
 

 

Our Program Coordinator, Jessie Twigg-Harris, 
will be leaving us this Spring.  (Please see her 
letter in this newsletter.)  Personally, I will 
really miss Jessie’s cheerful friendship and 
camaraderie.  We share many views in 
common and have been mutually supportive 
of each other.  And professionally, I will miss 
her gifts and abilities to help organize and 
coordinate the members and volunteers to 
accomplish our ministry here.  In her 14 months 
here, Jessie has contributed greatly to the life 
of this congregation. 
 
While this will, no doubt, mean a little more 
work for all of us, know that Jessie has not 
made this decision lightly.  And I am heartened 
that she is focusing on the well-being of 
herself and her family.  Beginning May 7, she 
will be working reduced hours, and her last day will be Sunday, May 20. 
 
The last word here is 
“gratitude.”  I am 
grateful for Jessie’s 
time with us, and for 
her energy, wisdom 
and leadership.  I’m 
sure that you will all 
join me in wishing 
Jessie, James and 
Fisher many blessings 
and abundance in the 
next part of their 
journey! 
 
Peace, 
 
Steve 
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May Birthdays and *Anniversaries 

12 Guy Worthey 
20 Danielle Buckner 
21 Carol Price 
28 *Corey & Monica Johnson 

Tuesday  May 8 

Tuesday  May 8 

Wednesday  May 9 

Wednesday  May 9 

Tuesday  May 15 

Tuesday  May 15 

Wednesday  May 16 

Wednesday  May 16 

Wednesday  May 23 

 7:00 pm Com. Com. 

 7:00 pm Cong. Life 

12:00 pm Cong. Care 

 7:00 pm Just./Witness 

 9:30 am Shared Min. 

 7:00 pm Faith Devel. 

 7:00 pm Build/Ground 

 7:00 pm Stew/Finance 

 7:00 pm Council 

The Administrator will be away May 14. 
The Church is Closed May 28 in observance of 
Memorial Day. 

 
Visit the Online Calendar for all the 
latest happenings at CCUCC! 
pullmanucc.org/calendar/ 

 

Adopt-A-Highway Volunteers on Earth Day 

Thanks to William Kerr, Michelle Pingree,  
Suzanne Kopan Sakwa, Michael McCollough, 
Katherine Lovrich, Wade Hoiland, and Lynn 

McCollough! They picked up 14 bags of trash and 
five bags of recyclables on US-195! 

View Paradise Creek’s menu at  
http://paradisecreekbrewery.com/menu.html  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
MAY 20th at 12:00pm 

file:///L:/Users/CCUCC Office/Documents/Anjuli
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JUSTICE AND WITNESS REPORT 
 

First and foremost, we call on our CCUCC friends and members to consider being facilitator for one of 
these important outreaches: 

 -the local Pride March and Festival this August  

 - the Meals on Wheels program for next year 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in learning more and making sure we can continue serving the community in these 
ways, contact Mary Carloye, 509-332-9229 or Nancy Mack, 509-592-0072.  These efforts don’t take a lot 
of time, occur just once or twice a year, respectively, and are very rewarding. 
 
Pullman Schools Pantry Program:  Justice and Witness sponsored a food drive within our congregation 
on April 15 and 22.  Counting individual servings represented in the food donated, we brought in 384 
servings, which will go home on weekends & vacations to Pullman school students with food insecurity. 

 
Journey of Hope: On June 10, our building will be used for an overnight stay by riders 
biking from Seattle to Washington, D.C. to raise funds and awareness for the needs 
of people with disabilities. 
 

 

 

 

Declaration for CCUCC as a gun-free zone:  J&W is presenting to our church 
Council a document for approval. 
 
Faith Action Network:  J&W is recommending to Council that CCUCC become a member of this group 
which promotes legislation on social justice issues in the Washington State Legislature. 
 
Thrift Shop:  J&W had convened a task force to document the relationship of the Shop to the church.   
Conclusions: We will maintain the current processes in which the Thrift Shop is run by its own Board 
which handles its own treasury, relates to the church by reporting through the Justice and Witness 
Team.  The task force recommended that the Shop be allowed flexibility in how much it money 
contributes to the church, depending on profits.   The full report is available from the church office or 
J&W Team chair. 
 
Local Food Banks:  We will encourage our members and friends to bring contributions to church on the 
first Sunday of each month. 
 
Rachel’s Food Pantry at WSU:  Common Ministry is organizing a food drive for this Pantry housed in 
Wilson/Short Hall on campus,; CCUCC will help promote it and provide collection space for donations. 
 
Voter Registration:   We will look into ways to increase voter registration, especially on campus, perhaps 
collaborating with other groups. 
 
Resource Sheet:   We will create a sheet of agencies and phone numbers for use by our staff in referring 
people who call with inquiries. 
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FAMILY PROMISE 

Host Week 

May 6-May 13 

 

 

Family Promise volunteers are needed for 
Overnight Hosts Sunday (May 6) and Wednesday 
(May 9) as well as the Evening Hosts Saturday 
(May 12).  Laundry volunteers are needed too. 
Contact Sue Schell sueschell@roadrunner.com.  

 

CAMPERSHIPS are 
available to children/
youth who attend 
CCUCC for summer 
camp at N-Sid-Sen 
Each campership is 
$60.  When register-
ing your child/ren for 
camp, please indicate 
that you are receiving 
sponsorship from 
Community Congre-

gational United Church of Christ, and deduct $60 
from the cost of camp registration for each child 
that will be attending.  N-Sid-Sen will then bill our 
church for the remainder.  These camperships can 
be used not only for youth and child camps, but 
also family camp.  Details regarding camp dates, 
activities, and costs can be found on the N-Sid-
Sen website http://www.n-sid-sen.org/. 

 

COFFEE AT 
MORO Every 
Thursday at 
10:30 am 
Café Moro in 
Pullman 
 

 
 
BISHOP 
PLACE 
HYMN SING  
 
May 6th at 
3:00pm 

MEAL ON WHEELS -  
June 16 – July 8 is your 
chance to deliver 
a noon meal to Pullman 
residents. It only takes 
about an hour or so of 
your time.  Meals are 
picked up at Bishop Place 
kitchen at 11:15am and 
delivered to about 6 clients. One person can do 
the deliveries, but it is fun with a second person. 
Route directions are very clear and two cooler 
sized containers will fit in your car.  We will be 
using the Sign-Up Genius website, beginning 
May 12th, and you can find the Meals on Wheels 
schedule under “Find a Sign Up”.  Please include 
your cell phone number on the sign-up. 
 

Once you have signed up you will receive 
detailed information.  This year ALL volunteers 
must complete the NEW Background Check and 
Confidentiality Statement. Forms are available at 
the church. If two people volunteer, list the 
second name in the comments section and they 
will also need to complete a volunteer form. If 
you have not used Sign-Up Genius before and 
need assistance or have questions about Meals 
on Wheels please contact Sue Schell 
sueschell@roadrunner.com or (509) 432-3767. 
The deadline for sign-ups is June 11th. 
 
 
 

Come by and pick out a 
pretty sweater to go with 
your summer tops.  All 
women's sweaters are 50% 
off during May.  Lots of 
cropped pants and shorts. 
 

Adopt A Highway 
May 20 
Meet at CCUCC 
at 1:00pm 

 

Are you or your family interested in helping? 
The following jobs are available EVERY WEEK! 

 
1. Usher/Greeters 
2. Sound/Tech Volunteer 
3. Coffee Hour Host 

 
Sign up here!  

http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904084eacaa2da75-head 



 

 

GREETINGS CCUCC MEMBERS AND FRIENDS! 

It is with deep gratitude that I’m submitting my last Communicator article as CCUCC Program 
Coordinator. I’ve decided to transition out of church-affiliated professional work at this time, a change 
that I trust is best for me and my family.  
 
It has been an honor to walk with you this past year--to know the children and youth, to have heart-full 
conversations, to be welcomed in the pulpit, and to collaborate on the work of this faith community. I 
hope the space left by my leaving will allow new and wonderful things at CCUCC, and I wish you all the 
best in your lives together. 
 
Church community has become counter-cultural and is challenging in so many ways. There are 
innumerable activities, causes, and competing 
priorities always vying for time and attention. 
Families spend less and less time together in the average week, and when there are days off, it can be 
hard to choose church. Simultaneously, 
consumerism has overtaken society, and we have become accustomed to the expectation that we 
should always get what we want. Churches fall prey to this too by thinking they need to offer as much 
as possible at the lowest “cost” to attract people into the fold. Yet healthy church is neither competitive 
nor low-cost. Truly being part of a faith community means knowing your worth and showing up, being 
intentional and vulnerable, being authentic, sometimes being wrong, being open to each other and 
open to personal transformation. It means seeing and being seen. It requires change and creativity. It 
means knowing you have something to offer (and offering it) and trusting in what others have to offer as 
well. 
 
That is my hope for you--that each of you leans into your faith community so deeply that you allow it to 
change you, and in doing so, you strengthen each other. This is so much more challenging than it 
sounds. I know that. But it is essential. 
 
There is deep heart, strong activism, and great intellect at CCUCC. May you dig into mystery with curi-
osity and huge love. Take good care of each other. 
 
Peace be with you all, 
Jessie Twigg-Harris 
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NICARAGUA STUDENTS 

 
Nola and Elisa, our onsite Nicaragua scholarship coordinators, met with all the scholarship students in 
early March. Here is their description of that meeting. 

 

Bright and early on a Sunday morning in early March, we had the first meeting with the 2018 Nicaragua 
Scholars, the students who are being helped by the Asla Foundation.  We asked to use a classroom in 
an elementary school in Condega. Elisa and I arrived early to prepare and get chairs arranged.  It is 
always great to see the familiar faces of students who have had a scholarship through Asla before and 
the eager faces of the students who are new for 2018.  The room was quite packed by the time they 
arrived. Most have to take a bus so we planned to start the meeting at 9am because the bus from the 
where many of them live (along the river Pire) arrives before that time. We started with a welcome 
activity, asking “trivia questions” about Asla. We threw out suckers to those who answered correctly, 
making everyone laugh and breaking the tension for the new students.   

 

After going over scholarship details, explaining about writing letters, answering their questions, getting 
their phone numbers and other information, and giving them the names of their sponsors, we asked 
them how the scholarships have helped in their lives or how they expect them to help.  Here are a few 
of the answers. 

 

1.  I would not be able to study because I am the 
fourth child in my family and my parents do not 
have the resources for all of us to study. 

 

2.  I am so grateful to be able to go to the high 
school. I owe so much to my sponsor and to 
Asla.  They give me hope. 

 

3.  When Nola gave me an application, I felt so 
happy to maybe have an opportunity to go to the 
university, the first in my family to do so.  And 
when she called to say that I would be able to 
receive help from Asla, I was literally in tears, 
tears of joy.  I am so thankful. 

 

4.  I thank God and Asla and my sponsors every day for giving me the opportunity to study and to better 
my life and that of my family! 

 

5.  I am so happy that Asla was formed to help us. My family is so grateful to Jessica, Elisa and Nola, and 
all of the sponsors for being so kind and generous! 

 
As you can see from these responses, all of you who are helping Asla in one way or another are making 
a huge difference in the lives of these young people in Nicaragua.  Because of your support, we are 
able to provide 99 scholarships this year, 15 of which are first time scholarship recipients. Thank you! 

 
Learn more about the Nicaragua Scholarship Program at aslafoundation.org  or by contacting Janet Kendall  janetrkendall@gmail.com 
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Church Staff 

 

Steve Van Kuiken, Minister  steve@pullmanucc.org 
Jessie Twigg-Harris, Program Coordinator jessie@pullmanucc.org 
Michelle Mason, Office Administrator office@pullmanucc.org 
Kathy Spencer, Organ/Piano khspencer44@gmail.com 

Maarika Vercamer, Choir Director maarika.v.17@gmail.com 
Berta Niyazova, Childcare/Teacher 

 
 

 

2018 Church Council 

Officers:  Moderator, Mike McCollough; Moderator-Elect, Herb Hill; Treasurer, Lee 
Bamesberger; Clerk, Kym Dye; Finance and Stewardship, Sandy Evenson; Building and 
Grounds, Asa Clark; Faith Development, Carol Price; Congregational Life, Lynn McCollough; 
Congregational Care, Beth Waddel; Shared Ministry, Tricia Grantham; Justice and Witness, 
Mary Carloye 

525 NE Campus Street 

Pullman, WA  99163 

 

Return Service Requested 


