
 

 

Communicator 
September Theme:  Adapting to a World in Motion  

As organizations grow and mature it is vital that they learn 
to adapt to a changing world.  In 1996, Kodak had 140,000 
employees and had a market value of $28 billion.    When a 
new technology came out—digital photography—Kodak 
thought nothing of it.  When the new technology moved 
from a niche market to big business, there was a major 
disruption for the film giant—people no longer needed 
film.  In January 2012, Kodak filed for bankruptcy.  In short, 
Kodak was unable to scale to a new emerging reality, nor 
were they able to see any of the internal or external 
changes that threatened its survival.  Leaders failed to take 
any action or may have taken a ‘wait and see’ approach 
and suddenly it was all over. 

Atrophy occurs within every living organism and 
organization.  Some things have a defined life cycle; for example, the average life expectancy for 
churches is 75 years.  UCC churches have been closing at a rate of about 3/week for many years now. 
Unless an organization continually reinvents itself, it will die, collapse, or become irrelevant, like Kodak.  

The Church is no different. It took the Church 300 years to recognize and understand that the earth was 
not at the center of the universe.  Copernicus, the father of modern astronomy, Galileo, and Bruno all 
suffered persecution from the Church because they advocated unconventional views of the universe. 
Change is difficult, especially for faith communities and non-profits.   

Community Congregational, like many churches, has struggled in recent years with a decline in 
attendance and revenue.  Community Congregational Church has also been faced with increased 
competition from other churches and secular activities. 

The history of Community Congregational for many years was marked by boldness, courage, and 
imagination. It is those values that need to be re-ignited if we are to move forward in bold ways once 
again.  Our faith teaches us that all things are possible with God’s help.  

For the month of September our Sunday morning 
gathering we will address the theme of adapting.  We will 
examine fours areas of change:  the world, church, faith, 
and ourselves.  

Let’s continue our journey together by imagining a new 
future together.   

 

Scott  

September 2015 

Sunday Gatherings in September   

Adapting to a World in Motion 

Sept. 6  A Changing World  Scott Lovaas 

Sept. 13  A Changing Church  Scott Lovaas 

Sept. 20  A Changing Faith  Chip Laird 

Sept. 27  A Changing Self  Chip Laird 



 

 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
UPDATE 
New Beginnings is a 
process of discovering 
the intersection of our 
church's passions, 
skills, and resources. 

Six groups made up of 
church participants have met four times in May 
and June. These New Beginnings groups 
are finishing their final two meetings in late 
August and early September.  Each group will 
make a decision regarding church priorities. 
New Beginnings group leaders will then meet to 
find a consensus to present to the church 
council and congregation. 

That "Big Decision" will help us to focus our 
energies so that our church will remain a vital 
presence in our community and in our lives. It 
will also help guide us as we prepare to search 
for a settled pastor. 

Thanks to all of you for your energies, insights, 
and faithfulness in this exciting time of transition. 
Thanks especially to the New Beginnings 
leaders for their inspired and skillful guidance: 
Herb and Jann Hill, Monica Johnson and 
Stephanie Kane, Kym Dye and Barbara Johnson, 
Mike and Lynn McCollough, Sandy Evenson and 
Sue Kreikemeier, Beth Waddel and Bill Condon.    

                                         —Doug Blanks Hindman 
 
 
SUNDAY MORNING ENRICHMENT  
How to Read the Bible  
9:30-10:20 am    Fireside Room  
 

During the month of September 
Scott Lovaas will lead a four week 
discussion on Steven L.  McKenzie’s 
book How to Read the Bible: History, 
Prophecy, Literature - Why Modern 
Readers Need to Know the Difference and What 
it Means for Faith Today.   The inside cover reads, 
"McKenzie argues that to comprehend the Bible 
we must grasp the intentions of the biblical 
authors themselves--what sort of texts they 
thought they were writing and how they would 
have been understood by their intended 
audience. In short, we must recognize the 
genres to which these texts belong. McKenzie 
examines several genres that are typically 
misunderstood, offering careful readings of 
specific texts to show how the confusion arises, 
and how knowing the genre produces a correct 
reading.”   A few copies of the book will 

be available. Questions may be directed to 
Scott Lovaas,slovaas@comcast.net  
 

BROWN BAG LUNCH  
Mondays 12-1:30 pm. 
 

Bring a brown bag lunch and join in 
a discussion of the scripture and 
upcoming Sunday sermon topics 

with one of our ministers. Questions can be 
directed to Scott at slovaas@comcast.net  
 
GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER 
Sunday, September 27th - 6:00 pm 
 

Join church friends for a casual 
meal evening.  Sign up and you 
will be put into a group for a 
potluck supper with 6-8 
people.  If you would like to 
host let us know as well as what 
you would like to bring (main 
dish, salad or dessert).  You will 
be called (or emailed) on 
Wednesday, September 23rd, 
told what to bring and for how 
many.  Then on Sunday the 27th 
you will be given the address of 
where you are to meet for dinner.  No one 
knows exactly who is coming, not even the 
host/ess. – If you have any questions, contact 
the church office or Sue Schell  432-3767 
sueschell@roadrunner.com. 
 
LIVING THE QUESTIONS- is a 12 week DVD 
based small group 
study exploring beyond 
traditional, rote 
theologies.  The Living 
the Question series 
provides the wisdom of 
leading progressive 
pastors, theologians, 
and authors as a basis 
for talking about our own questions about our 
faith.  Our groups will be a safe place to explore 
and consider what really matters to us in 
relation to some core concepts of Christianity.   

2 groups - Tuesdays at 6:15pm begins  
                     September 8 
                    Sundays at 11:45 am (will begin 
when we have enough people for a group) 
 

Please sign up on the sheets in the narthex or 
on our website if you would like to further 
engage your questions of faith!   
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FAMILY PROMISE is at our church September 6-
13 . We still need Meal and Evening Hosts on 
Wednesday and Saturday the 12th  Help make a 
difference in the lives of homeless families in 
our area.   For information about Family Promise 
of the Palouse, contact Sue Schell 
sueschell@roadrunner.com, 509-432-3767. 
 
WEEKLY MEDITATION GROUP 
Thursdays 12:15-12:45pm beginning on 
September 3.  Anyone 
is welcome to come 
and sit with Cill 
Richards, Chip, and 
other companions for 15
-20 minutes of simple 
sitting meditation.  The benefits to body, mind, 
and spirit are tangible, so join us!  
 
OMG!  LOW IMPACT AEROBICS 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4:00-
5:00 p.m., beginning on October 6. 
You are invited to stretch and 
move to Lisa Morris’ Low Impact 
Aerobics Class to be offered in 
Fellowship Hall on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 4:00-5:00 p.m.  This class is free but donations 
will be accepted towards Nancy Mack’s OMG 
(Our Greater Gifts) offering to the church.  Funds 
received will be used to enhance the 
promotional materials for the church such as 
signs, bulletins, newsletters, radio spots, 
etc.  Please make checks payable to CCUCC 
and drop them in the box to be provided during 
the class.  If you can stand and walk without 
assistance, and you like to follow a beat using 
simple dance steps, this class is for 
you.  Participants must be over 18 years of age 
and sign a Release of Liability form before 
participating.  Lisa recommends you bring a mat 
or towel for floor work, wear loose comfortable 
clothing and athletic shoes or light dance 
slippers There is no requirement to come on a 
regular basis, but you’ll feel so much better, 
you’ll want to come each Tuesday and 
Thursday.  Suggested donation: $5/class. 
SPECIAL 10 MINUTE DEMO  Sunday, October 4    
following church, in Fellowship Hall.   
Come and observe so you can decide if this 
class is right for you! 
 

LEARNING COMMUNITY UPDATES 
Fall has arrived and with all the changes in the 
season our Learning Community is under 
change as well. We have two classrooms for the 

Fall. Nursery to Kindergarten aged children will 
be doing learning activities in the Nursery Room. 
Kortnee Bates and Chandra Dunker will be 
working together to plan fun age appropriate 
activities for this age group. The Elementary 
Children will continue to meet in the far 
classroom as they have been. Teachers will be 
taking a month at a time to teach this group. The 
Johnson's will be teaching for the month of 
September. Mary Wandschneider will be 
teaching in October. We are still looking for a 
High School Learning Community Leader if 
anyone is interested. We will begin High School 
Learning Community at least monthly during 
church service in the month of October.  Check 
the weekly bulletin for updates.  
 
MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH EVENT 
Sunday, September 13, 6-8pm 
 

Come join your CCUCC friends (or meet some 
new ones) for dinner and fun on Sunday, 
September 13 (6-8pm) at Reed Spurling’s house, 
512 North Lincoln, Moscow (near corner of 
Hayes and D streets.)  Something yummy will be 
served for dinner, and we’ll be watching a movie 
or a couple of fun TED talks.  We will also be 
talking about what we’d like to see in future 
youth events and the possibility of 
collaborating/joining with other local youth 
groups.  Invite your friends!  Any and all youth 
welcome.  
Please RSVP to Carol Spurling 
(bookpeoplemanager@gmail.com) by Friday, 
September 11, so we'll know how much food to 
prepare. Also if you need a ride from Pullman to 
Moscow please let us know.  
 
SOLOS ON THE MOVE 
September 20 after church 
Emerald Restaurant 

All Solos* are invited to meet for a monthly 
lunch on September 20 after church at The 
Emerald Restaurant on Grand Avenue across 
from the IGA.  If you're single and you're hungry, 
you're welcome to join us!   
*Solos on the Move is an active group of single 
people of all ages.  If you’re flyin solo, you are 
invited! 
 
CHURCH DIRECTORY INFORMATION– Please 
let the church office know of any changes in 
your contact information so we can keep you 
updated on activities at the church..  Just email 
the office.  Thanks. 
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NICARAGUA SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS GIVE 
BACK THROUGH COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
All of the Nicaragua scholarship students 
receiving support from sponsors, through the 
Asla Foundation, must participate in community 
service work. We asked three of them to tell us 
about their work, both what they are doing and 
how it has impacted them. We think the work 
they are doing is significant to their communities 
but also to their growth as individuals. Below are 
their stories, along with photos of the students.  
 

If you are interested in learning more about 
sponsoring a student, visit http://
pullmanucc.org/category/nicaraguan-scholars
-program/  or contact Janet Kendall – 509-432-
3368, janetrkendall@gmail.com. Our support of 
educational opportunities for these young 
people is transforming lives and communities!  
 

My name is Maria del 
Carmen Gonzalez. I 
am  21 years old and 
study nursing at 
Martin Lutero 
Universidad. I have 
been receiving help 
from the Asla 
Foundation for 6 
years and I am so 
grateful so that I can 
study to be a nurse. 
For my community 
service I plant trees 
for my community. I 
have planted 
palmera and marajito, sometimes fruit trees 
such as mango. I also work with some of the 
newer students to help plant in our community 
of San Pedro de Pire.  It really helps our 
community because many people use wood to 
cook so it is important to replant to help with 
erosion. Sometimes we plant near the church or 
the school or near the river. We ask the people 
where it is most needed. It is so important to 
take care of our environment and to think of our 
future generations. 
 

My name is Cristhel Paola Gonzalez and I am in 
my first year of high school. I study on Saturdays 
in Condega which is about an hour away from 
my community, San Pedro de Pire.  I am new to 
the community so one of the other older 
students has invited me to help with planting 

trees in our 
community. I am 
very grateful to 
her because I 
have learned a 
great deal and I 
love to help my 
community.  I 
am  planting 
palmeras near 
my house and 
near the school. 
It is a plant that 
is strong and 
usually does 
well in our 
environment. It 
is very 
important to help our environment and I know 
that trees help the cycle of life to continue. I am 
very grateful for the help from the Asla 
Foundation. 
 

My name is Erick Obed Diaz. I have been 
receiving help from the Asla Foundation for 
more than 5 years and I am so grateful to my 
sponsors. I will be graduating in September with 
a degree in agricultural engineering, and I am so 
very excited. For many years I planted trees for 
my community service or helped with animals in 
the rural areas, but this year I decided to help 
tutor some students, one in particular, not only 
in his studies, but also as a friend. It is very 
rewarding because the student who I help is 
deaf and I have learned a great deal. We work 
usually weekly and I am lucky to have the help 
of an interpreter so we can communicate better. 
We all must help each other to make a better 
world. 

525 NE Campus Street,/ Pullman, WA 99163            509-332-6411           pullmanucc@gmail.com           pullmanucc.org 
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CCUCC RETREAT 
September 11-13— at N-Sid-Sen Camp and 
Conference Center   

Everyone is invited to come to spend the 
weekend enjoying good company in a beautiful 
setting!  This is a fantastic opportunity to 
connect with God and one another.  We’ll share 
plenty of free time with a variety of fun crafts, 
hikes, swimming (brrrr), and games as options.   
Cost and registration information is available on 
our website or on the table in the narthex.  (But 
don’t let the cost keep you away.  Talk to Chip 
about scholarship money)  Deadline, Monday, 
Sept. 7 
 
FALL CLEAN-UP  
Saturday, September 26  8:30-11:00am 

We will have a work day at Community 
Congregational on Saturday September 
26.  Coffee, donuts, and fun will be provided. 
 
MAKING SPACE 
The staff has been cleaning up some rooms 
within the church.  If you or someone you know 
is interested or needs furniture, Brewster Hall is 
full of stuff that will be leaving our building in 
some way or another.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
In an effort to enhance our Sunday morning 
gatherings we ask that boards, committees, 
and individuals submit any announcement so 
they can be posted in the bulletin.  The deadline 
for the Sunday bulletin is noon on Wednesday. 

Deadline for submission of articles to The 
Communicator is the 21st of each month.   
 

MANY THANKS!  
A good many people take time out of their days 
and come over to the church and do simple, 
tangible things such as cut down overgrown 
bushes, and weeds, sweep up and pick up 
trash, empty trash, sweep away the spider 

webs, clean up the nametag holder, fold 
bulletins, etc…  Thanks to Alice, John, Monique, 
Bill, Sue, Gary, Dennis, Beth, Barbara, and many 
others for the simple things that speak of a deep 
caring! 
 
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & *ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 1      *Jeanne & Norris Holstad 
 2      *Steve Patton & Stephanie Kane 
  *Karl & MaryAnn Boehmke 
 9       Harriett Harrington  
 11     Gary Schell 
 12     Diane Worthey 
  *Ralph & Ardis Hauser  
 16   Tim Paulitz  
 17   Jared Holstad  
 19   *Bob & Marj Grunewald 
 19    Stephanie Kane 
  Nicholas Lovrich 
  *Nick & Katherine Lovrich  
 22     Nancy Nydegger  
 29     Jeanne Holstad  
 
 
 
SIMONE CAMPBELL TO SPEAK AT SYMPOSIUM 
Sunday, October 4 
Free Lecture at Gladish Community Center View 
Room-- Doors open at 6pm. 
Monday, October 5, 9:00am   
Workshop at St. James Episcopal Church 
Tickets:  $10.00 
 

Sister Simone Campbell will be in Pullman as 
part of The Common Ministry at WSU's 35th 
Annual Roger Williams Symposium.  Campbell 
is Executive Director of NETWORK.  She is 
known as one of the most visible "Nuns on the 
Bus", was a keynote speaker at the 2012 
National Democratic Convention, and has been 
a guest on numerous news and talk shows since 
the their tour around the country began.  She 
speaks eloquently about socioeconomic 
disparity and injustice.  She is also a 
contemplative whose activism comes from her 
sense of connection with all created beings.  If 
you don't know much about her, listen to 
her interview with Krista Tippett at Onbeing.org 
or read her book A Nun on a Bus:  How All of Us 
Can Create Hope, Change, and Community. 
Contact the Common Ministry office at 332-2611 
or email to office@interfaith-house.com to buy 
tickets for the Monday workshop. 
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Church Staff 

 

Scott Lovaas, Interim Lead Minister  slovaas@comcast.net 

Chip Laird, Minister of Community Life       chiplaird1@gmail.com 

Sheila Converse, Choir Director sheilaconverse@frontier.com 

Kathy Spencer, Organ/Piano khspencer44@gmail.com 

Anjuli Dodhia, Parish Administrator pullmanucc@gmail.com 

Chandra Dunker, Learning Community Coordinator chandradunker@gmail.com 

Kortnee Bates, Child Care Provider 
 

Church Council 

Officers:  Moderator, Doug Hindman; Financial Secretary, Jann Hill; Treasurer, Lee Bamesberger; Clerk, 

Kym Dye; Historian, Monique Slipher; Auditor, Carl Hauser; Member at Large, Jeanne Holstad. 

Board Representatives:  Christian Education, Corey Johnson & Sarah Anderson; Deacons, Bill Condon & 

Mike McCollough; Trustees, David Yonge & Sandy Evenson; Thrift Shop, Nancy Mack & Sarah Waldo. 


