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“Come to worship where you may be troubled by angels.  Come to prayer 
where you may be unsettled by politics.  Come to the candlelight of 
tradition which light up the darkness of this winter solstice and come to the 
unpredictable pregnancy of the Spirit.  Come to flesh-talk and poverty-talk 
and labor-pains-talk and peace-talk. Come to expect a miracle.” 

                  – Rev. Maren Tirabassi and Joan Jordan Grant, An Improbable Gift of Blessing.

Before there is Christmas, there is Advent, and there is a reason for this.  
If you start with Christmas and have no Advent, what you find is that the 
beautiful depth of Christmas is lost in the glitter and the hype leading up 
to what we have made of Christmas.  Like shepherds and wise men/women 
without a star, it can be tough to find our way back to the stable.
Christmas becomes like the epic toy you (or a kid you know and love) 
wanted one Christmas.  That “Tickle me Elmo) seemed as if it would be 
such a great thing.  The hype was huge.  But when it was finally opened on 
Christmas, it proved to be too loud, too easily discarded, too boring after the 
first play, too easily broken.  It looked like it would be the best thing ever, 
and, by the end of the day, it was found to be lacking (okay, perhaps even 
annoying).  When we “bedazzle” our Christmas with too much stuff, it risks 
becoming another version of the loud toy, the thing that seemed great, but by 
the time we are done, we can’t wait to get it out of our house.  
Every year, Christmas offers us the opportunity to find our way back to a 
place of quiet wonder, a place where our faith can be renewed and reborn.  
It’s not quick and flashy.  It takes time, slowing down, and a desire to pay 
attention to detail.  
Advent is the season of preparing for birth, for something new.  Whether 
we are talking about the birth of an idea, the birth of a child into a family, or 
even for the birth of renewed spirits, birth goes the better when there is time, 
thought, and preparation involved.   
The reason is simple.  If birth is going to happen and be with us, we have to 
create enough space in our overly full lives and world that everything can 
change forever.  It’s not just about a cool toy that can be placed in a pile.  It’s 
about allowing something to be born that can change us and the world we 
inhabit forever.  The birth of a baby or the presence of a new member of our 
household can do this.  But the birth of a new idea which we allow to take 
root and transform our way of being is able to do this as well.  Advent invites 
us to prepare well.  To clean the corners of our home, to be intentional in 
creating fertile soil for new birth and growth.  

“In this season, 
come to expect 

a miracle.”
 

-continued



LEARNING COMMUNITY 
CHILDREN PRESENT “A LITTLE 
CHRISTMAS”
Sunday, December 14th

Children in our Learning Community will be 
presenting their own version of the story of Jesus’ 
birth following the choir’s cantata during worship 
on December 14th.  Rehearsal for the Children’s 
Program will be at church Saturday, December 13th 
at 3:30 pm.  Note, the afternoon rehearsal is a change 
from past years.  If you cannot make the rehearsal, 
your child can still participate in the program by 
picking up their costume before the rehearsal date 
or on the day of the program before church.  All 
children are welcome to participate!
Contact Chandra, chancrow@gmail.com  if your 
child would like a speaking part for the program or 
for any other questions or concerns.

HOLIDAY TREATS!
Sunday, December 14 following worship
Plan to stay for coffee hour following the Choir 
Cantata and the Learning Community program.  
The Deacons have planned some special treats.  

THE LONGEST NIGHT
Thursday, December 18th at 7pm
Christmas can be a difficult time for some. It may be 
the first Christmas without beloved family members 
or friends who have recently passed. Many of us 
need the space and 
time to acknowledge 
our sadness and 
concern if we feel 
‘out of step’ with the 
festive celebrations 
going on around us.  
We need to know 
that we are not alone.   
We may just need time and space to reflect on the 
meaning of the season.

The Longest Night provides an opportunity to 
do that with ritual, beautiful music, and space to 
breathe.  Please join us as we gather to remember the 
light of God’s presence in the midst of the darkness.

The birth of Jesus is about the presence of God 
finding form and foot hold in our daily lives, in our 
world and in our time.  Like the birth of many great 
things, this birth, if it is real, is generally inconvenient, 
demands change, and often makes a mess of the tidy 
lives we’ve fashioned for ourselves.  Observing Advent 
doesn’t necessarily make this process any easier or less 
disruptive, but it does create a space where we are able 
to be present, to breathe deeply, and observe the signs 
of God entering into our midst.  As a community, may 
we keep that spacious place together, and invite Christ 
within.        --Kristine

MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
Sunday, December 7th following worship
Plan to attend this important meeting in which 
we will hear about the results of our stewardship 
campaign and vote on the 2015 budget. Your input 
and presence is crucial to our community!

ANNUAL ADVENT CRAFTS AND 
MEAL
Sunday, December 7th following worship

All ages are invited after the congregational meeting 
for homemade soups & bread by CE Board Members. 
Various crafts will be available to celebrate advent. 
The children will be having a light snack while the 
Congregational meeting is taking place. Everyone 
is invited to come downstairs after the meeting and 
enjoy all of our homemade soups and to make some 
fun crafts to celebrate the beginning of Advent and 
the holiday season.

CCUCC CHOIR PRESENTS 
“THE CHRISTMAS 
CANTATA”
Sunday, December 14th 

Sheila Converse and the choir will begin a very 
“Christmas-y” Sunday at CCUCC with their rendition 
of the age-old story, accompanied by Kathy Spencer.  
Don’t miss it!  

2



 5

BIRTHDAYS 
&

ANNIVERSARIES

~December~

1 Jann Hill
1 Doug Hindman
2 JoAnn & Ray Story
6 Jan Lear 
10 Maxine Bamesberger
12 Linda James
13 Judy Sorem Windsor
16 Miriam Stratton
22 Katherine Lovrich
26 Kathleen Butts
27 K Johanson & B Ryder (1992)
30 Jonathan Bliss
30 Wesley McLean
30 Lee Powers
30 Mary Carloye
---------------------------------------------

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 
CCUCC will sponsor our annual “Christmas Giving 
Tree,” for Pullman’s Community Action Center 
(CAC).  Gift tags are on the tree in the narthex.  
Please select a tag or tags and pur-
chase the listed item/s, then bring 
your item/s back to the church in a 
sack (unwrapped) and leave under the 
tree.  Please return packages no later 
than Sunday, December 14th.  Each 
year we provide many clothing items, 
toys, children’s’ books, small appli-
ances, diapers, blankets, personal care 
products etc. for CAC families.  

Recipients are, for one reason or another, struggling 
to make ends meet, and they could really use our help.  
Thanks for caring and sharing!   

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
Sunday, December 21st following worship.
Don’t miss out this chance to enjoy a meal with church 
friends to celebrate the Christmas season. The Deacons 
will be preparing some turkey, ham, stuffing and mashed 
potatoes.  You can help by bringing more turkey, plus 
side a dish and/or cookies to share.  You can find a 
sign-up sheet in the narthex at the church.  Come for 
good food and fellowship.

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE 
Wednesday, December 24th  5:30 p.m.

Come on this holy night to sing carols, hear the Christ-
mas Story, and celebrate the joy!  
We will need readers for the service so if you’d like to 
take part in this year’s annual Christmas Eve service 
please contact Kristine to get information. 

CHRISTMAS TREES AND HOT 
CHOCOLATE!
Saturday, December 6th  10 a.m -12 noon
Jo Clay and Ron Schwartz will host a Christmas tree 
selection and hot choc. event from 10-12 noon on 
Saturday Dec 6.  at Ron’s home in Viola, ID.  Trees 
will be cut from his land and proceeds donated to the 
church.  Please bring a check made out to Pullman 
UCC.  Suggested donation is $10 per foot.  

Address is 1072 Davis Rd. , Viola, ID.  
Directions:  From Viola, proceed East on Four Mile rd.
After about 4 miles It becomes Flannigan Creek road, 
then keep on the paved road until you see a Pavement 
Ends sign on the right shoulder, which is about 6 miles 
east of Viola proper.  After that “Pavement Ends”
sign, bear right on Davis Road (gravel) and continue 
about 1 mile.  On left at a hairpin curve you will see 
some blue signs with house numbers 1068 1070 1072....
turn left, go up the hill and pull in at the first house.
(brown) on the right.  Questions?  rschwartz@moscow.
com or 208-301-4530

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS

The church office will be closed in observation of the 
Christmas holiday Thursday, December 25th and Friday, 
December 26th.  We will resume regular office hours 
Monday, December 29th.  Note we’ll 
also be closed Thursday, January 1st, 
2015 and Friday, January 2nd in 
observation of the New Years holiday.  
The office will open up with regular 
hours Monday, January 5th.  As usual, 
someone will be checking phone messages for 
emergencies.  



Remember to visit our Thrift Shop
for the best bargains in town . . .
and spread the word to others!

Hours:
Tuesdays:  4:30 - 6:30 pm

Thursdays & Fridays:  
12 noon - 4 pm

Non-Profit Organ.
U.S.  Postage Paid

Pullman, WA
Permit No. 52

CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor:
Rev. Kristine Zakarison
kristine@pullman.com
Associate Pastor:
Rev. Chip Laird
chiplaird1@gmail.com
Parish Administrator:
Trina L. Avilez
pullmanucc@gmail.com
LC Coordinator:
Chandra Dunker
Organist/pianist:
Kathy Spencer
Choir Director:
Sheila Converse
nursery Care: 

   Kortnee Bates

CONTACT US
509-332-6411   

pullmanucc@gmail.com

www.pullmanucc.org
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 
December 3  Trustee’s Meeting, 7pm
December 4  Council Meeting, 7pm
December 7  CE Advent Event/Soup Sunday
December 7  Congregational Meeting, following worship
December 7  Family Promise Host week begins (set-up)
December 13 Children’s Rehearsal, 10-1pm
December 14 Choir’s holiday program, during worship
December 14 Children’s holiday program, Fellowship Hall
December 14 Last day to turn in Giving Tree gifts
December 18 The Longest Night, 7pm
December 21 Christmas Potluck, following worship 
December 24 Christmas Eve-Office Closed
December 25 Christmas Day-Office Closed
December 26 Office closed for Christmas Holiday
December 31 New Years Eve

525 N.E. Campus Ave.
Pullman, WA  99163

Return Service Requested

STAY CONNECTED! 
Visit our websit for updated information, weekly 

sermons, news & events
www.pullmanucc.org   



15TH ANNUAL 
FAIR TRADE 
CRAFT SALE-

Thanks for all your 
support and help during this years’ Fair Trade Sale. 
With this years sales we were able to provide funds 
for some artisans so they may keep making the 
beautiful products so tied to their culture.  The best 
thing in all this,  the people who bought gifts from 
these different cultures now have a real connection to 
real artists/people..
We’d especially like to applaud this years’ volunteers. 
Judy Dunn, who retired from the volunteer 
coordinator for the church yet put in more than one 
shift. Volunteer coordinator Lynn McColloug, with 
the help of husband Mike, did an outstanding job 
seeing to it that things got done.  Corey Johnson, 
who took over the helm with the loading duties, kept 
up with the frat boys (who move fast) and got the job 
done.  Sue Schell runs a pretty tight galley and kept 
the coffee flowing.  
And of course support and encouragement from 
Pastor’s Kristine and Chip.  Trina in the church office 
worked miracles, and the dozens of others who 
helped make this years’ 
fair trade sale a success. 
With warm regards, See 
you next year!

             Nancy & Roger

GET INVOLVED:  NICARAGUAN 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

We invite you to become involved in the Nicaragua 
Scholarship Program! The Nicaragua Scholarship 
Program started as a small project in 2001, created by 
two Peace Corps volunteers, one of whom grew up in 
our Pullman church. Monica Peters, a long time 
church member, was instrumental in helping the 
program grow. The program’s purpose is to help 
children who would otherwise not attend school past 
the 6th grade continue onto high school and college.  
Those who are interested in attending high school or 

college apply for a 
scholarship, and each year 
qualified children are 
selected and connected to a 
specific sponsor in Pullman 
and other cities. 

The sponsor and 
student can write 
each other twice a 
year and a photo of 
the student is 
exchanged. The cost 
to the sponsor each 
year varies between 
$150-$350 

depending on the school the student attends. As a 
condition of the scholarship, the awardees are 
obligated to do 10 hours of community service each 
semester, in order to improve the lives of others 
through everything from reforestation in their 
community to tutoring. Sponsors are not required to 
commit to five years of sponsorship, but rather are 
asked every year if they would like to continue 
sponsoring their Student. We also welcome general 
donations of any amount, which helps cover the cost 
of some of the larger scholarships and helps us pay 
our two wonderful coordinators in Nicaragua.
A small amount of money makes a huge difference to 
deserving children in Nicaragua who want to be able 
to find a job once they’ve graduated, read and write 
well, and possibly make enough money to help their 
families.
We receive new applications each year and currently 
have more than 100 scholarship students with a 
waiting list of 50 students.  Right now we are looking 
for new sponsors to match with these students, as 
their school year starts in February.  Nicaragua is 
located in Central America, with a population of 
5,570,000.  All of the scholarship students are from 
the northern region of Nicaragua, outside of the town 
of Condega.  Condega has a population of 
approximately 9,000 people. The students live in 
many different small villages, 10-30 kilometers, along 
the river, Piré. 
Economic and Education Situation: Nicaragua is the 
second poorest country in the western hemisphere 
(Haiti is most poor).  In 1980, the overall illiteracy 
rate was 50.3%. A major campaign was launched, 
reducing that rate to 12.9%. In 2005, about 7% of 
Nicaraguans held a college degree. Public schools are 
free, but many children in rural areas (like outside of 
Condega) are not able to attend because of financial 
reasons.
If you are interested in sponsoring a student, making 
a general donation to our effort, or just have a 
question, please contact Janet Kendall: janetrkendall@
gmail.com or 509-432-3368  also see the Asla 
website -- aslafoundation.org        Thank you!



NEW PFLAG CHAPTER ON THE 
PALOUSE!

A number of CCUCC 
members have joined with 
others from the Moscow & 
Pullman area to start a 
PFLAG chapter in our 
area.  PFLAG began as a 
support, education, and 
advocacy group for “Parents and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays”.  Now the national organization has 
expanded to include people of all kinds who might 
experience difficulty or unequal treatment due to 
gender identification or sexual orientation, so the 
acronym no longer applies.  But PFLAG still provides 
a safe place to learn, find support, and work for an 
equal treatment of all people.  I speak with young 
people in the area and see the devastating effects of 
ignorance and fear around issues of sexual orientation 
and gender identity.  Along with that, I also see the 
positive effects of education and a good support 
structure.  All of this makes the work of PFLAG 
important, needed, and very appreciated!   

The first PFLAG meeting will be held at the Unitarian 
Church in Moscow on December 4th at 6:30pm. This 
first meeting is a simple info session that gives 
organizers a chance to explain to community 
members what PFLAG is all about.  Board members 
will have a chance to introduce themselves and 
discuss why they chose to be a part of this great 
support system.  Through PFLAG we strive to 
support and educate members of the LGBTQ 
community and also train the people who care about 
them to be better allies.  If you’re interested in 
learning more stop by for some treats and beverages 
and learn more about Moscow PFLAG! You can also 
like us on Facebook.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
MANY THANKS to all who have made a financial 
pledge to support the ministry happening at CCUCC 
in 2015!  Our financial secretary reports that we have 
received 85 pledges totaling $219,370 toward our 
goal of $240,000.  Each and every pledge expands our 
ability to touch lives with the extravagant welcome of 
God.   If you’d like information about your pledge or 
if you’d like to make a new pledge, contact Jann Hill, 
jhill@LCSC.edu

THRIFT SHOP 
BENEVOLENCES 2014 
This year the Thrift Shop Board voted to share its 
profits with community organizations by making 
donations of $250 each to: Community Action Center, 
Pullman Child Welfare, Common Ministry and Alter-
natives to Violence. Thank you for shopping so that 
your Thrift Shop can continue to help support our 
community

FAMILY PROMISE AT CCUCC 
December 7th-14th        
We have the opportunity to host homeless families 
at our church again in December.  If you can 
help set-up (December 7th, following worship) 
clean-up (December 14th at 7:30am) make part 
of a meal, serve as a host in the evening (5:30-
8:30pm), or stay overnight (8:30pm-7:30am) we 
would appreciate your help.  For information about 
Family Promise of the Palouse check out their 
website at familypromisepalouse.org.  Please contact 
CCUCC’svolunteer coordinator, Sue Schell-sueschell@
roadrunner.com if you’d like to help. Volunteer forms 
are available on the table outside of the sanctuary.  
Thank you!


