
 

 

Communicator 
 
What does “Congregational” mean? 
 
In the 16th century, some churches separated from the Church of England, calling themselves 
Congregational Churches.  They asserted that the basic authority and governance of the church was not 
in bishops, synods and councils but congregations.  They claimed that each congregation is autonomous 
and free from all external constraint. 

 
A common misunderstanding of 
congregational organization is that it 
implies “pure democracy,” that 
everyone votes on everything.  Neither 
does it mean no rules, authority or 
structure, that everyone simply does 
their own thing.  Rather, the word, 
“autonomy,” simply means “self-rule.”  
So congregational churches have 
rules, structures and delegated 
authority that the congregation 
decides.  For example, the pastor and 
council are granted certain kinds of 
authority by the congregation. 
 
In the 17th century, the Pilgrims and 
Puritans established churches in the 
American colonies, and these later 
developed into the denomination, 
Congregational Church.  Our 

congregation here in Pullman began as First Congregational Church in 1886 and was part of this larger 
denomination.  The name changed to the Federated Church in 1913 (multiple denominational affiliations) 
and Community Congregational Church in 1937.  It maintained its affiliation with the Congregational 
denomination until the 1960’s when it joined the United Church of Christ, a new denomination.  While 
almost all Congregational churches decided to take this step, it was not an easy one.  And so, according 
to our church history, “as a compromise, the word, ‘Congregational’ was retained in the name.”  
 
And so, there is “congregational,” the form of organization, and “Congregational,” the denominational 
affiliation.  In our church name the word, “Congregational” no longer indicates a denominational affiliation 
the way it did for much of this church’s history.  It’s kind of an historical marker of a past affiliation.  One 
could say that we are “congregational” in the church government or polity sense.  But then, so are many 
other churches: Baptist, Unitarian Universalists, Quaker and most non-denominational churches. 
 
Peace, 
 
Steve 

January 2018 
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Covenantal Restoration, A Film/Discussion series 
on Faith + Race. Adult Faith Development Class. 
Sundays at 9:15 am, January 21-March 25. 
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Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras) Pancake Supper + 
Open Mic Tuesday, February 13th at 6:00pm. 
 
Shrove Tuesday February 13 

Ash Wednesday February 14 

Lent   February 14 - March 29 

Holy Week  March 25 through March 31 

Palm Sunday  March 25 

Maundy Thursday March 29 

Good Friday  March 30 

Holy Saturday March 31 

Easter   April 1 
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Candlelight Services, Christmas Eve 2017 

 
Editor’s Note- in our last issue we left out the names of 
one of our new members, Suzanne Kopan Sakwa. 
Welcome Suzanne! 

 

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS IN LENT—On 
Wednesday mornings (at 10:00 AM) in Lent 
(2/14—3/21), we invite you to join us for a time of 
reflection, dialogue and coffee. We’ll use Richard 
Rohr’s book of Lenten meditations. Meet in the 
Fireside Room. 
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JUSTICE AND WITNESS REPORT 
Justice and Witness Team’s traditional emphasis on poverty relief means continued work in 2018 to 
support Family Promise, Meals on Wheels, Weekend Snack Pantry for schools, Thrift Shop vouchers, 
and the Food Bank.   In addition, a focus of education on sexual health for teens and prevention of 
sexual violence will support the Teen Council meetings and meals in our church, provision of refresh-
ments for the UI series on “Stopping Sexploitation” at the Campus Christian Center, and support for the 
Pride March and Festival in the summer.  We also work to address social justice needs through political 
action as we are able when they arise. 

Plan now to attend the 5-week series “Stopping Sexploitation” on Tuesdays at the UI Campus Christian 
Center beginning on January 30.   See the article elsewhere in this Communicator. 

We will develop a food drive for specific items needed for the Weekend Snack Pantry later in the 
spring.  This program provides a lunch bag of healthful snacks for children in low-income families to 
take home on weekends.  They were also able to provide them for winter break.  The program is ex-
panding to include Lincoln Middle School as well as Jefferson and Franklin Elementary Schools. 

At our January Team meeting, we took an overview of our calendar year of activities.  It includes dates 
for some of the above programs and the special offerings for One Great Hour of Sharing, Neighbors in 
Need, and the UCC Christmas Fund, which also address poverty.  In addition, we provide environmental 
cleanup through the Adopt-a-Highway program.   The Thrift Shop also welcomes volunteers to sort  
donations and work in the Shop.  Come to the Shop on Mondays 7-9 p.m. or Tuesdays 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
to help behind the scenes.  Training sessions for sales volunteers will be available in February.  Contact 
Nancy Mack for details and make new friends through this valuable outreach. 

Be alert for opportunities to serve our neighbors through these programs. 

Recognition of our CCUCC location leads us to an interest in the College Hill Association.  Bobbie Ryder 
is our liaison with that group.  She will keep us informed of CHA activities and needs, and we will ex-
plore ways to assist its efforts to create a safe and civilized environment for this campus neighborhood. 

At the request of Thrift Shop chair Nancy Mack, a short-term task force will be formed to assess the 
future of the Shop and its relationship to the church and make recommendations. 

Anyone is welcome to join the Justice and Witness Team, or to attend any meetings.  Contact the Team 
chair for meeting times. 

Mary Carloye, Chair 

 
“Stopping Sexploitation” Speaker Series at UI 

Education on one of the key social justice issues of 
recent times is available through a 5-week series, 
“Stopping Sexploitation”, at the University of Idaho 
Campus Christian Center on Tuesdays begin-
ning January 30.  A snack supper at 5:30 p.m. will 
be followed by the program and discussion from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Sales of recycled jewelry before 
and after the program will benefit Alternatives to 
Violence of the Palouse and Campus Christian 
Center for raising anti-sexploitation awareness. 

January 30   “The Social Construction of Gender 
Roles”  Lysa Salsbury, UI Women’s Center 
 
February 6    “Recognizing and Preventing Sexual 
Violence”  Emilie McClarnan, Coordinator of Vio-
lence Prevention Programs, UI 

February 13    “Sexual Cyber Abuse”   Vaness Cor-
win, Sexual Assault Prevention Educator, ATVP 

February 20    “Pornography Destroys Relation-
ships”   Moscow Police Department (tentative) 

February 27    “Sex Trafficking”   Rev. Dawn 
Beamish, PhD, Campus Christian Center 
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Family Promise Week –
 February 4-11. 
We still need volun-
teers for Saturday 
evening, February 11 as 
Evening Hosts (5:30-
8:30 pm) and Sunday 

morning, February 12 (7:15 am- 8:30 am) for clean-
up and moving beds.  Set-up is after church on 
Feb 4th and laundry will be in the Narthex the 
12th. Contact Sue sueschell@roadrunner.com 

 

Our church is scheduled 
to deliver Pullman's Meals 
on Wheels daily February 
15-28, 2018.  Please con-
sider signing up at least 
once if you can drive, 
handle some bulky meal 
items, take some stairs 
and have a warm smile as 
you ring the client's bell and say "Meals on 
Wheels."  It's easy and rewarding to help house-
bound seniors receive a hot meal every day in 
their homes. Sign up online at 
www.signupgenius.com. 
Look for "Meals on Wheels for Seniors Feb. 15-
28."  Each volunteer over 18 must complete two 
forms, if you have not done this within the past 2 
years.  When you sign up, you will be notified 
about the forms needed. 

The job requires picking up the hot meals for one 
route (one or two people can do this) at Bishop 
Place kitchen by 11:20 a.m.  The route takes about 
an hour.  Return the used dishware & containers 
to Bishop Place, and you're done!  
Questions? Nancy Mack nancymack99@gmail.com  

Thank you for helping us keep our commitment to 
serve those in need.  
 
THRIFT SHOP NEEDS VOLUNTEERS- We need 
more sorters, sellers, schedulers, and cleaners. 
Non-church members are welcome. Nancy Mack 
will lead an orientation session (attend one only) 
on these two dates Sundays, Feb. 4 and Feb. 
11 in the Fireside Room at 11:45 a.m. following the 
service. Even if you're just thinking about helping, 
or want to know how the shop works, please 
come to a brief orientation. You will hear about 
the fun opportunities and what's involved. If you 
are unavailable on those dates, contact 
Nancy nancymack99@gmail.com.  

BISHOP PLACE 
HYMN SING  
February 4th at 
3:00 p.m. 
 
March 4th at 
3:00pm 

 
 
LOW IMPACT AEROBICS  Resumes normal 
schedule, every Tuesday and Thursday at 4:00 
p.m. 
 
COFFEE AT MORO Every Thursday at 10:30 am 
Café Moro in Pullman  Connect with friends. 

 

Mark your calendars- 
March 25th and April 22 

 

 

 

Team Meetings:            
2nd Tuesdays 9:30 am, Shared Ministry 
2nd Tuesdays 7:00 pm, Communications 
2nd Tuesdays 7:00 pm, Congregational Life 
2nd Wednesdays 12:00 pm, Congregational Care 
2nd Wednesdays 7:00 pm, Finance/Stewardship 
3rd Tuesdays 7:00 pm Faith Development 
3rd Wednesdays 6:30 pm, Justice and Witness 
3rd Wednesdays 7:00 pm, Building and Grounds 
4th Wednesdays 7:00 pm, Council 
 
 

 

 
Are you or your family interested in helping? 

The following jobs are available EVERY WEEK! 
 
1. Usher/Greeters 
2. Sound/Tech Volunteer 
3. Coffee Hour Host 

 
Sign up here!  

http://www.signupgenius.com/

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
2 Monique Slipher 
3 Corey Johnson 
4 Monica Johnson 
12 James Holstad 
12 Chip Laird 
19 Quinn Johnson 
19 Charlene Toews 

mailto:nancymack99@gmail.com


 

 

 
NEWS FROM THE CCUCC PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

 
Greetings CCUCC Members & Friends! 
 
When it comes to being on staff at a church, there are many creative, fun, social, and even exciting 
parts of the job. There are, however, parts that are less glamorous. I congratulate YOU all on recently 
passing the updated bylaws and approving the budget for 2018. Attending congregational meetings 
and voting are the less-than-glamorous parts of your job, as members of this faith community, yet by 
doing these things, we enable the living body of the church to grow, change, and act. 
 
Two things I’m working on right now behind the scenes are: a new church website and improving our 
presence on social media. We have some exciting new collaboration happening on how to improve our 
outreach in this community--letting people know who we are and what we have to offer. One of the 
necessary tasks for is inviting members/active participants at CCUCC to fill out an image release form. 
With the host of communications options available to us (website, social media, print, etc.), this allows 
us permission to use photographs that may include you and your family members. 
 
The image release form will be available to you in all kinds of ways—in the narthex, in the office, via 
email, etc. Please take the time to fill out the form and return it to us. 
 
Here are some other ideas for helping us increase our church vitality and for spreading the word in our 
community about who we are and what we do… 
• “Like” Community Congregational United Church of Christ on Facebook 
• Share CCUCC events and posts on Facebook. 
• Invite a friend (or stranger) to an event or worship service. 
• Join a CCUCC team and find out ways you can be more involved. 
• Take the time to introduce yourself to someone at church you haven’t met yet. 
• Share your ideas with staff and teams. 
• Attend an “extra-curricular” church event. 
 
Here is a list of a few upcoming opportunities at CCUCC! 
 
• Learning Community for Children every Sunday! Children are invited to come early (9:00 AM) for ac-
tive play-time; Learning Community class starts at 9:15 AM. Teachers use stories and creative work-
shops for faith exploration. 
 
• Adult Faith Development Class--Covenantal Restoration: A Series on Faith + Race, Sundays through 
3/25, 9:15 AM. 
 
• Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras) Pancake Supper + Open Mic--Tues, 2/13, 6:00-8:00 PM. Sign up outside 
Jessie’s office! 
 
• Lenten Reflection--Wednesday mornings in Lent (2/14-3/21) 10:00 AM. Coffee, Richard Rohr medi-
tation, and dialogue. 
 
March Teen Series: Exploring Other Faith Traditions--3/11 + 3/18 + 3/25 @ 9:15 AM. We will look at ways 
we can cultivate interfaith understanding and become agents of peace. 
 
Wishing you all deep peace, 
 
Jessie Twigg-Harris 
CCUCC Program Coordinator 
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NICARAGUA STUDENTS The 2017 School Year 

Schools in Nicaragua begin in February and finish in 
December.  This year 109 students received scholarships 
through the Asla Foundation.  A total of 32 have been in 
high school this year (called “college” in Nicaragua) and 
six are graduating this month; most are planning to 
continue on to university. Seventy-eight students have 
been enrolled in universities, and eight will graduate this 
semester with their titles.  (Titles are similar to diplomas 
in the US and are associated with a thesis defense; most 
students must pay their teachers a significant fee to help 
them prepare for their defense and title.) 
 
We’ve included several photos. The first is of the 
Nicaragua program administrators, Nola and Elisa, who 
work directly with the students and schools. They are 
with Jess, who coordinates the program from San 
Francisco. 

The second is of two students 
walking home so you can see 
the countryside. The third is a 
school bus, used as a public 
bus for community members 
and students, with passengers 
riding on top!  And the fourth is 
a typical student home. 
 
We wish to express our 
gratitude for the students 
whose lives you are so 
positively impacting.  Your 
support means a great deal to 
them, their families, and their 
communities. 

 

Learn more about the Nicaragua Scholarship Program at aslafoundation.org  or by contacting Janet Kendall  janetrkendall@gmail.com 
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Church Staff 

 

Steve Van Kuiken, Minister  steve@pullmanucc.org 
Jessie Twigg-Harris, Program Coordinator jessie@pullmanucc.org 
Kathy Spencer, Organ/Piano khspencer44@gmail.com 

Michelle Mason, Administrative Assistant office@pullmanucc.org 
Maarika Vercamer, Choir Director maarika.v17@gmail.com 
Berta Niyazova, Childcare/Teacher 

 
 

 

2017 Church Council 

Officers:  Moderator, Mike McCollough; Moderator-Elect, Herb Hill; Treasurer, Lee 
Bamesberger; Clerk, Kym Dye; Finance and Stewardship, Sandy Evenson; Building and 
Grounds, Asa Clark; Faith Development, Carol Spuring; Congregational Life, Lynn 
McCollough; Congregational Care, Beth Waddel; Shared Ministry, Tricia Grantham; Justice 
and Witness, Mary Carloye 


