
13 Ralph & Ardis Hauser (1952)
16 Tim Paulitz 
17 Jared Holstad 
19 Bob * Marj Grunewald
19 Stephanie Kane
20 Nicholas Lovrich 
20 *Nick & Katherine Lovrich (1967)
22 Nancy Nydegger
29 Jeanne Holstad

~October~
1 Jasmine L. Boehmke 
1 Ruthie Fisher
3 Graham Laird
4 Jillian McLean 
7 James Stanton
8 Chip & Kelly Laird (1994)
8 Helen Belt 
8 Sheila Watkins
8 Trina Avilez
11 Steve Patton
14 Ester Anne Shaw
14 Julie & James Stanton (2000)
16 Spencer Stanton
16 Jose & Trina Avilez (2009)
28 Alice Kramer
29 Jeanne Barkhuff
29 Stephen Holstad
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Walfred Hugo Peterson (Wally) died on August 10, 
2013.  We remember Wally and continue to keep 
Marianne and the Peterson family in our thoughts and 
prayers.

***********************************
PRAYERS

We continue to keep Lloyd Slusser in our prayers after 
a procedure to remove stage 1 melanoma on his neck.  

...and with Mary Wandschneider as she continues to 
recover from a nasty infection and another infection 
related to antibiotic use.  Thankfully this is all under 
control (finally), and so we pray for her as she gets 
stronger.  

Updates on the current status of Kristine’s medical 
tests, etc... can be found at her blog www.epileptica.
com  (she swears she’ll be better at keeping it current)   
As always, we keep Kristine, Jonathan, Leda, and Jake 
in our thoughts and prayers.

***********************************
MEDITATION
The benefits of meditation on body, mind, and spirit 
are becoming clearer in study after study.  Cill Rich-
ards has been learning and practicing buddhist 
meditation for the past few years.  She is offering to 
lead a meditation time here at the church during the 
week.  If you would like to learn or deepen your 
practice of sitting meditation, please contact Chip to 
let him know what times you would prefer we offer 
this.  chiplaird1@gmail.com

BOOK GROUP
Tuesdays,  at 6:15p.m.  
We are currently reading and 
discussing “Zealot: The Life and 
Times of Jesus of Nazareth,” 
by Reza Aslan.  Aslan has been 
in the news recently because 
of a FOX News interview that 
subsequently went viral.  If you’d 
like to join the group, sign up in the Narthex or send 
an email to Chip, chiplaird1@gmail.com.   Everyone 
is welcome!
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Dates to Remember (see inside for details)

September 29th Bishop Place Sing~A~Long, Bishop Place Sr. Living
September 29th All Church Potluck ~ Following worship
October 4th  Singles Group Meeting~Ridge Pointe Clubhouse 7pm
October 6th  Sesitshaya Marimba Ensemble
October 8th-11th Thrift Shop 1/2 off everything sale!
October 16th All Boards Meetings
October 27th Bishop Place Sing~A~Long, Bishop Place Sr. Living
October 31st  Fair Trade Craft Sale Set~Up
November 1st Fair Trade Craft Sale starts ~ November 3rd

* Newsletter Announcement Deadline:  Please remember to have all newsletter announcements 
into the church office no later than the 20th of each month. 

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Remember to visit our Thrift Shop
for the best bargains in town . . .
and spread the word to others!

Hours:
Tuesdays:  4:30 - 6:30 pm

Thursdays & fridays:  12 noon - 4 pm

525 N.E. Campus Ave.
Pullman, WA  99163

Return Service Requested

community congregational

united church 
o f c h r i s t

ADDRESS, PHONE OR EMAIL UPDATES
PLEASE GIVE TO TRINA AT THE OffICE -- 

509-332-6411 or pullmanucc@frontier.com 
The church directory will be updated.  THANKS!   


