
 

 

Communicator 
Politics and Faith 
 
We are at a crossroads in 
this nation.  And our faith 
requires us to speak out.  
We are called to bear 
witness both as a church 
and as individuals.  Justice 
requires it.  God is calling 
us to raise our voices on 
issues such as: healthcare 
as a human right for all 
people, the wealthy and 
multinational corporations 
paying a fair share of taxes, 
environmental protections 
and policies instituted to 
stop global warming, 
challenging the ugly 
specter of racism and neo-
fascism, and many others. 
 
 
Justice is simply how we act collectively.  It is how we organize ourselves as a society.  It is how we act 
politically. One cannot do justice and not act or speak politically. 
 
Some say that one should not mix politics with religion.  I say that it is impossible not to!  Being political is 
unavoidable.  And when we are silent, we merely bless the status quo.  The churches and preachers who 
remained silent on slavery, civil rights, women’s rights, LGBTQ rights, and recent immoral wars, enabled 
injustice to flourish.  Pretending to be non-political is like Pilate washing his hands. 
 
Now, I believe that the “wall of separation” between church and state is a good thing.  And I oppose 
recent efforts to undermine this separation.  But this does not mean that we don’t act politically.  It means 
that we don’t establish or impose religious views on others, not endorsing candidates or parties, or using 
public money to support particular religious groups, for example.  While we do not legislate theology, we 
are called to legislate ethics.  Our faith demands that we work for a more compassionate and just society, 
and this includes laws and policies. 
 
As people of faith, we not only have the right and the privilege to take political positions, we have the 
obligation.  
 

Peace, 

Steve 

September, 2017 
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Church resumes 10:30am start time 

 
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED 
FOR AUGUST 27. Meet at Noon, in the church 
parking lot. 
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Maurice Windsor, who was a physical chemist, wrote the following poem in 1990. In light of the recent 
sermon series on science and religion, we share it with you. 

Starstuff 

Ten billion billion billion scraps 
Of starstuff join to make 
A thing that struts upons this world 
And makes the Universe a stage 
For all his hopes and fears, 
Opens wide eyes and gathers in 
All that is there, 
Rocks and trees and mountain streams, 
Elephants and mice and men and 
Galaxies and grains of sand, 
Then reaches out to touch the stars 
That gave him birth. 
Oh, what a piece of work is Man, 
A universe, become aware, 
Now knows herself and sees 
Her suns minutely mirrored in his eyes. 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS/*ANNIVERSARIES 

5 Beth Powers 
6 *Kym Dye & Linda James 
9 Jane Hansen 
13 Karl Johanson 
15 Tricia Grantham 
17 John Kramer 
24 *Stephen & Donna Holstad 
24 Barbara Johnson  
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS/*ANNIVERSARIES 
2 *Steve Patton & Stephanie Kane 
3 *Karl & MaryAnn Boehmke 
7  *Herb & Jann Hill 
11 Gary Schell 
12 Diane Worthey 
16 Tim Paulitz 
17 Jared Holstad 
19 *Bob & Marj Grunewald 
19 Stephanie Kane 
20 Nicholas Lovrich 
20*Nich & Katherine Lovrich 
22 Nancy Nydegger 
29 Jeanne Holstad  
 

(If we don’t have your birthday/anniversary listed, 
please contact the church office) 
 
 
 



 

 

 
MARCH WITH US! The Palouse Pride Event 

on Saturday, August 26, is a fun and informative 
way to show our church's support for the GLBTQ 
community.  We'll have a few banners and signs.  
Bring your family and meet 4th and Jefferson in 
Moscow at 11:00 a.m.  The march begins at 11:30 
a.m. and ends at East City Park.  Stay for an 
afternoon program of speakers, booths and 
music.  Wear your CCUCC t-shirt or buy one from 
Bill Condon before the 26th.  Sign up in the 
Narthex if you can staff our church's table for a 
couple hours.  Contact Nancy Mack, 332-6252. 

REGISTER NOW FOR RETREAT! Registration is 
Open! Retreat 9/15-9/17. N-Sid-Sen is OPEN! Visit 
http://www.n-sid-sen.org/ and "click to register!" 
$60 scholarships are available to anyone who 
wishes to attend the retreat and for whom cost 
may be prohibitive. If you have any questions or 
concerns about the retreat or accessing 
scholarship funds, contact Jessie Twigg-Harris.  

“We have not done the 
things that are necessary 
to lower emissions 
because those things 
fundamentally conflict 
with deregulated 
capitalism, the reigning 
ideology for the entire 
period we have been 
struggling to find a way 
out of this crisis. We are 
stuck because the actions 
that would give us the best chance of averting 
catastrophe are extremely threatening to an elite 
minority that has a stranglehold over our 
economy, our political process, and most of our 
major media outlets.” —from the Introduction of 
This Changes Everything 

“ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, GLOBAL WARMING 
AND FAITH,” , Led by Steve Van Kuiken and 
Cassie Geraghty. Sundays, September 17 through 
October 8, 9:15 to 10:15 AM. We will be using 
Naomi Klein’s landmark book, This Changes 
Everything:Capitalism vs. the Climate.  (copies 
available to purchase in the Office for $14) We will 
also look at the Encyclical, “Laudato Si’,” by Pope 
Francis, which can be found at this website 
https://laudatosi.com. 

LEARNING COMMUNITY FOR ALL! -- Beginning 
on Sun, Sept 10, we will kick off a separate 
education hour for all ages (children, youth, 
adults) before the worship service (9:15 - 10:15 
am). Children will be invited to worship, with 
Children's Church available for ages 0 - 7.   
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BISHOP PLACE HYMN SING  
1st Sunday every month at 3:00 p.m. 
Join the residents of Bishop Place Senior Living in 
Pullman for singing and good company. Find out 
more by contacting Ginny Hauser at 
ghauser@pullman.com. 
 
LOW IMPACT AEROBICS 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
Starting August 29th, 
4:00pm to 5:00pm. 
If you can stand and 
walk without assistance, 
and you like to follow a 
beat using simple dance 
steps, this class is for you. A $5 donation is sug-
gested, a share of which goes towards Nancy 
Mack’s OMG (Our Many Gifts) offering.   
 

 

Team Meetings: 

CR= Conference Room 
JR= Julius Room 
FR= Fireside Room 

2nd Tues 7:00 pm, Marketing  CR 
2nd Tues 7:00 pm, Congregational Life  JR 
 
2nd Wed 12:00 pm, Congregational Care  CR 
2nd Wed 7:00 pm, Finance &  Stewardship  CR 
 
3rd Tues 10:00 am, Shared Ministry  CR 
 
3rd Wed 7:00 pm, Faith Development   FR 
3rd Wed 7:00 pm, Building and Grounds  JR 
3rd Wed 7:00 pm, Justice and Witness CR 
 
4th Wed 7:00 pm, Council  CR 

 
 

COFFEE AT MORO 
Every Thursday at 10:30 am 
Café Moro  in Pullman 
Connect with friends every Thursday morning,  
 
WEEKLY MEDITATION IS ON BREAK FOR THE 
SUMMER To resume in the fall.  

 
 
For 63 years, The Thrift 
Shop has helped people in 
need, our church, and the 
community.  Here’s how: 
 
 

Goods donated are mostly priced $5 or less.  
Free items are put out each week in the hallway. 
Vouchers issued by social service agencies allow 
those in need to take free goods for each family 
member. 
About 15 large bags of excess or unsaleable 
goods are donated to Goodwill each week, help-
ing disabled people 
$800/month is donated to the general church 
budget. 
40% of monthly profits go to the church’s capital 
improvement needs. 
$2000-$3000 per year is donated to various local 
charities, camps, programs or social services. 
Selected, higher quality goods are consigned to 
bring in more revenue. 
Sales revenue for 2016 was $16,689. 
Expenses include phone, supplies, advertising, 
sales tax and debit/credit card fees. 
No one is paid to work; all workers pay for the 
goods they buy.  Volunteers are not just CCUCC 
people.  Many work 6 hours per month or more 
and are trained. 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 
OF THE THRIFT SHOP 
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Universities in Nicaragua 

 

Many of our students go on to University 
once they graduate from college. (In 
Nicaragua, most high schools are called 
“colleges.”) Currently, about the same 
number of the students we are sponsoring 
are in high school and in university, a big 
change from sixteen years ago when the 
scholarship program began and we 
supported only high school students. 
Students 'choice of a career helps them 
determine which university to attend. 
Nicaragua universities offer degrees in 
areas similar to those in the US, including 
engineering, accounting, education, 
biology, nursing, medicine, and agriculture. 

There are both public and private universities. Students must take an entrance exam to enter a public 
university because so many want to go there since it costs much less. There is no tuition, but students 
still must pay for supplies, food, textbooks and transportation. If students are not admitted to a public 
university they go to a private university.  There is no entrance exam, but they must pay tuition, 
approximately $25 to $35 US dollars per month, plus supplies, food, textbooks and transportation.  

Nicaragua’s main public university is called 
FAREM (Faculdad Regional Multidisciplinaria); 
there are branches located in several cities, but 
our students usually go the FAREM in either Esteli 
or Somoto because they are closest towns (about 
25 miles from Condega). If students wish to 
prepare for a particular career they may have to 
go to a university further away. Examples include 
the university in Leon where students study 
medicine, in La Trinidad where they study nursing, 
and in the capital, Managua, for other 

specializations such as forestry or natural resource management.  Students who go away to university 
try to stay with family to help them decrease their costs.  

In addition to costs mentioned above, students in their last year of university must pay teachers an 
additional, significant fee – about $600-$800 -- to help them prepare for their thesis defense and 
obtain their “titulo”, similar to diplomas that students in the US receive.   

Since 2010 we have provided university scholarships, and to date we’ve had over 40 youth graduate 
from university with degrees in education, nursing, business administration, and more. 

Learn more about the Nicaragua Scholarship Program at aslafoundation.org or by contacting Janet 
Kendall, janetrkendall@gmail.com. 
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Greetings CCUCC Friends! 

The eclipse has occurred. Schools are getting back in session. At CCUCC, we’ve returned to the 10:30 
AM Sunday worship schedule, and we are finishing out our summer program by preparing for Palouse 
Pride this weekend. Meanwhile, we are also deep into fall planning, with some new opportunities on the 
horizon. Sunday, September 10, will kick off our fall program schedule, including Learning Community 
for All (a separate education hour for people of all ages, Sundays, 9:15 - 10:15 AM).  

As we gear up for the variety of changes that will ripple from a separate education hour, I’d like to take 
share some of the theology behind one part of such an experiment--namely, children in worship. 

When a church decides that worship is for all, including the youngest, it is an act of inclusivity. Inclusivi-
ty is, ultimately, hospitality (of the Jesus variety).  No one broke down the social constructs about who 
was supposed to be included more than Jesus. He spent his days with children, women, the sick, the 
oppressed, and the marginalized--declaring that whatever rules kept them on the outside were not 
God’s rules. So Jesus gathered ALL the people. We are not whole, as a worshiping community, when 
subtly or otherwise anyone is treated like they don’t belong or that we don’t need them there. One of 
the single greatest ways we can understand God is by insisting that we actually need all God’s image-
bearers at the table to be whole.  

When we gather for worship, we gather as people of the Jesus’ way. The table, the worship, the singing, 
the sharing of sacred texts--we come and practice and partake, not because it’s ours but because we 
(all of us) have been invited to a banquet: the radical Jesus banquet, at which those who’ve been 
pushed to the fringes of society get served first and there’s always enough for all. 

This doesn’t automatically mean we are good at it, and it doesn’t have to. Here’s some history why... 

We are a faith community - meaning we are an intergenerational gathering place for people who want 
to explore their faith and spirituality, believing that a major component is the practice of coming togeth-
er. Churches began segregating the age groups a handful of decades ago, partially in the attempt to 
make church more attractive to people by making the time more efficient (divide and conquer) and by 
using snappy kid-attracting program for the younger ages. And while age-appropriate material can be a 
useful tool at times, two of the major effects of separating the ages in worship was that children lost li-
turgical literacy (meaning by being removed from worship, they lost understanding of it) and that wor-
ship began to cater to (and revolve around) adults only. Over time this has given adults the mistaken 
idea that worship is intended to be a private devotional experience, an adult intellectual exercise, or an 
experience of adult-level quiet. It is meant to be none of these things, exclusively. Worship, at its heart, 
is a collective practice (which isn’t simple our easy), and when over time, we exclude certain people, our 
worship becomes unwhole.  

Inclusive worship takes practice. Sometimes it feels like just that: awkward, unsettled, improvised. So, 
as we bumble toward the practice of being a more radically hospitable, Jesusy, worshipping communi-
ty, here are some practical tips… 

• When a child makes a noise during worship 
(because they are still learning how to regulate 
their voices in group settings), whisper to yourself 
“thank you” for the reminder that we have young 
people here. 

• When you notice the addition of rocking chairs 
and other family-friendly additions at the back of 
the worship space in the coming weeks, recognize 
them as attempts at being hospitable to the wor-
shippers of all ages. 

• When you see parents bringing their children 
to worship, take the time to tell them you appreci-
ate what they are doing and know it’s not easy. 

• When you see children before, during, or after 
worship, introduce yourself, ask their names, and 
talk to them. Then do it again next time. 

• When you see children doing jobs (like handing 
out bulletins or lighting candles), thank them for 
helping. 

When we play with how we do coffee hour, or 
what doors are open when, enjoy the ways new 
things can deepen our hospitality. 
 
 
Peace to you all. 
Jessie Twigg-Harris (CCUCC Program Coordinator) 
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The Stewardship and Finance Ministry team is al-
ready thinking about the budget for 2018. We have 
selected a stewardship campaign with the 
theme: Journey to Generosity: The Way of Jesus. 
We will have details in the next Communicator. 

 

REPORT FROM CCUCC JUSTICE &  WITNESS TEAM 

 Our team has been working to organize CCUCC 
participation in the Palouse Pride in Moscow 
on August 26, a joyful celebration with our LGBTQ 
friends and fundraiser for Inland Oasis, a group 
offering services and support to the LGBTQ com-
munity.   Wearing our CCUCC T-shirts, carrying our 
church banner, staffing a table with our handouts 
about the church, we spread the word that we are 
a Christian faith group inclusive of all people.   We 
furthermore encourage supportive CCUCC mem-
bers to attend PFLAG monthly meetings, held at 
the Unitarian Church in Moscow on the first 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m.  

 Justice and Witness is collaborating on the Week-
end Snack Pantry project in Pullman public 
schools.   Kirstin Lightfoot, who is the coordinator 
for it at Franklin School, will also coordinate partici-
pation by CCUCC.  This program provides each 
child in reduced/free lunch programs with a bag 
of snacks to take home on Fridays for the week-
end.  This supplement helps combat food insuffi-
ciency in our community.   Snacks may be cheese, 
crackers, raisins, and apples from Backyard Har-
vest.  Our Team will find ways to help with funding, 
which is currently the greatest need as the pro-
gram expands from Jefferson and Franklin to the 
other schools.  

Another major effort for this Team is planning a 
public workshop together with representatives 
from Sacred Heart Catholic, Simpson United Meth-
odist, Trinity Lutheran, and St. James Episcopal 
Churches.  “Engaging the Political Power Brokers: A 
Push for Social Justice”, featuring the director of 
the Faith Action Network in Olympia as presenter, 
will be held at our church on Saturday, October 7, 
10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   See the article elsewhere in 
this newsletter for details.   As CCUCC hosts this 
public event, we need your help!  Please let Tim 
Paulitz or Mary Carloye know if you can provide: 

- donuts for the 10 a.m. gathering time 
- relish trays and cookies to complement the pur-
chased deli sandwiches for noon lunch 
 

- kitchen help/cleanup before and/or after 
lunchtime 

Justice and Witness Team is currently meeting on 
third Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. at the church.  We 
welcome anyone who would like to be part of it. 

Mary Carloye, Chair 

 

Engaging the Political Power Brokers:  A Push for 
Social Justice  Learn about the latest legislation 
and how you can engage and advocate for change 
with your representatives. 

The Faith Action Network and Congregational 
United Church of Christ (CCUCC) will hold a legis-
lative advocacy workshop on Sat. Oct. 7, 2017 from 
10:30 AM to 2 PM at CCUCC, 525 NE Campus St. in 
Pullman.  Lunch will be provided.  

 We will get information on two WA initiatives for 
2018: the Deadly Force Initiative and the Carbon 
Tax Initiative (Alliance for Jobs and clean Energy 
Coalition).  Hear about Eastern Washington issues 
from local social justice and advocacy groups- 
poverty, homelessness, food insecurity. We will 
also cover national issues- refugees, sanctuary, 
immigration and DACA (Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals).  Also supported by Simpson United 
Methodist, Sacred Heart, Trinity Lutheran, and St. 
James Episcopal churches.  This  public workshop 
is free. RSVP to mcarloye@completebbs.com is ap-
preciated but not required.  
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Church Staff 

 

Steve Van Kuiken, Minister  steve@pullmanucc.org 
Jessie Twigg-Harris, Program Coordinator jessie@pullmanucc.org 
Kathy Spencer, Organ/Piano khspencer44@gmail.com 

Michelle Mason, Administrative Assistant office@pullmanucc.org 
 

 

2017 Church Council 

Officers:  Moderator, Mike McCollough; Moderator-Elect, Herb Hill; Treasurer, Lee 
Bamesberger; Clerk, Kym Dye; Finance and Stewardship, Sandy Evenson; Building and 
Grounds, Asa Clark; Faith Development, Carol Spuring; Congregational Life, Lynn 
McCollough; Congregational Care, Beth Waddel; Shared Ministry, Tricia Grantham; Justice 
and Witness, Mary Carloye 


