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Dear CCUCC Members and Friends,  October 2014 

 
 
This is the time of year when we farmers seed our winter wheat crop.   Even before the harvest is 

over, we have begun to prepare for the next wheat crop in order for it to grow enough to survive 

the coming winter.  The church has its own cycle too.  

Our church has a terrific program for children.  As the kids progress through the learning 

community, they are given the opportunity to learn and grow in mind and spirit.   The youth 

Mission trips have helped our youth mature in many ways, sometimes even in ways that they 

might not have imagined. Those of us who are fortunate enough to have travelled with them have 

also grown from the experience. 

Camp N-Sid-Sen is another place where families and friends can grow together.  It has served 

generations of our church family and provided a peaceful retreat for many.   

We learn to live together, in celebration of our differences.  The church support for the LGBT 

community is but one example of this.  How could we ever go to a church that did not accept and 

support our whole family?  It is a place that we can share with others.  Family Promise and the 

Thrift Shop depend on us as a place where they can serve the community along with the many 

other organizations and people who use our building. 

Our worship service always challenges us to grow in mind and spirit, and with it, friendships that 

can last a lifetime.  It is a place where music, meditation and thoughts meet.  Our church is like a 

good soil that affords us a place where we can learn and grow with God and each other. It is a 

place where we can celebrate the joys of life and also a place where we can find solace in our 

troubles; or hear that small, still voice.  We can find support from others no matter where one may 

be in life’s journey.      

We are very fortunate to have the leadership of Kristine, Chip, and our other church staff for the 

smooth functioning of our church.  While all of this happens not just for us, it most certainly must 

be by us.  It is that time of year when, just like planting the next crop of wheat, we must plan for 

the coming year in the church, including the financial aspects of it.  There is no major endowment 

to fund the church.  We do it every year at this time by pledging for the next year.  Any and all 

amounts are important and they all add to next year’s crop.  But to have a successful harvest for 
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next year, we need to plant the seeds now.  Please take a look at the enclosed information from the 

Ways and Means Committee and let them know of your intention by Sunday, November 9th so that 

we can plant and reap a bountiful harvest again next year.  

 

      

With gratitude for all God’s blessings, 

         
Frances & Asa Clark, 

On behalf of the Stewardship Committee, David Yonge, Chair 

 
 

 

 

 

A Word from Ways and Means 

 

Three years ago, in the midst of a very challenging local and national economy, our 

congregation was blessed with exceptionally generous increased giving by members and 

friends. The benefits of that blessing extended over the following two years, so that even 

though donations decreased from those of 3 years ago, there was money left over to 

continue our programs at the same level.  This year, while staying within the overall budget, 

we've taken care of many necessary maintenance and improvement projects as well as 

purchasing a new copier/printer for the office.  By the end of 2014 those left over funds 

from 2012 will have been spent.   

 

Although we haven’t increased our spending for 2015 (in fact, projected expenditures are 

down by over $2,000 from 2014), sustaining our programs at the same level as in 2014 

requires $20,000 more in donations. This translates to roughly an 8% increase.  Divided 

equally it would mean an additional annual pledging amount of roughly $200-250 per 

pledging individual/family ($17-20 each month). We share this information so you can 

make a pledge in the amount that fits for you/your family while also having a clear picture 

of upcoming budget needs. 

 

We hope you intend to give to the ministry of CCUCC in 2015.  You can do so by returning 

the enclosed pledge card to the church, or contacting our financial secretary, Jann Hill ( 

jhill@lcsc.edu or 332-1945) by November 9th.  With your help, our congregation as well as 

the wider community can continue to be blessed by the important ministry we do together. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Sandy Evenson 

Chair, Ways and Means Committee of Trustees 

 

mailto:jhill@lcsc.edu

