
 

 

PARTICIPATING IN RESURRECTION 
 
In the Christian tradition we do not deny the power of evil, death and destruction.  As the apostle Paul 
wrote, “we wrestle not against mere flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”  
Sometimes these forces seem so strong that we struggle to find hope. 
 
The Jesus myth conveys a truth that in spite of the overwhelming darkness, a flickering light shines 
that cannot be extinguished, that we can be raised up and liberated from the powers of death and 
destruction not just at the end of our lives, but right here and right now.  There is a movement that 
resists injustice, oppression, violence and death.  It is a movement for life, wholeness and love.  And 
we can be part of this movement that can never be overcome.   
 
Jesus embodied this movement.  Jesus was raised up long before he died.  His life demonstrated a 
raised-up quality.  And he bids us to be a resurrected people.  Joanne Carlson Brown and Rebecca 
Parker wrote: 
 

Resurrection is radical courage.  Resurrection means that death is overcome in those precise 
instances when human beings choose life, refusing the threat of death.  Jesus claimed out of 
the grave in the Garden of Gethsemane when he refused to abandon his commitment to the 
truth even through his enemies threatened him with death.  On Good Friday, the Resurrected 
One was crucified. 

 
Properly understood, resurrection is not for the faint of heart; it involves courage and responsibility.  
One of my favorite quotes is from Annie Dillard who wrote about her upbringing in a church: 
 

On the whole, I do not find Christians, outside of the catacombs, sufficiently sensible of 
conditions. Does anyone have the foggiest idea what sort of power we so blithely invoke? Or, 
as I suspect, does no one believe a word of it? The churches are children playing on the floor 
with their chemistry sets, mixing up a batch of TNT to kill a Sunday morning. It is madness to 
wear ladies’ straw hats and velvet hats to church; we should all be wearing crash helmets. 
Ushers should issue life preservers and signal flares; they should lash us to our pews. For the 
sleeping god may wake someday and take offense, or the waking god may draw us out to 
where we can never return. 
 

Friends, let us be raised up with Christ, if we dare. 
 
Happy Easter! 
 
Steve Van Kuiken 

The Communicator   April 2018 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS & 
  *ANNIVERSARIES 
 
19 Beth Waddel 
29 *Carl and Ginny Hauser  

Maundy Thursday Meal 
March 29th at 6:00 pm 
 
Easter Breakfast 9:15am 
April 1st 
 
Easter Services 10:30 am 
April 1st 
 
New Members Class 
3 Weeks, Sundays at 9:15am 
April 15, 22, 29 
 
April 
22 
Earth 
Day 

Tuesday  April 10 

Tuesday  April 10 

Wednesday  April 11 

Wednesday  April 11 

Tuesday  April 17 

Tuesday  April 17 

Wednesday  April 18 

Wednesday  April 18 

Wednesday  April 25 

 7:00 pm Com. Com. 

 7:00 pm Cong. Life 

12:00 pm Cong. Care 

 7:00 pm Just./Witness 

 9:30 am Shared Min. 

 7:00 pm Faith Devel. 

 7:00 pm Build/Ground 

 7:00 pm Stew/Finance 

 7:00 pm Council 

Visit the Online Calendar for all 
the latest happenings at 
CCUCC! 
  pullmanucc.org/calendar/ 

file:///L:/Users/CCUCC Office/Documents/Anjuli
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JUSTICE AND WITNESS REPORT 
 

We at CCUCC will have an exciting opportunity to support a new food program to fight hunger in 
Pullman’s public schools. 
 
How You Can Help:   On Sundays April 15 and 22, you may bring any of these specific items to church for 
this program.  (You may write a designated check to CCUCC, memo Weekend Pantry, if you prefer.) 

• Be sure to check Expiration Dates, no earlier than September 2018. 

• Single serve items suitable to fit into lunch bags are the right size. 

• Granola bars (check ingredients, avoid high sugar) 

• Single serve boxes of crackers, prefer whole-grain 

• Single serve pkgs. of nuts, applesauce, fruits 

• String cheese 
 

The Pullman Schools Pantry program is a PTA-led, 
volunteer run, supplemental food program 
designed to support the health of Pullman 
families in need.   Our program sends home bags 
of nutritious food for weekends and school breaks 
for children within the Pullman Schools who are 
dealing with food insecurity.   We know that 
hunger negatively impacts the ability to learn; our 
goal is to fill bellies with healthy food so that 
children can focus on learning and can thrive.  
 
Begun at Jefferson School, the program launched 
at Franklin soon after by our own Kirstin Lightfoot, then at Lincoln Middle School and just now at 
Pullman High School.  Numbers of children currently served: Jefferson, 106; Franklin, 54, Lincoln 29, and 
likely about 30 at PHS. This program recently won the 2018 Governor’s Award for Volunteer Service 
Programs! 
 
- from the CCUCC Justice and Witness Team 

 

The Thrift Shop Task Force discovered an interesting fact...the shop is not a 
501-C3 nonprofit organization in the State of Washington.  It is an "Association" 
with a business license and pays state sales tax.  Many of us have been under 
the impression that the Thrift Shop was a bonafide nonprofit under the church's 
501C3, but since it is not, we can no longer offer receipts for donated 
goods.  We'd love your goods anyway, for recycling and helping others.  And 
right now, we are low on donations.  So please decide what you can live with-

out, that's in good condition, and donate all but furniture in the small house outside on the corner of Ru-
by and Campus.  You may also bring your items to church on Sunday and place them outside the Thrift 
Shop door downstairs.  Many thanks to all who donate. 
 
We still need more volunteers to work in the Shop.  We welcome anyone who can fairly consistently 
commit volunteer hours to the Thrift Shop.  There are important jobs that will take just 2 hours a week 
or 4 hours a month, and it's not just for women!  We love our male helpers too.  See or contact Nancy 
Mack if you're interested, 509-332-6252 or nancymack99@gmail.com.  

tel:(509)%20332-6252
mailto:nancymack99@gmail.com
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MEALS ON WHEELS - CAN 
YOU HELP WITH THIS? 
Nancy Mack has been 
coordinating our church's 
dates to deliver Meals on 
Wheels for several years 
and wishes to find a 
replacement.  If you can 
learn to use the 
simple www.signupgenius.com website and 
announce the dates via email, Nancy would like to 
hear from you.  The computer work needs to 
occur in mid-January and mid-May each year.  It 
also helps if you are in town during our assigned 
weeks for delivering the meals, but it's not 
crucial.  Our Meals on Wheels weeks are the last 2 
weeks of February and the last 2 weeks of June 
plus the first week of July.  Email Nancy Mack 
at nancymack99@gmail.com 

 
APRIL 14-15 PALOUSE PATCHERS QUILT SHOW 
"SPRING FANTASY"-For a family and community 
fun time, plan to come see a fabulous display of 
locally made quilts on Saturday, April 14 from 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. or on Sunday, April 15 from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Latah County Fair-
grounds Extension building.  The quilt guild Pa-
louse Patchers has held this event for 38 
years.  See over 200 quilts, the results of two 
quilters' challenges, and try your luck to win a 
gorgeous queen size quilt.  Free punch and 
homemade cookies.  The entrance fee is $5/
person, or $3 for seniors over 65 and children un-
der 10.  www.palousepatchers.org for more infor-
mation. 

 
COFFEE AT 
MORO Every 
Thursday at 
10:30 am 
Café Moro in 
Pullman 
 

 

 
BISHOP 
PLACE 
HYMN SING  
 
April 1st at 
3:00pm 

TEEN COUNCIL OPEN HOUSE - APRIL 24, 6:00-
7:30 P.M.- The program for high schoolers 
learning to teach and mentor others on sexual 
relationships and health meets every Tuesday in 
our church's Fireside Room.  A trainer, Vanessa 
Corwin, from Alternatives to Violence on the 
Palouse teaches the classes.  There are several 
openings for volunteers who wish to support this 
program and provide a simple meal for 12 
people.  Go to www.signupgenius.com to select a 
date to bring a meal in April.  If you cannot find 
the sign up, try this:  
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a0e44a8ad2ca57-meals1 

For anyone interested, there will be an Open 
House from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall to 
observe a class in action.  Come for any or all of it 
to be amazed at the curriculum, the instruction, 
and the talented students.  

 

2018 N-SID-SEN CAMP SCHEDULE-The Faith De-
velopment team encourages you to check out 
the camp schedule and consider 
signing up for camp this year! http://n-sid-
sen.org and click on Events to see what might 
work for you. There are camps for all ages, in-
cluding children, families, and adults. The camp 
experience is a very important part of our faith 
development here at CCUCC and we really en-
courage everyone to go. To that end, we are 
committed to offering scholarships to help 
people attend camp. Don't be shy! 
To inquire about scholarships, please email 
Jessie at jessie@pullmanucc.org. 

 

Mark your calendars- 
Adopt A Highway 
April 22, and May 20. 
Meet at CCUCC 
at 1:00pm 

 
Are you or your family interested in helping? 

The following jobs are available EVERY WEEK! 
 
1. Usher/Greeters 
2. Sound/Tech Volunteer 
3. Coffee Hour Host 

 
Sign up here!  

http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904084eacaa2da75-head 

http://www.signupgenius.com/
mailto:nancymack99@gmail.com
http://www.palousepatchers.org/
http://www.signupgenius.com/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0e44a8ad2ca57-meals1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0e44a8ad2ca57-meals1


 

 

PRACTICING WELCOME WITH COFFEE 

I’ve recently been made aware of some anxiety over the issue of coffee. Specifically, it seems there is concern 
about expectations of who makes the coffee, desire for clarification as to whose job it is, and some anxiety about 
using the coffee machine. I hope to address each concern here, and I’ll even suggest that the issue of coffee is 
actually about much, much more. 

Who Makes the Coffee at Church 

Whenever someone asks me who is supposed to make the coffee on Sundays, my first answer (no matter who is 
asking) is: “You are!” My second answer is: whoever has signed up as coffee hour host that Sunday is responsible 
for making it for coffee hour (which happens after the service). Both answers are true! 

Churches are sometimes infamous for over-systematizing everything, and while staff and committees work to find 
volunteers for every small job, there are always things that need doing that aren’t on a sign-up list. Often folks 
saddle up and do those things anyway. Yay! (That is how community works, and it's a good thing.)  

On a typical Sunday, during the 9:00 AM hour, the choir rehearses and (with the transition to a separate education 
hour this year) a variety of folks come for Learning Community classes. As 10:00 AM approaches, some early birds 
arrive for worship, and we have the lovely development of more people being around to socialize in half hour be-
fore church. And, well, people want their coffee! The thing is, due to being a small congregation, there really is no 
one person whose job it is to come to church early and make the first pot. So (drum roll, please) if you come to 
church early (for Learning Community, choir, or for other reasons), and if the coffee is not yet made when you ar-
rive, consider yourself empowered! You have full permission to make the first pot of java, and with that, you have 
the opportunity to kickstart a morning cycle of welcome. 

Practicing Welcome 

The words “All are welcome” are printed in our bulletin and throughout our publicity. A rainbow flag hangs in the 
narthex window for all to see, a symbol of our commitment to inclusivity. We have a sign in our front gardens de-
claring “No matter where you are from, we’re glad you’re our neighbor.” As staff, we attempt to promote welcome 
and radical hospitality through our program, message, and outreach. And when anyone enters this space 
(whether new or familiar), we have the opportunity to practice what we preach! That is, we get to do the work of 
welcoming all who were invited in. And that is what brings me back to the subject of coffee. 

Why Coffee Matters 

Coffee and/or tea have for centuries and across cultures existed on the threshold of the common and the sacred. 
Many cultures consider it mandatory (socially and spiritually) to offer tea or coffee to stranger or kin, while in their 
home. This can even span socio-economic limitations because coffee and tea are generally inexpensive and ac-
cessible. When I lived in Belize in my 20’s and visited a local Mayan family, I was offered cup after cup of instant 
coffee. The floors of their home were dirt; there was one bed and several hammocks for sleeping. But coffee was 
always served to a guest.  

Whether or not coffee is your personal beverage of choice, it matters because it is one simple way we demon-
strate hospitality to one another. It matters because offering hot coffee is one step beyond simply telling people 
they are welcome. It is not the single or final step, but it matters. 

In a church community no one is solely host and no one is solely guest. We are ALL both host and guest, just as 
Jesus is our host and guest. As we continue to gather weekly--all hosts, all guests--let us practice welcome, rec-
ognizing that making coffee is neither too special nor special enough for any of us. It is simply one way we take 
care of each other, even ourselves, and in doing so, reflect divine gratitude. 

How to Make the Church Coffee 

I admit that I only learned to operate the mega-coffee-machine in the downstairs church kitchen a few months 
ago. Here’s how I learned: I read the sign on the wall, followed the directions, pressed the appropriate button, 
and…wow! That thing's magic! I know, however, that sometimes it’s learning in person is easier, so consider this 
your invitation...I will happily offer private lessons (Sundays or weekdays during my office hours) on operating the 
church coffee machine. If my availability doesn’t work for you, I will arrange a 
lesson from someone else! No judgment. Ten minutes, tops. You’ll be amazed. 

Friends, may all your caffeination dreams come true. Carry on, in love and 
hospitality. (I expect an onslaught of emails and phone calls to schedule coffee-
making lessons!) 
 

In peace, 

Jessie Twigg-Harris, CCUCC Program Coordinator 
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NICARAGUA STUDENTS 

 
Our Nicaragua scholarship students had 
another successful year. In December, the 
end of the 2017 school year, 16 students 
graduated. Seven of them graduated from 
high school and went on to college, and 
nine graduated from college with their 
degrees in education, business 
administration, engineering, and nursing. 
 
A total of one hundred scholarship 
students started back to school this 
February, the month that schools begin in 
Nicaragua. Eighty-five of these students 
are returning scholars; because of 
sponsors’ generosity, we are able to fund 
an additional 15 new students this year.  
Of the 100 students, 72 are attending 
College/University, and 28 are enrolled in 
High School.  
 

 
Nola hosted a 
celebratory get-
together for the 
scholarship 
students in early 
March.  Here are 
a couple of 
photos from the 
event.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn more about the Nicaragua Scholarship Program at aslafoundation.org  or by contacting Janet Kendall  janetrkendall@gmail.com 
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Church Staff 

 

Steve Van Kuiken, Minister  steve@pullmanucc.org 
Jessie Twigg-Harris, Program Coordinator jessie@pullmanucc.org 
Michelle Mason, Office Administrator office@pullmanucc.org 
Kathy Spencer, Organ/Piano khspencer44@gmail.com 

Maarika Vercamer, Choir Director maarika.v.17@gmail.com 
Berta Niyazova, Childcare/Teacher 

 
 

 

2018 Church Council 

Officers:  Moderator, Mike McCollough; Moderator-Elect, Herb Hill; Treasurer, Lee 
Bamesberger; Clerk, Kym Dye; Finance and Stewardship, Sandy Evenson; Building and 
Grounds, Asa Clark; Faith Development, Carol Price; Congregational Life, Lynn McCollough; 
Congregational Care, Beth Waddel; Shared Ministry, Tricia Grantham; Justice and Witness, 
Mary Carloye 

525 NE Campus Street 

Pullman, WA  99163 
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