
 

 

Communicator 
Victories we cannot imagine 
 
On Friday, June 26, 2015 came the historic 
decision of the Supreme Court to make 
marriage equality for gay and lesbian couples 
the law of the land.  We at Community 
Congregational U.C.C. give thanks for this 
victory for fairness and justice!  This 
congregation has been an Open and Affirming 
congregation for over 20 years, working for the 
full equality for lesbian and gay persons in the 
church and society.  I have been an advocate 
and activist for my sisters and brothers in the 
LGBTQ community for my 30-year career.   
 

Many of us have paid dearly and have made 
significant sacrifices.  We were told to lower our 
sites, to tone it down, and to settle for the 
crumbs that fell from the table.  Many of us 
encountered ridicule and resistance from 
opponents and frightened allies, alike.  But, as 
Frederick Douglas said, “Those who profess to 
favor reform yet deprecate agitation are like 
people who want crops without plowing the 
ground… Power concedes nothing without demand.  It never did and it never will.” 
 

Many of us could never imagine that this day would come, and yet we continued to agitate, organize and 
struggle against power and insurmountable odds, year after year.  It reminds me of that line attributed to 
Gandhi: “First they ignore you; then they laugh at you; then they fight you; then you win.”  
 

Today, it seems that our problems are insurmountable and the struggle is overwhelming.  And my friends, 
the victory for gay and lesbian rights should give us hope in the struggle for justice in so many other 
areas, as well.  We are all, right now, working for victories that we cannot even imagine! 
 

In our work for economic justice, worker justice, environmental justice, immigrant justice, racial justice: 
They will tell you, “It can’t be done.”  Don’t believe them. 
They will tell you, “The power of the wealthy is too great.”  Don’t believe them. 
They will tell you, “Real, significant political change is just too difficult, and it’s hopeless.”  Don’t 
believe them.  Don’t believe them. 

 
Because we know differently, don’t we?  We know. 
 
Peace, 
 
Steve  

November, 2017 
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We are hosting 
from November 
12-19. 
 
Volunteers contact 
Sue Schell 
 

 

New Member 
Class. If you are 
new to CCUCC 
or simply new 
to church 
membership, 
you’re invited 
to join Pastor 
Steve for a 3-
week New 
Members 
Class, Sundays 

@ 9:15 AM (Oct 29 – Nov 12) in the Fireside Room 
to explore the theology of membership, what that 
really means, and how to become more involved 
in this congregation.  
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DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS 
ENDS  
NOVEMBER 
5TH.  
Set your 

clocks back one hour when 
you go to bed Saturday night. 
This happens on the date of 
Bob’s Memorial. 
 
Bob Grunewald Memorial 
11/5 at 3:00pm.. Overflow 
parking at Sacred Heart. 
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Upcoming Teen Faith Development Series—Two 
upcoming 3-Week series for middle + high school 
youth: November Teen Series: WHAT IS CHURCH? 
11/5 + 11/12 + 11/19, Sundays @ 9:15 AM We’ll use films, 
dialogue, service, and collaboration to explore 
everything from what church means to you and the 
liturgy we use at CCUCC, to church as family and other 
ways of doing church. What does it mean to BE the 
church instead of go to church? We’ll also be working 
together to make a list of what other local faith 
communities you’d like to visit in the new year as part 
of an Interfaith Neighbors series! All middle + high 
school youth are welcome. December Teen Series: 
FAITH AND FOOD 12/3 + 12/10 + 12/17, Sundays @ 9:15 
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JUSTICE AND WITNESS TEAM 

 
Our Team put out a call to the congregation for donations to help victims of hurricanes in Texas and 
Florida this fall.  We sent $3190 to Church World Service to support their relief efforts, to include 
clean-up bucket kits, school supplies, clothing and food. 
 
Supporting our United Church of Christ program Neighbors in Need, our congregation gave $1103 to 
help fund grants to local communities for a wide variety of needs. 
 
We publicized a WSU Crimson Club GoFundMe website to aid DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals) students who were suddenly faced with a tight deadline and high fees for re-application to 
stay in the US and continue their education. 
 
CCUCC is hosting and providing suppers for the Palouse Teen Council of Planned Parenthood each 
Tuesday evening for the school year. This program brings together teens with a trainer to foster peer 
education on positive relationships and sexual health.  Our local Alternatives to Violence organization 
sponsors the program.  If you would like to provide a simple light supper some Tuesday, contact Nancy 
Mack. 
 
On behalf of CCUCC, we received approval from PFLAG to use their “Welcoming and Affirming” decal in 
our building and to be included in their Rainbow Directory of business and service providers.  The decal 
is currently on our office window and a window next to the main front doors.  Our Team and the CCUCC 
Program Coordinator will find more visuals to present our LGBTQIA-friendly identity to the public and 
ways to keep current in these issues, including promotion of PFLAG meetings and programs. 
 
The  October 7 public workshop “Engaging Our Political Power Brokers: A Push for Social Justice” 
brought Paul Benz, Co-director of the Faith Action Network based in Olympia, to highlight social justice 
issues in the upcoming legislative session, and Initiative 940, requiring training in mental health and 
de-escalation in use of force by police.  The workshop also gave information and networking by local 
civic groups.  Sacred Heart Catholic, St. James Episcopal, Trinity Lutheran, and Simpson United Method-
ist churches joined with CCUC to plan and support the workshop 
 
In 2018 we will be offering 
ways for our congregation 
to help a new program in 
Pullman schools, 
Weekend Snack Pantry. 
This provides a bag of 
healthful snacks such as 
string cheese, raisins, fresh 
fruit, granola bars, and 
crackers to elementary 
age children who qualify 
for low-cost or free school 
lunches. Kristin Lightfoot 
of our congregation is 
coordinator for this 
program at Franklin 
School and facilitates our 
participation.  CCUCC has found a way to contribute money in 2017 to aid its costs. 
 
Stay tuned to find out how you can help! 
 

Mary Carloye, Chair 
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FAMILY PROMISE was established in 1988 and 
now operates 206 Affiliates across 43 states, this 
year providing shelter and social services to 
nearly 70,000 people.  Family Promise unites faith 
communities to help children and their families 
who are homeless.  Each congregation hosts for a 
week, four times a year, providing an evening 
meal and sleeping space for up to four families. 

Community Congregational is one of the 10 Host 
Congregations in Pullman and Moscow. There are 
19 partner congregations, including ours, the 
Colfax and Pioneer Hill LDS wards. A typical Host 
Week involves 50 individuals giving over 275 
volunteer hours. 

The Family Promise Day Center is located in 
Moscow.  Families have a living space for daily 
activities including meals, laundry, showers, com-
puters and spaces for children to play.  A director 
and social worker are on-site. Families receive 
support and guidance in family interactions as 
well as job hunting and looking for a place to 
live.  In addition to volunteers, Family Promise is 
supported by grants and donations. Learn more 
about Family Promise of the Palouse who 
is “Ending Homelessness on the Palouse One 
Family at a Time” at  
www.familypromisepalouse.org 

November 12-19 will be our 17th Host Week. We 
will most likely have four families totaling 15 
people. Thank you to everyone who has 
volunteered to make a meal, be an Evening or 
Overnight Host. We still need volunteers to help 
set-up on Sunday the 12th, clean-up on Sunday, 
November 19th at 7:30 am, do laundry and be an 
additional Evening Host. -  Sue Schell  

OMG Pakistani Dinner. Friday 11/17 6:00pm There 
are 10 spots available for this OMG (Our Many 
Gifts fundraiser) Pakistani Dinner, hosted by Char-
la Chaudhry in her home. Contact Charla to sign 
up and for details!  ccchaudhry@hotmail.com 

BISHOP PLACE HYMN SING  
1st Sunday every month at 3:00 p.m. 
Join the residents of Bishop Place Senior Living in 
Pullman for singing and good company. Find out 
more by contacting Ginny Hauser at 
ghauser@pullman.com. 
 
COFFEE AT MORO Every Thursday at 10:30 
am Café Moro in Pullman  Connect with 
friends. 
 
LOW IMPACT AEROBICS Tuesdays  & Thursdays 
4:00pm to 5:00pm. If you can stand and walk 
without assistance, and you like to follow a beat 
using simple dance steps, this class is for you. A 
$5 donation is suggested, a share of which goes 
towards Nancy Mack’s OMG (Our Many Gifts) 
church fundraising efforts. 
 
THE THRIFT SHOP has some great ideas for gift-
ing.  Our Facebook page:  https://
www.facebook.com/thethriftshoppullman/ 
has wonderful ideas. 

And while you're there, hit "LIKE" to help spread 
the word about this marvelous resource on the 
Palouse. Thanks for shopping with us.  

 
 
Team Meetings:            
CR= Conference Room      
JR= Julius Room 
FR= Fireside Room 
BH= Brewster Hall 
 
2nd Tues 7:00 pm, Marketing  CR 
2nd Tues 7:00 pm, Congregational Life  JR 
2nd Wed 12:00 pm, Congregational Care  CR 
3rd Tues 10:00 am, Shared Ministry  CR 
3rd Wed 6:30 pm, Justice and Witness CR 
3rd Wed 7:00 pm, Building and Grounds  JR 
3rd Wed 7:00 pm, Finance &  Stewardship  BH 
4th Wed 7:00 pm, Council  CR 
Undecided Faith Development  
 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS/*ANNIVERSARIES 
4 *Bruce & Barbara Palmer 
8 Kayla Worthey 
11 Reed Spurling 
12 Muriel Lamb 
23 Kym Dye 
25 Herb Hill 
25 Lee Bamesberger 
29 Tyler Matthew Patton 

 
Are you or your family interested in helping? 

The following jobs are available EVERY WEEK! 
 
1. Usher/Greeters 
2. Sound/Tech Volunteer 
3. Coffee Hour Host 

 
Sign up here!  

http://www.signupgenius.com/

https://www.facebook.com/thethriftshoppullman/
https://www.facebook.com/thethriftshoppullman/


 

 

THANK YOU FROM TWO NICARAGUA UNIVERSITY GRADUATES 

 
My name is Michael Josue Rivera Aguilar and I am 23 years old.  
I just graduated in September with a degree in physical 
mathematics.  For the past 5 years I have been studying 
Saturdays at FAREM University in Esteli. I traveled by bus at 
6:30 am for my 8-3 pm classes. 

I am so grateful for this opportunity, as is my family. I now have 
a degree and have become a professional. My family is so 
proud of me and now I will be able to help my family 
economically.  I come from a rather large family with 5 brothers 
and 4 sisters. I am the youngest of my brothers. All of my 
brothers and sisters are married except for me and my 
youngest sister.   

I will be working in a community outside of Condega called 
Potrerillo as a mathematics teacher for grades 7-12 on 
Saturdays from 8am-3pm and for two hours on Wednesdays 
for reinforcement.  I will take the bus out there, an hour and one
-half trip.  

What a great opportunity to be able to better myself 
scientifically and morally. I have learned so much, my social 

feeling for others, important values, economic values and just to be a better person. 

The scholarship that I have had for the past 5 years has benefited me more than words can express. The 
opportunity to finish my studies in mathematics and now to be able to apply them in a job are such 
gifts.  I am so grateful for the support from Asla. This opportunity has been a treasure given to me! 
 
My name is Junieth del Carmen Mendoza Canales. I am in my 
third year of studying nursing on Saturdays at a university in 
Ocotal which is about an hour and one-half bus ride from my 
home. I am a single mother of 2 young children so this is an 
especially wonderful opportunity for me. I was unable to study 
for lack of funds, but when I talked to Nola about scholarship 
help I was thrilled to finally be able to study and better my life 
for myself, my children and my mother. I work during the 
week from Monday to Friday and then study every Saturday. It 
is often very hard and stressful, but I know that it will all be 
worth it in the end. 

 Now in my third year we are having a great deal of hands-on 
practice in hospitals, such as injections and blood pressure. I 
often will go to my neighbors to take their blood pressure and 
temperature to practice. They like when I do that. 

Both my mother and I along with my children are so grateful 
for the scholarship that I receive from Asla. My mother had no 
money so that I could study, and we had to buy milk and food 
for my children. I am so happy that I will become and nurse 
someday and help others. Thank you Asla! 

Learn more about the Nicaragua Scholarship Program at aslafoundation.org  
or by contacting Janet Kendall 

janetrkendall@gmail.com 
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Greetings People of CCUCC! 
 
Looking out the window of my office at the church, I see yellows, 
greens, reds, and oranges. It’s fall (my favorite season)! And as I 
secretly beg the weather to stave off winter for at least another 
month, I am doing my best to soak up every bit of autumn while 
it’s here. 
 
Fall in the church is a time when we get settled into our program 
year, and this fall is rich with faith development opportunities for 
all ages. 
 
The Children’s Learning Community class (Sundays @ 9:15 AM) is 
exploring Bible story themes through cooking, art, drama, and 
science workshops. Last Sunday, they made sourdough starter 
as they explored the story of Abraham and Sarah!  
 
The adult class (Sundays @ 9:15 AM) just finished a series on 
climate change and faith and now are using a 5-week film series 
called “In This Together” and exploring ways to come together 
and address areas of fracture in the world (and even in ourselves). A New Members class is also being 
offered (10/29 - 11/12, Sundays @ 9:15 AM), and that is an opportunity to explore with Pastor Steve 
church membership, what that means, and how you can become more involved at CCUCC. In Advent, 
we’ll  embark on a congregational read of the book “Serving With Grace,” and there will be a variety of 
weekly meeting times (Sundays and Thursdays) to explore how each of us can turn our participation in 
the church (even committee meetings) into personal spiritual practice.  
 
And while our CCUCC teen group is small (but mighty!), we are looking forward to two upcoming teen 
series. The November Teen Series (11/5 + 11/12 + 11/19 @ 9:15 AM) will explore the question: What is 
church? We’ll look at different ways of doing church, what it means to BE the church, and explore ways 
the teens, as individuals can experiment with their roles in this faith community. In December (12/3 + 
12/10 + 12/17 @ 9:15 AM), we’ll explore the theme: Food + Faith, including baking communion bread, 
organizing a Snack Pantry food drive, talking about food themes in the Bible, and exploring food 
insecurity in this community. 
 
With the recent transition to a separate education hour, you may have noticed more children in worship. 
Tables are set up in the Julius room for young people to draw or do other quiet activities during 
worship, and there is something tremendously heartening to me seeing the beginnings of young 
people being integrated into worship. I’m reminded that in the gospel stories, Jesus emphasized the 
significance of how we treat the children. For the youngest children (under 7), children’s worship 
happens downstairs, and families are invited to utilize that too. Berta (teacher + childcare staff) leads the 
children in activities that mirror the liturgy practiced upstairs--singing, stories, exploratory response, 
and serving one another at the “feast” (snack). I invite people of all ages to notice the children, engage 
with them, and let them teach you something! 
 
There is something for everyone. Church is the embodiment of that. The church is not a building--the 
church is an organism. Between volunteering, classes, leadership opportunities, and simple acts of  
caring for those around you...there are many ways you’re invited to take one more step into the life of 
this faith community. Try out a class. Sign up as an usher. Grab a couple friends, and host coffee hour. 
Learn the names of people you don’t know. Offer to help lead class conversations. Rake leaves. Clean 
up after someone else. Each one of you matters in the body. Each one of you is necessary and beloved. 
 
Peace, 

Jessie  
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Church Staff 

 

Steve Van Kuiken, Minister  steve@pullmanucc.org 
Jessie Twigg-Harris, Program Coordinator jessie@pullmanucc.org 
Kathy Spencer, Organ/Piano khspencer44@gmail.com 

Michelle Mason, Administrative Assistant office@pullmanucc.org 
 

 

2017 Church Council 

Officers:  Moderator, Mike McCollough; Moderator-Elect, Herb Hill; Treasurer, Lee 
Bamesberger; Clerk, Kym Dye; Finance and Stewardship, Sandy Evenson; Building and 
Grounds, Asa Clark; Faith Development, Carol Spuring; Congregational Life, Lynn 
McCollough; Congregational Care, Beth Waddel; Shared Ministry, Tricia Grantham; Justice 
and Witness, Mary Carloye 


