
 

 

Communicator 
SPIRITUALITY OF CHANGE 
 
When Jesus started preaching in Galilee, the very first thing he said was, “Change!”  (Mark 1:15, Matthew 4:17) 
According to Rabbi Jesus, the spiritual path requires the willingness to change because of the good news that the 
Sacred Reality—God’s reign—is here! 
 
Richard Rohr notes that the word, metanoia, is unfortunately translated with the moralistic word, “repent,” but it 
literally means “change.” 
 

So it is strange that the religion founded in Jesus’ name has been resistant to change and has tended to love 
and protect the past and the status quo more than the positive and hopeful futures that could be brought 
about by people open to change. 
 

So a church, properly understood, is a community of transformation.  That is, we join in order to change!  Our primary 
purpose is to grow and deepen in our awareness of the Sacred Reality and to be transformed by this awareness.  
We are here, quite simply, to change. 
 
The process of change never stops.  As we become awake to the presence of God, wrote Paul, “we are continually 
being transformed from one degree of glory to another.” 
 
But what kind of change are we talking about?  Transformation, says Rohr, often happens when something old falls 
apart. 
 

The pain of something old falling apart—chaos—invites the soul to listen at a deeper level.  It invites and 
sometimes forces the soul to go to a new place because the old place is falling apart.  
 
Otherwise, most of us would never go to new places. The mystics use many words to describe this chaos: 
fire, darkness, death, emptiness, abandonment, trial, the Evil One. Whatever it is, it does not feel good and it 
does not feel like God. You will do anything to keep the old thing from falling apart. 
 
This is when you need patience, guidance, and the freedom to let go instead of tightening your controls and 
certitudes… 
 
…spiritual transformation must become an actual process of letting go, living in the confusing dark space for 
a while, and allowing yourself to be spit up on a new and unexpected shore. You can see why Jonah in the 
belly of the whale is such an important symbol for many Jews and Christians. 
 

We let go of our ideas of success, status and security.  We let go of our agenda, our highly defended “self” and 
whatever “winning” means.  We let go in order to find ourselves in the Absolute and that our every motivation has 
changed. 
 
So an individual and as a congregation, what old thing has fallen apart?  What new and unexpected shore have we 
found ourselves?  To what new changes are we being called? 
 
Peace, 
 
Steve 

December, 2017 
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Welcome New Members! 

Please extend a warm welcome to our newest 
members of CCUCC; Betty Adams, Charla Chaudry, 
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HANGING OF THE GREENS 
December 2, 9:45 am meet in parking lot of 
CCUCC. Questions, see Marion Yonge. 
 
HOLIDAY DINNER 
Sunday 12/3, 12:00pm Volunteer meet/planning 
Sunday 12/10, 12:00pm Dinner, Fellowship Hall 
 
ADVENT FESTIVITES 

 
Sunday, 12/3, 12:00 pm: Advent Craft Party 
Sunday, 12/10, 10:30 am: Choral-led Worship 
Sunday, 12/10, 12:00 pm: Holiday Dinner 
Thursday, 12/21, 6:30 pm: Solstice Party 
Sunday, 12/24, 7:00 pm: Candlelight Worship 

 
THE GIVING TREE 
Currently in the Narthex through Dec 11 
We will be helping Pullman Child Welfare with their 
Christmas toy & clothing drive for Pullman families. 
The tree will have tags that people can take & 
purchase the items requested & then bring back and 
place under the tree, UNWRAPPED. Questions, see 
Frances Clark. 
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and Suzanne Kopan Sakwa. 

 

December Teen Series: FAITH AND FOOD 
 12/3 + 12/10 + 12/17, Sundays @ 9:15 AM 

We'll use films, dialogue, cooking, and service 
work to explore themes of food, community, 
and church. We'll bake communion bread, plan 
a Snack Pantry service project, be involved at 
the congregational holiday dinner, and discuss 
food security in our community. 

On Sunday 12/3, the bread for communion will 
be baked by CCUCC youth, as the first part of 
this month’s Teen Series: Food + Faith. 

ALL CONGREGATIONAL ADVENT BOOK READ—
Through the Advent season, 
we invite you to participate 
in an all-congregation book 
read: Serving with Grace, by 
Eric Walker Wikstrom. 
Copies of the book are 
available (free or $10 
donation) on Sundays in the 
narthex or in the office 
during the week. Come to a 
weekly discussion group to 
explore how we do the work of the church 
together and what that means for our personal 
spirituality. 

-SUNDAY Discussion Group with Pastor Steve 
12/3, 12/10/ 12/17 @ 9:15 am (Conference) 

-THURSDAY Discussion Group with Jessie 
Twigg-Harris 12/7, 12/14, 12/21 @ 10:00 AM 
(Fireside Room) 
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GREETINGS! 
 
The CCUCC church council is pleased to be able to present a set of draft by-laws to you, the congrega-
tion, for your consideration. We expect to vote on the by-laws at our congregational meeting 
on January 21, 2018 , and we’d like you to prayerfully consider them and let the members of the church 
council know as soon as possible if you have any questions or concerns about them. 

Meetings to discuss the proposed bylaws and a possible new name for the church will be held on the 
following dates: 

9:15 AM, December 10th 

12:00 PM, December 17th 

9:15 AM, January 7th 

6:00 PM, January 8th (Potluck Plus) 

Council will review feedback at our meeting on January 10th. 
 
Our goals in updating the bylaws were several:  to help the governance structure of the church be less 
burdensome and complex and more in line with our size; to have the governance and operations of the 
church better reflect our congregational model which relies on all the members to do the work of the 
church, not just the pastor and paid staff; to simplify and update the language of our governance docu-
ments to be inclusive and reflective of reality; and to make clear the importance of the covenant that 
we enter into with each other when we become members of this church community. 
 
Please note that a good portion of the bylaws were already approved in provisional form earlier this 
year. The church council and all the teams have been operating under these bylaws for almost half the 
year and I believe that while we’re still working out the fine points, it is generally going very very well. 
 
The church council invites you to ask us questions and give us your thoughts on these bylaws, in antici-
pation of a vote. If the meeting dates above are not convenient you may also email me, Carol, at book-
peoplemanager@gmail.com, or council chair Mike McCollough at mikeinmoscowidaho@yahoo.com. 

Respectfully, 
 
Carol Price Spurling 
Chair, Faith Development Team 
Ad hoc bylaws editor 

 

 

Note from the Office: the Church Bylaws are available online in the email that has the digital version of 
this edition of the Communicator. Paper copies are being mailed to all members. Copies are also 
available in the Narthex. 

 

NAME CHANGE AND BYLAWS DISCUSSIONS SUMMARY OF MEETING DATES/TIMES 
 
Sunday, December 10, 9:15 am 
Sunday, December 17, 12:00 pm 
Sunday, January 7, 9:15 am 
Monday, January 8, 6:00 pm POTLUCK 
Sunday, January 21, 12:00 pm CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

mailto:bookpeoplemanager@gmail.com
mailto:bookpeoplemanager@gmail.com
mailto:atmikeinmoscowidaho@yahoo.com
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SPECIAL OFFERING FOR RETIRED MISSIONARIES 
AND MINISTERS 

At our Christmas Eve service, a special offering 
will be received to support the United Church of 
Christ Christmas Fund. This fund provides direct 
financial assistance to lower-income retired UCC 
clergy and lay employees, many of whom rely on 
this supplementation for basic needs, health pre-
miums and medicine, special “thank you” gift 
checks, and emergency grants.   This offering pro-
vides us with an opportunity to reach out in 
kindheartedness to those who have faithfully 
shepherded our Church and who now find them-
selves facing unexpected financial needs.  The 
recipients of the gifts have faithfully served the 
church and now, in their time of need, we can be 
the church to them.  The Christmas Fund goes to 
the United Church of Christ’s Veterans of the 
Cross and Emergency Fund, used by its Pension 
Boards.  

You may contribute directly to the Christmas Eve 
service offering, or you can find special envelopes 
in the pews at morning worship on Dec. 17 and 24, 
making your check out to CCUCC and designating 
“Christmas Fund” in the memo line. 

• from the Justice and Witness Team 

 

 

BISHOP 
PLACE 
HYMN 
SING  
Normally 
1st Sunday 
at 3:00 
p.m. 

No January date- use December 31st instead. 
Join the residents of Bishop Place Senior Living in 
Pullman for singing and good company. Find out 
more by contacting Ginny Hauser at 
ghauser@pullman.com. 
 
LOW IMPACT AEROBICS  Multiple Schedule 
Changes for December, check the Calendar 
 
COFFEE AT MORO Every Thursday at 10:30 am 
Café Moro in Pullman  Connect with friends. 

 

THE THRIFT SHOP is in 
need of donations! 

 

 

Team Meetings:            
CR= Conference Room      
JR= Julius Room 
FR= Fireside Room 
BH= Brewster Hall 
 
2nd Tues 7:00 pm, Communications CR 
2nd Tues 7:00 pm, Congregational Life  JR 
2nd Wed 12:00 pm, Congregational Care  CR 
3rd Tues 9:30 am, Shared Ministry  CR 
3rd Wed 6:30 pm, Justice and Witness CR 
3rd Wed 7:00 pm, Building and Grounds  JR 
3rd Wed 7:00 pm, Finance &  Stewardship  BH 
4th Wed 7:00 pm, Council  CR 
Undecided Faith Development  

 
Are you or your family interested in helping? 

The following jobs are available EVERY WEEK! 
 
1. Usher/Greeters 
2. Sound/Tech Volunteer 
3. Coffee Hour Host 

 
Sign up here!  

http://www.signupgenius.com/

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS/*ANNIVERSARIES 
1 Jann Hill 
1 Doug Hindman 
10 Maxine Bamesberger 
12 Linda James 
13 Judy Sorem Windsor 
16 Miriam Stratton 
22 Katherine Lovrich 
23 Barbara Allan 
26 Kathleen Butts 
27 *Karl Johanson & Bobbie Ryder 
30 Lee Powers 
30 Mary Carloye 



 

 

Updates on Faith Development at CCUCC   & 7 Creative Ways to Pray 

Updates on Faith Development at CCUCC 

This fall at CCUCC, the Faith Development Team took a brave step and chose to separate the education 
hour from the worship hour on Sunday mornings. This may not seem like a big deal to many, but there 
are number of things at risk when deciding something like this: Will people come? Will this cause any-
one to stop coming? How will the integration of more children into worship work for everyone? How will 
we find the volunteers? The reasons for doing something like this are innumerable: interpersonal 
growth opportunities through small class gatherings, greater investment in the spiritual formation of 
our congregation, more opportunities for lay leadership development, opportunity for greater intergen-
erational presence in worship, and greater integration in the life of the church for children and youth. 
Yet, as with any significant change, figuring out the right time to make a change is incredibly important. 
The Faith Development Team chose to lead the congregation in taking that leap this fall. 

From the perspective of program staff, the process has been both challenging and fruitful, but I want to 
share some of my observations of Sunday mornings over the past month or so,  
because, well, I think they are worth sharing! 

• September had inconsistent attendance. October had more. November had the highest attendance. 

• In three months, three adult classes have 
been offered (Environmental Justice, 
Global Warming, + Faith; In This Together 
Film + Dialogue Series; New Members 
Class); our first Teen  Series (What is 
Church?) took place, and included the 
teens interviewing adults from the church; 
Children’s Learning Community has been 
offered weekly using the new Spark Rota-
tion curriculum, including cooking, art, sci-
ence, and creative drama workshops. 

• These classes have been guided, hosted, 
and supported by over a dozen volunteers 
and three staff. 

• On more recent Sundays, adult classes 
have had 5-7 participants, Children’s 
Learning Community has had 4-7 in 
attendance, and Teen Series has had 5-7 
participants. The New Members class 
included about 5 participants, and three 
new members joined the church on 
Sunday, 11/19. 

• Members of the teen class were 
volunteers (ushers, greeters, sound techs) 
for worship on Sunday, 11/19, and many 
young people are showing increased 
interest in becoming active participants in 
worship. 

All of the above things happened within a 
small congregation, in the context of a busy 
fall, and while trying a very new thing! I en-
courage some of you who haven’t attended 
faith development classes to give it a whirl! I 
believe in this stuff. I believe it is the bedrock 
for healthy spiritual communities. Thanks to 
all who have done the work--by volunteering 
and by attending! May this community grow in depth of love and awareness.  



 

 

7 Creative Ways to Pray 

As we prepare for the coming Advent season, there are many more opportunities to be involved, yet I’d 
also like to encourage you to play with your own spiritual practices. Below are 7 Creative Ways to Pray, 
in case, like me, you struggle with the practice of prayer and what that can mean. I hope this list en-
courages you to dabble in this ancient practice. 

1. Anne Lamott says there are three categories of 
prayer: Help, Thanks, Wow. Make containers for 
you home (jars, boxes) with those three labels, 
and throughout the week drop pieces of paper 
into them. One word can say it all. (The teen 
class is trying this!) 

2. Pray the newspaper (or your Google News app). 
As you read through current events, take mo-
ments of pause/silence to acknowledge each 
thing/person/event in the presence of the Di-
vine. 

3. Take a prayer walk. Let your feet do the busy 
work, and simply walk. Notice what you notice. 
Practice gratitude. Allow yourself to be filled. 

4. Make your own prayer flags. One year ago, over 
the holidays, I had all family members, local 
and visiting, draw, write, or decorate squares 
of fabric--as their prayers. We strung them up, 
and for a year (until the twine broke), those 
prayers were offered to the wind. 

5. Practice Visio Divina--sit with a piece of art (an 
icon, a photo, your child’s drawing) and prac-
tice the art of wondering. What could the im-
ages be about? How do the colors make you 
feel? What about the art could be meaningful 
outside the context in which it was made? 
Who/where is God in that piece of art? 

6. Make a prayer collage. Get messy, rip up a 
magazine or two for images, use glue or mark-
ers or anything to combine a bunch of images, 
words, or lines on a page. (Yes, for adults too.) 
You can start with a theme or let the theme 
come in the process. Invite God into your pro-
cess, and see what emerges. 

7. Pray a hymn. Borrow a hymnal or make a copy 
of a meaningful hymn. Post it somewhere visi-
ble. Spend some time with the words. Try med-
itating on a hymn for a whole week! Rewrite the 
words. See what’s there and what it means to 
you outside a church pew! 

 
Peace to you all, 
 
Jessie Twigg-Harris, Program Coordinator  



 

 

THANKS FROM OUR NICARAGUA STUDENTS 

At this special time of year our students want to send their sincere appreciation to all sponsors for 
enabling them to attend college and university. Our support helps to change their lives and that of their 
families and communities.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Secondary 
Students 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

University 
Students 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Learn more about the Nicaragua Scholarship Program at aslafoundation.org  

or by contacting Janet Kendall  janetrkendall@gmail.com 
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WINDOWS INTO CCUCC HISTORY 
by Monique Slipher 
 
This fall of 2017 marks the 
100th anniversary of our 
current church location at 
Campus & Ruby Streets, so it 
seems appropriate to honor 
the occasion with a visit to the 
time when it was first built. 
 
(This article originally ran in the 
November 2010 Communicator, 
and has been slightly revised 
and updated.)  

 

 
     First Congregational Church of Pullman – Newly built (3rd) church, 1917 

We’ll continue our year-long peek into the colorful history of Community Congregational United Church 
of Christ, leading up to our 125th anniversary in 2011, with the big move up in 1917 to a newly built 
church at a new location.  Like any major transition, this one was not without its ups and downs. 
 

Under Rev. Harrison’s lead-
ership, seventy-five 
congregation members 
together donated $5000 to 
purchase a lot on the corner 
of Ruby and Montgomery 
(now Campus) Streets, and 
construction commenced in 
June 1917.  Usable lumber 
from the original church (at 
High and Paradise streets.) 
was incorporated, along with 
the old pews, and the dedi-
cation took place on a lovely 
September day, with the first 
services held in the base-
ment.  In the end a $1000 

loan was requested from the Building Society, which commented on the plain little bungalow-style 
building, “It has no ecclesiastical look, but we will grant the loan.”  A shipment of old “opera” seats from 
the defunct movie theater in Malden (at the very north edge of Whitman County) arrived and once in-
stalled, allowed church-goers to at last move upstairs into a real sanctuary.  Former theater seats must 
have felt appropriate, as the oiled wooden floor “sloped toward the front like a theater”, according to 
Leonard Young, a former church historian and long-time member. 
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That first sanctuary occupied what is now the Brewster Room, with the main entrance at the northeast 
corner of the building (now the office entrance), and the minister’s study in what is now Reverend Van 
Kuiken’s office.  Young describes a wall with three large frosted glass windows separating the sanctuary 
from the Fireplace Room; the windows could be lowered to allow an overflow crowd to participate in 
the service.  There were aisles on the sides and at the center, with the altar located at the west end of 
the room. 

The basement level, with only a cement floor, held the Fellowship Hall and the Sunday School class-
rooms.  Decades later, Dennie Cass remembered, “… it was a way of life to keep on galoshes (Sunday 
mornings) at Sunday School as insulation against cold floors…and insurance toward flooding conditions 
in the Kindergarten rooms (now occupied by the Thrift Shop).  There were late winter mornings when 
the bucket brigade was in great demand and it got to be a game: Who had the deepest water level?” 

His big dream now accomplished after eight years on the job, and with World War I well underway, Rev. 
Harrison decided to move on to serve with the YMCA overseas.  As Otho recalled, “One Sunday morning 
he gave his farewell sermon to a tear-drizzling audience.  Soon he was overseas wearing a tin hat and 
carrying a gas mask.”  Charles Norman Curtis, a Baptist, became our next minister.  On his first tour of his 
new church facilities, his guide showed him the still unfinished baptistery under a section of the floor—a 
5 by 5 by 3-feet deep pit to the right of the pulpit.  Rev. Curtis’ reaction?  “If I ever got a convert sub-
merged in that hole I would drown him just out of spite!”  It’s still unknown whether he ever did perform 
any baptisms there… 
 
Rev. Curtis left his own enduring mark on the congregation and the community.  He phased out the 
Young People’s Society, substituting a Sunday evening Adult Forum that flourished for many years.  He 
did not neglect the youth however, and was instrumental in organizing the first Boy Scout troop in Pull-
man.  (Troop 450 continued to be sponsored by our church at least through 1978.)  The 1918 influenza 
epidemic hit Pullman hard, and the Federated church (along with the Episcopal) temporarily trans-
formed into a field hospital, where some of the many stricken students could be attended to. 
 
According to Otho West, a lifelong church member, Rev. Curtis “stressed the social gospel, then quite 
new to Pullman”.  When the war ended, news of the Bolshevik revolution apparently inspired him. As 
Otho later related: “One Sunday Mr. Curtis made this disastrous remark in his morning sermon, ‘If Russia 
has something in their new government that is commendable we should copy it’.  Some eyebrows were 
lifted to the point some members left the church.”  Hard financial times hit the church at that time also, 
like the country in general, and Rev. Curtis eventually resigned to follow his passion for scouting, be-
coming a Boy Scout executive over in Thurston County. 
 
The Federated Church rolled on successfully however, through a couple more decades and several 
more ministers, right up to World War II.  As the Church Committee had urged in a letter to the congre-
gants back in 1918 while awaiting Curtis’ arrival, “With the new building completed and furnished, a new 
inspiration and impetus should be given our work.  Having put our hand to the plow, let us go forward 
with a renewed spirit for service to this community and the world.” 
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Church Staff 

 

Steve Van Kuiken, Minister  steve@pullmanucc.org 
Jessie Twigg-Harris, Program Coordinator jessie@pullmanucc.org 
Kathy Spencer, Organ/Piano khspencer44@gmail.com 

Michelle Mason, Administrative Assistant office@pullmanucc.org 
 

 

2017 Church Council 

Officers:  Moderator, Mike McCollough; Moderator-Elect, Herb Hill; Treasurer, Lee 
Bamesberger; Clerk, Kym Dye; Finance and Stewardship, Sandy Evenson; Building and 
Grounds, Asa Clark; Faith Development, Carol Spuring; Congregational Life, Lynn 
McCollough; Congregational Care, Beth Waddel; Shared Ministry, Tricia Grantham; Justice 
and Witness, Mary Carloye 


