
 

 

Communicator 
Fall is one of my favorite seasons on the Palouse.  All around us are fields in some stage of preparation for the 
growing season yet to come.  Some of those fields are family plots of land, passed down across generations.  I 
imagine that while the vocation of farming the land with care remains, the methods could change considerably 
over time, as might the crop itself.   
Although my own family is not a farming family, ten years ago when we moved into our home nestled by a 
hillside and surrounded by trees, we worked hard to create a small garden plot in our front yard.  We found an 
area warm enough and close enough to water that we could grow some (meager) vegetables and a few 
flowers.  We forgot to water at times and so the next year we created a simple drip system.  Our backs hurt so 
we created a raised bed.  We realized at some point that we needed to follow the sun as the trees around us 
grew, so we began planting in large, moveable pots.  Now, the trees on the hillside around us have grown so 
much that we can’t grow anything substantial in that area.   The conditions have changed to the extent that we 
either have to spend a huge amount of money to have trees cut, build an elaborate greenhouse, or give up the 
spot we put so much time and effort into 
and shift to the places where the sun does 
hit.  If we are committed to growing things, 
we will continue, but we need to adjust to 
the changes around us.   
The good work of tilling, planting, and 
nurturing plants provides a natural context 
for the transition our church is going 
through.  Many of you have put your time 
and love into this faith community over the 
years.  More recently, many of you have 
spent hours sharing stories, imagining 
possibilities and digging into the soil of our church through your New Beginnings groups. This engagement and 
participation is key to reimagining and/or remembering our meaning and purpose as a faith community.    Some 
of you were not able or simply chose not to participate in this process.  For those who have participated and 
those who have been taking a wait-and-see approach:  preparation and planting in a changing world is a 
process that benefits from ongoing participation.  
New Beginnings provides CCUCC with the opportunity to reimagine and/or remember our meaning and 
purpose as a faith community.  And yet, as psychologist Irvin Yalom writes: 

The search for meaning, much like the search for pleasure, must be conducted obliquely. Meaning ensues from meaningful 
activity: the more we deliberately pursue it, the less likely are we to find it; … meaningfulness is a by-product of engagement 
and commitment… 

And as writer Anne Lamott says in her book, Stiches,  
One rarely knows where to begin the search for meaning, though by necessity, we can only start where we are… It somehow 
has to do with sticking together as we try to make sense of chaos, and that seems a way to begin.  

Throughout the month of October, as the New Beginnings visioning process moves forward, your support and 
participation in Community Congregational Church will make possible the new growth of the future.  We invite 
you to help prepare and plant in some new ways, through your pledges of financial support, your participation at 
our Sunday morning gatherings, and by taking part in ongoing groups and activities.  This is, in part,  how we 
connect with God’s purpose and share it with love and care in the wider community and world.   
—Chip 
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SUNDAY MORNING ENRICHMENT  
9:30-10:20 am    Fireside Room  
 

Where is the church? If that sounds like an 
obvious question, think again. In a networked 
world, the most important location of our church 
probably isn't the corner of Campus and Opal. In 
October, we will explore the worlds of 
language, text, and technologies to consider 
how to engage the physical church with the 
world. Four Sundays, four questions: 
 

Oct. 4—Social media and social action: hanging 
paradigms 
Oct. 11—Who are the truth-tellers in our society, 
and how do we find them? 
Oct. 18—How do we join them? 
Oct. 25—How do we design the church's 
presence in a Web 2.0 world?  
 
WEEKLY 
MEDITATION 
GROUP 
Thursdays 12:15-
12:45pm.   
Anyone is 
welcome to 
come and sit 
with Cill Richards, Chip Laird, and other 
companions for 15-20 minutes of simple sitting 
meditation.  The benefits to body, mind, and 
spirit are tangible, so join us!  
 
FALL STEWARDSHIP IN OCTOBER 
Fall is in the air and this time of transformation 
of colors, sounds and weather reminds us of 
many changes, cycles, and new beginnings. 
October is stewardship month, and time to 
recommit ourselves to the financial future of our 
church. You will be receiving messages, and 
soon pledge cards. We ask that you carefully 
and prayerfully think about the resources our 
church and church community will need in this 
time of new beginnings, and, we trust, a mindful 
rededication and rebirth.   
 -- Phil and Mary Wandschneider, Stewardship Co

-Chairs  

 
 
CHURCH DIRECTORY INFORMATION– Please 
let the church office know of any changes in 
your contact information so we can keep you 
updated on activities at the church..  Just email 
the office.  Thanks. 
 
C3 WISDOM PROJECT 
 Wisdom comes from years of 
living.  Community elders possess a unique 
perspective on life—they are living human 
documents. Many native traditions rely on the 
wisdom of Elders to inform the future. 
 C3 (Community Congregational Church) 
Wisdom Project honors, appreciates and 
cherishes the lives and teachings from those 
who have gone before.  These individuals 
possess considerable wealth and value to the 
community and their stories need to be heard 
and recorded.  In short, the joys and struggles of 
others can help current and future generations.  
 The C3 Wisdom Project Team would like 
to interview all  church members who were 
born before 1940/41.  Conversations will be 
informal and can be conducted in the home, a 
coffee shop, or at church. 
 Questions can be directed to Beth 
Waddell 509-432-6760 or Scott Lovaas 719-684
-3617  
 
CHURCH MAINTENANCE FIX LIST 
The church is always in need of minor repairs 
and/or touch ups.  The Trustees have created a 
fix list and placed it in the Narthex.  The list may 
include painting, wall repair, caulking, window 
repair, and more. We would love it if you looked 
at the list , signed up, then came in and fixed 
something.  
 
                     OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  

1 Jasmine L. Boehmke 
3 Graham Laird 
8      Helen Belt 
11     Steve Patton 
28     Alice Kramer 
29 Stephen Holstad  

 
(If we don’t have your birthday/anniversary 
listed, please contact the church office) 
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Sunday Gatherings in October   

Oct. 4  Why This Church Matters Scott Lovaas 

Oct. 11           Life in 10 Objects? Scott Lovaas 

Oct. 18    Unbound Generosity Scott Lovaas 

Oct. 25       Joining in the Rhythm Chip Laird 
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Dear Church Council Members, 
 
I am happy to report some very good news about 
New Beginnings. 
 
The group leaders are ready to make a 
recommendation to you about the future of the 
church. That recommendation will include both a 
Big Decision about our church and an outline of 
how we can achieve our New Beginning. 
 
On Sunday, October 4 following church, 
representatives of the New Beginnings Group 
leaders will present to the Church Council their 
recommendation for a Mission Redefinition and 
a modified Restart. During the meeting, they 
will seek your vote to support that Big Decision.  
 
Please let me know whether or not you can 
attend this important meeting.  
 
Also during the Sunday October 4 Meeting, the 
New Beginnings leaders will outline their drafts 
of: 

REMEMBERING OTHERS:  SHARING THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT 
 
We continue to hold Jane and Bob Shrope in our prayers.  Jane underwent a bone marrow 
transplant recently in Maryland.  She and Bob will stay there until Jane is cleared to travel 
back to Pullman.  If you’d like to send a card, contact the church office for their MD address. 
 
For Mary Carloye and her family after her sister, Sylvia Gladhill , died on September 21. A memorial ser-
vice will be held on Monday, Oct. 5, at 2:00 p.m. in the Social Room in the Independent Living unit at 
Bishop Place. 
 
For continued healing and recovery for Norris Holstad following cornea transplant, and for Betty Adams 
following her surgery.    
 
And prayers for Jane Lear and her sister Ann and brother in law, Jim .  Jim has had extensive surgery to 
remove cancer so we hold them all in our thoughts and prayers. 

-a redefined Mission Statement; 
-a set of objectives that support the Mission 
Statement; and 
-a configuration of staff resources that would be 
needed to achieve a Mission Redefinition and 
modified Restart. 
 
All of the draft documents are the result of 
discussions among the New Beginnings groups 
since last April and meetings among group 
leaders the past few weeks.  
 
Once the Council has accepted that Big 
Decision, it will present it to the Congregation in 
an informational meeting tentatively scheduled 
for Sunday, October 11 following church. New 
Beginnings leaders felt that it was important to 
give the congregation time to ask questions and 
to discuss the recommendations before calling 
for a vote. We will also schedule “moderator’s 
meetings” during the week for others to meet 
and discuss the process. 
                        October 25 
On Sunday, October 18 following church, there 
will be a Congregational Meeting to vote on the 
Big Decision. Following the meeting, the 
Deacons will sponsor a catered dinner (thanks 
to “Our Many Gifts” funds) and discussion 
sessions about the process called for by the 
Mission Redefinition and Restart decision. 
 
We owe a huge debt of gratitude to the New 
Beginnings Discussion leaders and to the 80+ 
members and friends of the church who 
participated. Their energy, enthusiasm, and 
dedication to the church has been inspiring. 

—Doug Blanks Hindman, Moderator 
 



OMG!  LOW IMPACT AEROBICS 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4:00-5:00 p.m., 
beginning on October 6. 
You are invited to stretch and move to Lisa 
Morris’ Low Impact Aerobics Class to be offered 
in Fellowship Hall on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 4:00-5:00 p.m.  This class is free but donations 
will be accepted towards Nancy Mack’s OMG 
(Our Many Gifts) offering to the church.  Funds 
received will be used to enhance the 
promotional materials for the church such as 
signs, bulletins, newsletters, radio spots, 
etc.  Please make checks payable to CCUCC 
and drop them in the box to be provided during 
the class.  If you can stand and walk without 
assistance, and you like to follow a beat using 
simple dance steps, this class is for 
you.  Participants must be over 18 years of age 
and sign a Release of Liability form before 
participating.  Lisa recommends you bring a mat 
or towel for floor work, wear loose comfortable 
clothing and athletic shoes or light dance 
slippers There is no requirement to come on a 
regular basis, but you’ll feel so much better, 

you’ll want to 
come each 
Tuesday and 
Thursday.  
Suggested 
donation: $5/
class.  
SPECIAL 10 
MINUTE 

DEMO  Sunday, October 4    following church, in 
Fellowship Hall.   
Come and observe so you can decide if this 
aerobics class is right for you! 
 
YOUTH DINNER 
Sunday, October 18th  
Carol Spurling is hosting a dinner for Youth 
Group at 512 North Lincoln, Moscow (near 
corner of Hayes and D Streets.) Something 
yummy will be served for dinner, and we’ll be 
watching something, perhaps a movie or a 
couple of fun TED talks.  We will also be talking 
about what we’d like to see in future youth 
events and the possibility of collaborating/
joining with other local youth groups.  Invite 
friends, any and all youth welcome.  Please 
RSVP to Carol Spurling 
bookpeoplemanager@gmail.com by October 
16.   

SOLOS GAME NIGHT 
Friday, October 2, 6:00pm at the Ridgepointe 
social room.  bt’s a potluck, and there is always 
plenty! Contact Barbara Johnson for 
directions: bajohnson2000@aol.com.  
 
C3 ON TAP  
Friday, October 9 at 7:00pm 
Paradise Creek Brewery 
Join us for a pint and conversation 
at Paradise Creek. 
 
SESITSHAYA MARIMBA 
ENSEMBLE   
Sunday, October 25 at 10:30 am. 

Come celebrate the amazing blessing of world 
music as Sesitshaya Marimba Band joins us 
during worship once again this year.  The band, 
comprised of Palouse area musicians, plays 
traditional and contemporary songs from Sub-
Saharan Africa and shares the lively rhythmic 
sounds of the sonorous Kwanongoma 
marimbas of Zimbabwe. Built in Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe, they produce the full earthy tones 
that characterize the music and are the only 
Kwanongomas in our region. Sesitshaya creates 
a unique, high-spirited musical signature by 
blending the Kwanongoma sound with 
marimbas built in the Pacific Northwest.  They 
are dedicated to continuing the musical 
traditions of Zimbabwe but their music is also 
from South Africa, Kenya, Zambia and the 
Caribbean Islands. When they play, they share 
the background of songs and often sing in 
Shona, one of Zimbabwe’s major indigenous 
languages. They also encourage people to 
dance, clap in accompaniment, tap their feet, 
sing and generally enjoy the high energy and 
fun of this world music.   
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October Events 
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FALL CURRICULUM TRAINING FOR TEACHERS 
October 4th at 11:30 
All teachers are invited. 
 
FALL HARVEST AND PUMPKIN CARVING 

EVENT (FOR ALL 
AGES!) 
October 25th after 
church  
Chandra and the CE 
Board will be providing 
pumpkins and 
materials to get 
creative during coffee 
hour. Stay after Sunday 

Gathering and enjoy some harvest activities! 
 
SIMONE CAMPBELL TO SPEAK AT SYMPOSIUM 
Sunday, October 4 
Free Lecture at Gladish Community Center View 
Room-- Doors open at 6pm. 
Monday, October 5, 9:00am   
Workshop at St. James Episcopal 
Church :  $10.00. 

Sister Simone Campbell will be in Pullman as 
part of The Common Ministry’s Roger Williams 
Symposium.     
 
 
THRIFT SHOP HALF-OFF EVERYTHING SALE 
October 20-23 
Get ready to save lots on treasures from the 
Thrift Shop. From 
October 20 to 23, 
The Thrift Shop 
will have its 
famous Half-Off 
Everything Sale. 
Hours will be 
Tuesday, 4:30-
6:30 p.m. and 
Thursday and 
Friday from 12 noon to 4:00 p.m. All Items in the 
store are half off the regular price. This is our 
seasonal way of clearing out merchandise to 
make way for now items. Your donations are 
always welcome, especially gently used, clean 
clothing, general interest book, jewelry, 
household items, kids wear, and shoes or 
purses. Come to the Sale and help support 
recycling, bargain hunters, and supply funding 
for local charities and our church! 
 
 
 

PIZZA & BOWLING 
CE Board is hosting a 
Youth Activity for 
teenagers to go have 
pizza and bowling this 
month. Feel free to bring a 
friend to the event. Event details were sent to 
families and teens. RSVP to Chandra or contact 
her for more info. 
 

 
FAIR TRADE CRAFT SALE 
Saturday and Sunday November 14 & 15, 2015 
Singing Shaman Traders will be back for a 
scaled down sale this year in our church 
building. 
 
NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING 
Sunday, November 15, 2015 

This year, 1/2 of all donations received for the 
Neighbors in Need offering will go to support 
the UCC’s ministries of justice and compassion 
through Justice and Witness Ministries, and the 
Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). 
The other half of the offering will go to stay in 
our local community to support the inclusive, 
interfaith work of the Common Ministry at WSU. 
Look for more information in the November 
Communicator. 

CHURCH CALENDAR ONLINE 
We are trying our best to keep the Google 
Calendar on our church website up to date.  If 
you are wondering what’s happening when, 
check it out!   
http://pullmanucc.org/calendar/ 5 
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Looking Forward to November 

Sunday Gatherings in November  

Nov. 1  All the News that’s Fit to Print Lovaas 

Nov. 8           Advertising Lovaas 

No. 22  Information vs. Knowledge Lovaas 



6 

525 NE Campus Street,/ Pullman, WA 99163            509-332-6411           pullmanucc@gmail.com           pullmanucc.org 

                           CE BOARD 
This month we continued to focus on getting a 
re-energized High School Class/Youth Group 
up and going.  We have part-time leadership 
from Phil Wandschneider and Sarah 
Anderson, and plans for the older kids to get 
together on service 
projects, outings, and other fun 
activities.  Sadly, our long-time Learning 
Community Coordinator will be leaving us 
by December 31st and we wish her all the 
best!  As part of the current overall church 
cleanup and reorganizing effort, her office will 
move to share part of Scott's space, and the 
Learning Community supplies will be 
relocated downstairs near classrooms.  We 
have a Curriculum lunch meeting for current 
and future teachers scheduled for Sunday, 
Oct. 4th after church.  Next month we'll be 
planning for Advent & Christmas events.  Stay 
tuned!                    
                                           -Monique Slipher 

Church Board Update: What’s Happening in our 

                               DEACONS 

Deacons met on September 16 for their 
regularly monthly meeting.  Both Scott and Chip 
were in attendance.  We discussed pastoral 
care, and what can be learned from our past 
efforts to enhance our future effectiveness.   
                          —Mike McCollough, Co-chair 
We’ve all noticed changes already being made 
as a result of our New Beginnings process and 
Interim Pastor Scott Lovaas’s expertise. As the 
New Beginnings leaders report out in October, 
we’ll see more changes. That’s good news, but 
perhaps it’s unsettling news for some who were 
not part of that process.  Deacons invite you to 
send input about the changes to us, as a 
variation on the “Question of the Week.” Instead, 
here is the “Question of the Month”: Tell us one 
change you like, one you’re not sure about, and 
one you’d like to see but don’t (yet). Send your 
responses to Bill Condon (bcondon@wsu.edu) 
or post them on the Pullman UCC Facebook 
page. Thanks!       
                                          —Bill Condon, Co-chair 

THRIFT SHOP  

Marcia Church has done a remarkable job 
filling the volunteer slots over the summer and 
now fall.  New sales desk workers would be 
welcome.  Please let Marcia or Nancy Mack 
know if you would like to be trained. 

Sue Schell and Nancy Mack represented The 
Thrift Shop at an August showcase of local 
nonprofits in Pullman at a Kiwanis Club event.  

The selection of appropriate donated goods 
given over to local consignment shops 
continues to yield higher revenues for The 
Thrift Shop.  If you have nicer clothing or 
jewelry, consider having the earned value 
you'd normally get at a consignment shop 
gifted to The Thrift Shop.   

We have one Board opening due to Sarah 
Waldo moving away.  

Thanks for volunteering and shopping at The 
Thrift Shop. 

                                      —Nancy Mack, Chair 

TRUSTEES 

The annual budget was discussed. The budget 
is on track for this time of year. Pledges 
received are at about 61% of total pledged with 
67% of the year being in the rear view mirror. 
This is typical for our church however, and is 
due to many members being gone in the 
summer. A list  of items that need attention 
around the church building were discussed 
(minor repairs). Members can sign up for 
specific items on the list and complete the task 
at their convenience. We planned a workday 
Saturday, Sept. 26 to address items of the list 
and to clean and reorganize.  A couple of trees 
need trimming and the Board approved the 
expenditure of funds to get this done. The city 
of Pullman is sharing 50% of the cost. 
This is stewardship season and we have begun 
discussions on all that is involved in the 
important stewardship process. 
                                        —David Yonge, Chair 
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Church Staff 

 

Scott Lovaas, Interim Lead Minister  slovaas@comcast.net 

Chip Laird, Minister of Community Life       chiplaird1@gmail.com 

Sheila Converse, Choir Director sheilaconverse@frontier.com 

Kathy Spencer, Organ/Piano khspencer44@gmail.com 

Anjuli Dodhia, Administrative Assistant pullmanucc@gmail.com 

Chandra Dunker, Learning Community Coordinator chandradunker@gmail.com 
 

 

Church Council 

Officers:  Moderator, Doug Hindman; Financial Secretary, Jann Hill; Treasurer, Lee Bamesberger; Clerk, 

Kym Dye; Historian, Monique Slipher; Auditor, Carl Hauser; Member at Large, Jeanne Holstad. 

Board Representatives:  Christian Education, Corey Johnson & Sarah Anderson; Deacons, Bill Condon & 

Mike McCollough; Trustees, David Yonge & Sandy Evenson; Thrift Shop, Nancy Mack & Sarah Waldo. 
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