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	“We	have	never	gotten	much	beyond	Zeus.		The	God	up	
there	who	is	mostly	angry.”		

	
1	Corinthians	13	

	
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have 
not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, 
and if I deliver up my body to be burned,[a] but have 
not love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 
boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist 
on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful;[b] 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. 
8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass 
away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 
knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part 
and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect 
comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a 
child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I 
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reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave 
up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror 
dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; 
then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully 
known. 
13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 
but the greatest of these is love. 
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An	Alternative	Orthodoxy	
	
	
As	you	know	Steve	is	on	vacation	this	week	and	has	
asked	me	to	talk	about	a	conference	that	I	attended	this	
past	July	in	Albuquerque	on	Transformation.		The	
conference	was	sponsored	by	the	Center	for	Action	and	
Contemplation	and	took	place	from	July	7th	to	the	9th.		I	
suspect,	however,	the	real	reason	that	Steve	asked	me	to	
talk	was	to	demonstrate	to	you	how	much	you	will	miss	
him	while	he	is	on	vacation.			
	
I	do	think	we	are	very	fortunate	to	have	him	here,	as	he	
is	introducing	us	to	an	alternative	orthodoxy	in	which	we	
are	learning	the	current	concepts	of	Progressive	
Christianity.		Last	Fall,	after	he	first	arrived,	he	led	a	
discussion	group	on	a	book	entitled	“Falling	Upwards”	by	
Father	Richard	Rohr.		I	had	never	heard	of	Father	Rohr	
before.	He	is	a	Franciscan	priest	in	the	Catholic	Church,	a	
prolific	writer,	and	founder	of	the	Center	for	Action	and	
Contemplation	located	in	Albuquerque,	New	Mexico.		
	
You	know	how	it	is	when	you	do	not	know	a	word	that	
you	see	for	the	first	time	and	learn	its	definition.		From	
then	on	you	hear	and	see	it	over	and	over	again	in	your	
conversations	and	readings.		Before	you	learned	it	for	the	
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first	time	however,	you	would	swear	that	it	was	much	
more	uncommon	than	it	really	is.		It	was	like	that	with	
Father	Rohr.		Since	being	introduced	to	the	teaching	of	
Father	Rohr	by	Steve,	I	have	run	into	numerous	people	
who	know	him	and	especially	follow	his	daily	devotions.			
	
One	of	these	was	an	old	Grade	School,	High	School,	and	
College	roommate	of	mine.		We	had	not	been	in	contact	
much	during	our	career	years.		While	I	was	here	at	WSU	
in	Chemistry,	he	was	eclectic:	Serving	as	a	field	worker	
for	Wycliffe	Bible	Translators	in	Tanzania,	after	that	as	
the	U.S.	Ambassador	to	Tanzania	and	later	as	the	head	of	
U.S.	AID	under	President	Clinton.	In	retirement,	he	has	
been	the	Chairman	of	the	board	for	Wycliffe.	
	
Recently	we	reconnected,	and	for	the	past	few	years	
have	been	meeting	for	fun	and	relaxation	at	various	
places.	This	time,	since	we	were	both	interested	in	
learning	more	about	Father	Rohr	and	his	teachings,	we	
decided	to	do	something	more	serious	and	attend	his	
annual	conference	called	“Conspire	2017”.		Steve	had	
told	me	about	the	Conspire	series	as	he	had	attended	it	
in	2015	and	that	he	was	hopeful	that	members	of	our	
church	might	want	to	attend	this	conference	at	some	
point.	I	hope	we	can	generate	interest	in	our	
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congregation	and	send	a	delegation	to	next	year’s	
conference,	Conspire	2018.	
	
The	Conspire	series	is	based	on	Seven	Themes	listed	in	
your	bulletin:	Methodology,	Foundation,	Frame,	
Ecumenism,	Transformation,	Process,	and	Goal.		Father	
Rohr	has	been	taking	one	theme	a	year.		This	year	the	
theme	was	“Transformation”.		Next	year	it	will	be	on	the	
“Process”	of	an	Alternative	Orthodoxy.		We	had	four	
main	speakers	at	this	year’s	conference:	Father	Rohr,	
Mirabai	Starr,	Rev.	angel	Kyodo	Williams,	and	Ken	
Wilber.	
	
Father	Rohr	teaches	from	the	Christian	Tradition	on	
incarnational	mysticism,	non-dual	consciousness,	and	
contemplation,	with	a	particular	emphasis	on	how	these	
affect	the	social	justice	issues	of	our	time.		He	had	my	
attention	from	the	start	when	he	said	this	about	
Christianity’s	concept	of	God:	“We	have	never	gotten	
much	beyond	Zeus.	The	God	up	there	who	is	mostly	
angry.”		It	seems	to	me	that	so	many	fundamental	
Christian	churches	believe	in	a	God	up	there	that	controls	
and	judges	our	lives.	By	the	way,	it	is	this	concept	of	God	
that	Atheists	tend	to	point	to	when	they	try	to	prove	the	
non-existence	of	a	God.		
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Father	Rohr	spent	a	lot	of	time	defining	his	concept	of	
the	“Separate	Self”	and	the	“Shadow	Self”.		Please	take	a	
look	at	the	picture	on	your	bulletin.	It	is	of	a	green	tree	
which	represents	our	Separate	Self	while	the	reflection	
of	the	tree	is	without	the	leaves	representing	our	
Shadow	Self.		“Good	Christians”	spend	their	lives	trying	
to	perfect	their	pretty	self	(that	is	their	separate	self)	and	
to	eliminate	or	seek	forgiveness	for	their	ugly	self	(that	is	
their	shadow	self).		In	Father	Rohr’s	Alternative	
Orthodoxy,	it	is	this	perfected	Separate	Self	which	is	the	
major	problem.	To	him,	we	are	all	part	of	God	and	thus	
we	have	a	United	or	Devine	Self.		
	
Mirabai	Starr,	our	second	speaker,	is	an	author	and	
retreat	leader	on	the	inter-spiritual	teachings	of	the	
mystics.	While	calling	herself	a	Sufi,	she	sees	herself	as	a	
bridge	builder	between	religious	tradition	and	between	
the	contemplative	life	and	compassionate	service.		One	
of	the	quotes	I	liked	from	her	talk	was	from	the	Christian	
Mystic,	Julia	of	Norwich.	“Sin	is	no	thing,	it	is	the	absence	
of	Love,	it	can	only	be	detected	by	the	pain	that	it	
causes”.	
	
Rev.	angel	Kyodo	Williams	is	an	ordained	Zen	Buddhist	
priest.	She	has	been	relating	the	worlds	of	personal	
transformation	with	justice	since	the	publication	of	her	
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book	called	“Being	Black:	Zen	and	the	Art	of	Living	with	
Fearlessness	and	Grace.”		She	mostly	talked	of	personal	
transformation	and	how	we	convert	the	Shadow	Self	and	
the	Separate	Self	into	the	United	Self.		That	God	is	in	all	
of	us.		Half	jesting,	she	said	you	would	know	when	you	
have	transformed	to	the	United	Self	when	you	can	see	
God	in	the	red	hatted	trucker.		A	few	weeks	ago,	Jann	
and	I	were	having	lunch	on	the	lake	at	Sandpoint,	Idaho.	
A	woman	at	the	next	table	was	wearing	a	red	“Make	
America	Great	Again”	baseball	cap.		It	was	difficult	for	
me	to	see	God	in	that	person.		I	suppose	however,	that	if	
I	had	truly	been	transformed	I	could	have	gone	up	to	her	
and	had	a	civil	conversation.	
	
Ken	Wilber	is	a	scholar	of	the	integral	stage	of	human	
development	and	the	founder	of	the	Integral	Institute	in	
Bolder	Colorado.	His	was	the	densest	lecture	and	
discussion.		Basically,	he	says	that	all	religions	are	trying	
to	describe	the	same	God,	but	they	approach	the	Devine	
from	different	directions.		To	me,	although	probably	too	
simplistic	of	an	analogy,	it	was	like	the	ancient	Indian	
parable	of	the	blind	men	and	an	elephant.		A	group	of	
blind	men	who	have	never	come	across	an	elephant	
before,	learn	and	conceptualize	what	the	elephant	is	like	
by	touching	it.		Each	blind	man	feels	a	different	part	of	
the	elephant’s	body,	but	only	one	part,	such	as	the	side	
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or	the	trunk.		They	then	describe	the	elephant	based	on	
their	partial	experience	and	their	descriptions	are	in	
complete	disagreement	on	what	an	elephant	is.		In	some	
versions,	they	come	to	suspect	that	the	other	person	is	
dishonest	and	they	come	to	blows.		The	moral	of	the	
parable	is	that	humans	have	a	tendency	to	project	their	
partial	experience	as	the	whole	truth,	ignoring	other	
people’s	partial	experience.	One	should	consider	that	
one	may	be	partially	right	and	may	have	partial	
information.	
	
Wilber	has	a	schema	for	each	religion,	Christianity,	Islam,	
Buddhism,	Judaism,	etc.	in	which	we	have	different	levels	
of	understanding	as	they	seek	to	know	God.	He	believes	
that	every	religion	has	several	levels.		The	one	at	the	top	
comes	together	for	all	religions.		He	calls	the	stages	
Growing	up,	Cleaning	up,	and	Waking	up.			
	
This	Growing	up	concept	is	why	I	chose	the	scripture	
reading	for	today.		I	have	always	liked	1	Corinthians	13	in	
its	entirety	but	especially	verse	11:	When	I	was	a	child,	I	
spoke	like	a	child,	I	thought	like	a	child,	I	reasoned	like	a	
child.	When	I	became	a	man,	I	gave	up	childish	ways.	It	
fits	well	with	one	of	the	UCC	sayings,	“Wherever	you	are	
on	your	faith	journey,	you	are	welcome	here”.			
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For	me	my	understanding	of	Transformation	came	best	
during	one	of	the	panel	sessions	where	some	of	the	staff	
of	the	Center	for	Action	and	Contemplation	were	telling	
their	stories.		One	man	(I	forget	their	names)	said	that	
when	he	was	in	college	he	was	an	aid	at	a	nursing	home	
and	was	assigned	the	task	of	bathing	an	elderly	woman	
who	could	not	bathe	herself.		He	didn’t	want	to	do	it	and	
didn’t	think	that	he	could.		By	visioning	her	as	a	part	of	
the	Divine,	he	was	able	to	complete	his	task.		Throughout	
the	conference	the	speaker’s	referred	to	this	example	as	
the	“Jesus	in	the	Bathtub”	story.			
	
A	second	example	came	from	a	young	mother	who	had	a	
two-year-old,	a	full-time	job,	and	was	taking	Richard	
Rohr’s	two-year	extensive	class	called	The	Living	School	
for	Action	and	Contemplation.		She	was	staying	up	late	at	
night	completing	her	Living	School	assignments	and	then	
getting	up	early	each	morning	for	meditation	and	prayer	
to	have	time	with	God.		She	told	Father	Rohr	that	she	
was	thinking	of	quitting	the	Living	School	so	that	she	
could	get	her	sleep	and	still	have	her	morning	time	with	
God.		In	response,	Rohr	said	that	his	God	would	say	to	
her	that	she	should	sleep	in	a	little	later	and	that	each	
time	she	hugged	her	child,	God	would	have	all	the	time	
he	needed	with	her.	
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I	have	always	had	a	fairly	progressive	view	of	Christianity	
but	I	have	seen	us	all	as	separate	selves.	I	have	looked	at	
each	of	you	as	separate	from	me.	My	challenge	from	this	
conference	is	to	try	to	Transform	my	faith	by	seeing	God	
in	all	of	us.		
	
The	conference	had	many	other	activities	beside	
speakers.	There	were	contemplative	practices,	yoga,	T’ai	
Chi	Chih,	book	signings,	chanting	workshops,	and	a	
reception	banquet	at	which	Rohr	joked	that	we	had	a	
chance	to	sit	down	with	a	thousand	of	our	closest	
friends.		
	
Next	year,	Conspire	2018	will	be	held	August	31st	to	
September	2nd.	The	speakers	look	to	be	outstanding:	
They	will	be	Richard	Rohr,	Barbara	Holmes,	Mirabai	Starr,	
Barbara	Brown	Taylor,	and	Brian	McLaren.	I	hope	that	
some	of	you	will	be	interested	in	studying	this	Alternative	
Orthodoxy	during	the	coming	year	and	perhaps	in	
attending	the	conference	next	August.		
	
My	one	criticism	of	the	conference,	however,	is	that	it	
did	not	provide	approaches	for	dealing	with	justice	issues	
in	the	light	of	this	Alternative	Orthodoxy.	During	this	
time	of	international	terrorism,	domestic	terrorism,	
governmental	insecurity,	hate	groups,	racism,	wealth	
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disparity,	and	environmental	complacency,	it	is	difficult	
to	see	the	United	Self.		We	have	to	do	more	than	eat	
sheet	cake.		(If	any	of	you	have	not	seen	the	Saturday	
Night	Live’s	episode	of	Tena	Fay	eating	sheet	cake,	please	
take	a	look	on	YouTube.)		I	would	have	liked	to	have	seen	
more	on	action	strategies	for	justice	from	the	Center	for	
Action	and	Contemplation.		How	do	we	see	our	fellow	
humans	as	a	United	Self	and	at	the	same	time	work	
against	injustice	in	the	world?		
	
Until	then,	we	do	have	a	sheet	cake	for	you	to	enjoy	after	
the	service.	
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A Franciscan Benediction 

May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, 
half-truths, and superficial relationships, so that we 
may live deep within our hearts.  

May God bless us with anger at injustice, 
oppression, and exploitation of people, so that we 
may work for justice, freedom and peace.  

May God bless us with tears to shed for those who 
suffer from pain, rejection, starvation and war, so 
that we may reach out our hands to comfort them 
and turn their pain into joy.  

And may God bless us with enough foolishness to 
believe that we can make a difference in this world, 
so that we can do what others claim cannot be done. 

Amen. 

	
	
	
	
	
	


