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By the time you receive this newsletter, we will be “settled into” the 
journey of the season of Lent.  As we’ve been discussing in church, it’s 
not a quick journey.  We set our intentions for the season, lay down 
some burdens at the beginning, take a deep breath, and, to use Lamott’s 
image (see quote to the left), we “dig in.”  And like the journey of 
digging into neglected, clay-infused Palouse soil (notice that Lamott 
could have been describing many of our garden beds in their natural 
state!), it’s a dig that we will have to put our back into, one for the long 
haul.  As we journey through the season, it is a bit as if we are preparing 
the garden of our our own hearts and spirits – we sort through the 
rocks, clay, and refuse that has blown in and accumulated, we stir things 
up a bit, perhaps amend the soil.  Then we boldly cast our shriveled bulb 
or our tiny seeds into the space we’ve created, add some water, and we 
wait, watch, and trust for eventual signs of new life and growth.  It’s a 
bold act.  

Farmers will tell you that it is foolish to believe that it is all up to us.  
There are a million things that can go wrong.  Not enough rain or too 
much rain at the wrong time, that unseasonably late snow storm, hail, 
or something in the farmer’s life that takes an unexpected turn.  Things 
don’t always go the way we plan, and some would add, particularly (it 
seems) when we plan very carefully.

But give things some time.  Stay with the growing cycle of Lent.  
Continue to allow it to find root and life within you.  Prepare yourself 
to be vigilant in searching for signs of new life and possibility.  Learn to 
wait well, and stay present, even when it might seem a bit boring. Know 
that the nicks of the rocks and the blackened fingernails are, sometimes, 
part of the process.  Nurture and lovingly tend the shoots of growth 
within you.  Allow for the possibility that the beauty of the Sacred may 
be contained in that which seems shriveled, dead, and lifeless. Things 
don’t always go the way we plan, but perhaps there is grace and beauty 
in the unexpected, if we are willing to be surprised.  It’s a worthwhile 
journey.

Peace,
Kristine

“The earth is rocky 
and full of roots. 

It’s clay and it 
seems doomed and 
polluted but you dig 

little holes for the 
ugly shriveled bulbs 
throw in a handful 
of poppy seeds and 
cover it all over and 

you know you’ll 
never see it again 

- it’s death and clay 
and shrivel and your 

hands are nicked 
from the rocks your 

nails black with 
soil.”  

--Anne Lamott



DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
BEGINS MARCH 8th

So Spring Forward at 2 am
(or, we’ll see you at coffee hour!)

GUESS WHO’S COMING TO 
DINNER Sunday, March 8 at 6:00pm

Join your church friends and make new ones at a fun, 
casual meal.  Sign up and you will be put into a group 
for a potluck supper with 6-8 people.  You will be 
called (or emailed) on Wednesday, March 4th, told to 
bring (main dish, salad or dessert).  Then on Sunday 
you will be notified where you are to meet for dinner.  
No one knows exactly who is coming, not even the 
hostess. – If you have any questions or want to 
participate, contact Sue Schell 332-4923 or  
sueschell@roadrunner.com

INTRODUCTION TO MEDITATION
Wednesdays 12:15-12:45    Brewster Hall

Curious about meditation?  Join Kristine and Chip 
for an Introduction to Meditation class at CCUCC 
in Brewster Hall.  
The group will explore different styles and techniques 
for developing and fostering a meditation practice. 
You are welcome to come to a single session, or to 
come to a series of sessions. The group will explore 
a different aspect of meditative practice each week, 
as well as a time to practice meditation together.  
Everyone is welcome to attend.  If you have questions, 
please contact Kristine.
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FAMILY PROMISE COMFORT FOOD 
COOk-OFF
Saturday, March 7th 4-6pm
Trinity Baptist Church, 711 
Fairview Drive, Moscow 

Support Family Promise of the 
Palouse in helping homeless 
families by coming out for this fun 
and food filled fundraiser!  Taste delectable comfort 
foods and vote for your favorites!

FAMILY PROMISE – 
HOST WEEk
March 15-22   
is our week to host for Family 
Promise.  (Yes, it is WSU Spring 
Break!)  If you can help  set-up 
(March 15, following worship), clean-up (March 22  
at  7:30 am) , make part of  a  meal, serve as a host in 
the evenings (5:30-8:30 pm), stay overnight (8:30 pm 
– 7:30 am), help make/serve breakfast on Saturday 
morning or do laundry, we would appreciate your 
help.  For information about Family Promise of the 
Palouse, what volunteering involves, or to let us know 
how and when you might help please contact Sue 
Schell. There are also volunteer forms on the Narthex 
table.  

THE COMMON MINISTRY
DINNER & AUCTION
Sunday, March 29th

This year the program includes a celebration of our 
50 years in Koinonia/Interfaith House building, 
as well as highlights by our new director on new 
directions for the ministry.
You can be supportive by coming to the auction, or 
by donating something others might deem valuable.  
Do you have a skill or service to donate?  It might 
be time at a vacation home, a piece of art, dinner to 
cater, or other creative item. If so, please call Lisa in 
the Common Ministry office at 509-332-2611 or 
email: office@interfaith-house.com   Your classy and 
classic silent auction donations are also welcome!  
Please consider how you can support this important 
ministry, and get your tickets to the event from 
either Nancy Nydegger, Chip Laird, or the CM 
office. Thanks!



ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Sunday, March 15, 2015

In 2 Corinthians 8:13-15, Paul talks about an offering 
being collected to help people in Jerusalem who were 
suffering from a severe famine.  He says, 

Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are 
hard pressed, but that there might be equality. At the present 
time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn 
their plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality, 
as it is written: “The one who gathered much did not have 
too much, and the one who gathered little did not have too 
little.”

Paul’s words are appropriate as we consider support-
ing One Great Hour of Sharing.  

OGHS is the special mission offering of the United 
Church of Christ that provides funds to serve people 
in 138 countries around the world.  The UCC works 
with international partners to provide sources of clean 
water and food, education and health care, small 
business micro-credit, emergency relief, and advocacy 
and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons.  
OGHS also supports domestic and international 
ministries for disaster preparedness and response.  

Eight Christian denominations - American Baptist 
Church, African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Church of 
the Brethren, Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
Presbyterian Church (USA), Reformed Church in 
America, the United Church of Christ, and Church 
World Service work together to develop common 
promotional materials thereby sharing ideas, costs, 
and a commitment to faithful service. 
Each denomination receives and manages its respec-
tive OGHS offerings, and together raise about $12 
million each year.

More than 60 percent of the UCC’s offering supports 
international development initiatives, including 
annual support for missionaries. Currently there are 7 
OGHS supported missionaries and 2 Global Mission 
Interns working in disaster relief, health care, educa-
tion, and agricultural development. The offering funds 
disaster preparedness and response, and disaster 
related volunteer initiatives in the U.S. 

Through One Great Hour of Sharing, lives are liter-

ally changed daily. Your support provides clean water, 
food, medicines, shelter, healthcare, education and so 
much more.  
Please consider sharing some of your resources with 
brothers and sisters around the world by donating to 
OGHS on March 15.  If you’d like to donate, but you 
won’t be at church on that day, send a check with 
“OGHS” in the memo line.  Thank you!  

On Sunday, March 29 we will need the help of young 
and old as we tell the story of Jesus entering 
Jerusalem for the last time.  (with Palms, of course!)

HAT LOVERS UNITE!  
Sunday, March 29

Join us for hat decorating on Sunday March 29th, 
right after worship.  We will provide hats of various 
types and sizes, along with embellishments for 
decorating them.  Or, bring a hat and create 
something to wear proudly on Easter Sunday.
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NEW BEGINNINGS

Our church, Community Congregational UCC, 
is one of the largest and strongest in the Pacific 
Northwest conference.  Yet, on many Sundays, we 
notice that fewer people are attending.  Five years 
ago, we regularly had over 100 persons attending 
worship. That number is now closer to 70.  Across 
the country, mainline protestant churches are 
experiencing the same things: declining attendance, 
aging members, tighter budgets, fewer people doing 
more things.  Although our church community is 
healthy in many ways, we sense that we need to 
change to remain a vital and positive force in the 
lives of our members and community. 

To this end, the CCUCC Council* voted in January 
to invite New Beginnings Assessment service to 
lead us in a re-examination of who we are as a 
church. The goal is to figure out, as a community, our 
priorities: what brings us inspiration; what feeds our 
spirits; what makes us feel close to God; what makes 
us a vital part of our community and world.  And 
then, to make some decisions about our future based 
on those priorities.  

Before voting to contract with New Beginnings, 
members of your church council contacted UCC 
churches in Minnesota and Massachusetts that had 
either completed or were going through the New 
Beginnings process.  Each recommended New 
Beginnings, praising it not for mandating changes, 
but instead for helping church members learn 
among themselves which changes were needed.  The 
Council also received a bid from a different service, 
called the Center for Progressive Renewal, but we 
decided that New Beginnings was the better fit for 
our church. 

We plan to finish the process by the end of the 
calendar year.  The exact timeline yet, but the 
following is a rough estimate.

•   Early spring: A visitor from New Beginnings 
will come to Pullman to look at our property, our 
finances, our community, and our leadership. 
•   Mid-May: church leaders will be shown the 
assessment report and will be trained to lead small 
group discussions. 
•   Small group discussions will begin before 
summer and end in early fall with a break in July 
and August. Each of you will be invited to join 
with 10 or 12 others to talk about the church 
in six separate meetings. To accomplish this, we 
will try to postpone or cancel all other church 

meetings during these weeks. 
•   During the fall, the Congregation will come to 
a decision about our priorities and how we want 
to change to better serve those priorities. 
When we called other churches that went 
through the New Beginnings process, we asked 
about their Big Decision. A church in Minnesota 
decided to symbolically shut down for a week and 
re-open as an entirely new church: with a new 
name, a new mission, a new pastor, and a new 
committee structure. Another church decided 
to sell the church property so it could focus on 
outreach.  A few churches decided that their best 
decision was to close completely. 

The direction we move is up to us.  But we all need 
to participate. We need to trust each other. We need 
to trust the New Beginnings process. And we need 
to trust that God will continue to guide and bless us 
as we seek to serve.

Doug Blanks Hindman, Moderator

*The Council is made up of 18 people:  the officers 
of the church, the chairperson of each of our 4 
boards, a second representative from each board, 
and a member at large.  Both pastors are ex-officio 
members of Council as well.  

More about New Beginnings:

http://www.hopepmt.org/transform/new-
beginnings/the-new-beginnings-process/  
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SPRING FORTH--THE 2015 ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE PACIFIC 
NORTHWEST CONFERENCE OF 
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
April 24-26 at Spokane Convention Center

The following is a letter of invitation from the Vice 
Moderator of the PNC-UCC:

Dear Conference Members,

As Vice Moderator to the conference and part of 
the Annual Meeting Planning Committee, I have 
been attending quite a few meetings lately.  The 
board travels to different churches in the conference, 
giving us a chance to meet the local congregations.  
The Annual Meeting Planning Committee meets 
remotely online—bringing us together from our 
individual corners.  We talk finances, personnel, 
programs, and processes.  We talk churches, camps, 
and committees.  We talk about the role of the 
conference. 

One thing that continues to push its way into these 
meetings is the truth that we, as church, are in a 
trying, uncertain, and challenging time.  Many of 
our congregations are having conversation on how 
to grow, or balance the budget, or maintain their 
staff and/or facility.  There are congregations who are 
having conversation around how to survive.  The big 
question that we hear again and again is:  “What are 
we to do?”  It can all be a little discouraging.  I have 
found myself working hard at staying optimistic.  

The theme for Annual Meeting 2015 is “Spring 
Forth”, inspired by Isaiah 49, “I am about to do a 
new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive 
it?  I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in 
the desert.”  Doesn’t that sound hopeful?  Doesn’t it 
sound promising?  

I would say, now more than ever we need to come 
together.  We need to gather our congregations 
from each region and far-reaching corner.  We need 
to share and inspire, explore and celebrate with 
each other.  What are you doing that is making a 
difference?  What are we doing that is drawing us 
deeper?  What are they doing that has [helped people 
find] greater meaning?  

At home in our own churches it is so easy to 
get caught up in feeling alone and without 

support.  Annual meeting is a time to enlarge the 
church family.  Together our resources, ideas and 
conversation are abundant. Together we can begin to 
answer the question “What are we to do?”  Together 
we can “Spring Forth”.
  
God is working through all of us, calling us to do a 
new thing. Come to Annual Meeting.  Come with 
minds and hearts and hands wide open.  Come to fill 
and be filled.  Attend mini-workshops and hear of 
new and exciting things that are happening around 
our conference. Enter into creative and meaningful 
worship. Get a kick of inspiration from Quinn 
Caldwell as only he can deliver it. Learn of each other 
and create connections.  It is a good place from which 
to “Spring Forth”.

Scott Ward, Magnolia UCC

Kristine and I also encourage you to attend this 
gathering as a voting delegate (we can have up to 5 
from our congregation) or just come for some of the 
workshops or speakers.  More information, including 
registration information, will be available soon, so be 
on the lookout!  And let one of us know if you’d like 
to be a delegate.  --Chip
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Erling Jose Torrez Gonzales is one of our first college 
graduates and was sponsored by a Pullman family.  
He grew up in a small community near Condega, 
Nicaragua with his parents--a farmer and a 
homemaker--and is the eldest of 2 brothers and 2 
sisters.

Erling studied Physics and Mathematics at FAREM, 
a University in Esteli, about a three hour bus ride (but 
only 30 miles), every Saturday.  He did not receive a 
scholarship for high school, but received support for 
all 5 years for college. 

He said that it was a struggle to finish high school 
without the financial resources, and he was very 
grateful to receive support to go to the University. 

“When I received my first letter from my sponsors
I was very happy because they helped to motivate 
me and they gave me their affection and support.  
Also, they told me to continue studying and they 
were very happy for me!!”

Erling is now a teacher at the Instituto Nacional in 
Condega, about an hour by bus from home, where he 
teaches high school mathematics (Algebra, Statistics, 
Geometry, and Basic Math) and helps as a support 
teacher to other Math instructors.

All scholarship students must do community service 
and he was involved helping elementary and high 
school students who needed academic support with 
their Math homework. He said he enjoyed it because 
he felt he was helping others and was able to put his 
mathematical skills to good use. Students were able to 
succeed so that they could go onward in their studies.

Receiving this scholarship provided Erling with new 
opportunities for his future. He said, “I became a 
professional. My mother is so, so proud that I am now a 
teacher.”  

Thank you to all our scholarship sponsors for making 
dreams come true for these students.

----------------------------------------------

THANkS!   Thanks to everyone on CE Board and 
Deacons for putting together our first Shrove Tuesday 
on Sunday Pancake Breakfast!  All of the homemade 
food was wonderful! 

BIRTHDAYS  
&

ANNIVERSARIES

                      ~March~

3 Derek McLean
9 Jane & Erich Lear (1973)
14 Beth Waddel & Bill Condon
16 Jeanie McConnell
16 Sue Schell
21 Julie Stanton
25 Will Hindman
28 Bill Condon
31 Donna Holstad

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
We send our love and prayers to Jane Lear and her 
entire family.  Erich died on Wednesday, February 
18th at home after a long struggle with cancer.  

The music department will have a memorial service/
celebration of life for Erich on Sunday, March 29 at 
2:00 pm in Bryan Hall.  There will be a reception in 
room 115 after.  

We also hold our Parish Administrator, Trina Avilez, 
in our thoughts and prayers, along with her husband, 
Jose, and their three daughters.  Trina, who has 
experienced some health challenges during her 
pregnancy, is now on bedrest at home. 

NICARAGUAN SCHOLARS
The Nicaraguan Scholars Program and the 
scholarships offered by sponsors through the ASLA 

Foundation are life-
changing.  This support 
doesn’t just help young 
scholars who aspire to 
complete goals in 
education but they affect 
the scholars family, 
community and often 
whole direction in life.   



CCUCC LOST & FOUND
If you’ve lost some-
thing at the church 
and haven’t been able 
to locate it, please 
remember we do have 
a lost and found 
basket located in the 
Narthex. 

Within the last month, we found a set of car keys (see 
photo of an electronic key with other keys attached). 
Please see office if you’re missing something that 
sounds/looks similar.  Thanks!

GETTING READY FOR CAMP?
Sunday, April 19 

We know it isn’t summer yet, but mark your calendars 
for the annual Campership Brunch provided by 
members of the Board of Christian Education.  N-
Sid-Sen Director Mark Boyd will be at CCUCC to 
preach and do a presentation about camp after church 
on Sunday, April 19.

BE THE CHANGE, BE AN 
ALLY!
March 5th, 6:30pm

All are welcome to our next meeting, 
where we’ll be discussing the 
importance of allies in our community and sharing 
some ideas about strategies for being an ally. Part 
of PFLAG’s mission is to provide education for 
ourselves and others about the unique issues and 
challenges facing the LGBTQA community. Allies 
understand the significance of their powerful voices 
and put them to good use by raising awareness of 
equality, fairness,and acceptance. Join us in learning 
about the important qualities of an ally. There will be 
time for some Q&A and discussion. Hope to see you 
there!

Unitarian Universalist Church
(420 East 2nd St. Moscow, ID 83843
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 MARk YOUR CALENDAR: 
March 7  Family Promise Comfort Food Cook-Off, 4-6pm  
   Trinity Baptist/Moscow
March 8  Daylight Savings Begins, 2am
March 8  “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner”, 6pm 
March 11  CCUCC Council, 7pm
March 15-22 Family Promise Host Week
March 18  Meditation Group, CCUCC 12:15-12:45pm
March 18  Deacons & Trustees, 7pm
March 29  Bishop Place Sing-A-Long, Bishop Place
   Easter Hat Making, following worship
   Common Ministry Dinner & Auction- Banyans
April 2  Maundy Thursday- 7pm Brewster Hall
April 3  Good Friday-evening prayers around the labyrinth
April 5  Easter Sunday

Keep an eye on our website for up-to-date calendar information

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

Great Secondhand & Second Chance Goods

The

525 N.E. Campus Ave.
Pullman, WA  99163

Return Service Requested

community congregational

united church 
o f c h r i s t

STAY CONNECTED! 
Visit our websit for updated information, weekly 

sermons, news & events
www.pullmanucc.org   

Remember to visit our Thrift Shop
for the best bargains in town . . .
and spread the word to others!

Hours:
Tuesdays:  4:30 - 6:30 pm

Thursdays & Fridays:  
12 noon - 4 pm


