
 

 

Stewardship of the Mind 
 
I like to read.  It is one of my favorite aspects of 
my vocation.  But more than that, it is a very 
important part of my work.  I agree with those 
clergy colleagues, particularly my rabbi friends, 
who refer to their “study” instead of their “office.”  
Sadly, reading and study are often neglected by 
other concerns deemed “more pressing.” 
 
So I enjoy being with a congregation that 
appreciates this.  We are within a tradition that 
recognizes the importance of “stewardship of the 
mind.”  Not just once, but several times in our 
Bible we find the command to love God “with all 
of our mind.”  Indeed, a clear understanding of the 
world is a prerequisite to doing justice.  Study, 
with the intention of living our faith, is a sacred 
task not just for ordained leadership but for us all.  
We are all called to think theologically. 
 
Here are a few books that I’ve read recently: 
Democracy in Chains, by Nancy MacLean 
On Tyranny, by Timothy Snyder 
How Democracies Die, by Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt 
The U.S. Immigration Crisis, by Miguel De La Torre 
The Politics of Jesús, by Miguel De La Torre 
Embracing Hopelessness, by Miguel De La Torre 
 
It was the great theologian, Karl Barth, who said that the only way to do theology was “to have the 
Bible in one hand and the newspaper in the other.”  The internet has made it possible to have greater 
access to news, articles and in-depth analyses.  I find it crucial to regularly read good and trusted 
sources on a daily basis.  Knowing how to discern trustworthy sources of information and research is 
a skill that is very important today.  Reliable news is called “fake,” and false, deceptive reporting is 
portrayed as objective.   
 
The continual pursuit of knowledge and understanding is vital for our growth in faith and service to 
God for each of us. 
 
Steve Van Kuiken 
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Wednesday  Oct 3 

Tuesday  Oct 9 

Tuesday  Oct 9 

Wednesday  Oct 10 

Wednesday  Oct 10 

Tuesday  Oct 16 

Tuesday  Oct 16 

Wednesday  Oct 17 

Wednesday Oct 24 

7:00 pm Stew/Finance. 

7:00 pm Comm.Comm. 

7:00 pm Cong. Life 

12:00 pm Cong. Care 

7:00 pm Just/Witness 

9:30 am Shared Ministry 

7:00 pm Faith Develop. 

7:00 pm Build/Grounds 

7:00 pm Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 29th, 12:00 pm at Dissmore’s 
 

Voter Registration CLOSES October 6! 
 

The final Voter Registration Drive is 
Friday, October 5th, 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

Inside the CUB 
More info, contact Nancy Mack 

nancymack99@gmail.com 

Marj Grunewald Memorial 
September 30th at 3:00 pm 

 

Rowena Swan Memorial 
October 6th at 11:00 am 

 
Meditation has resumed on Mondays at noon. 

 

BISHOP PLACE HYMN SING 
October 7 at 3:00pm 

 
Volunteer Opportunities 

Lots of lists needing 
signatures! 

 
Sign up sheets in Narthex, 

details on page 4 

 

Sermon Dialogues will 
resume October 21 at 11:45 am after service. 

CCUCC DECLARED A GUN-FREE ZONE 

Our CCUCC Council has approved the following 
resolution presented by the Justice and Witness 
Team.    

“Declaring its physical premises to be a gun-free 
zone, the Community Congregational United 
Church of Christ believes a gun-free environment 
is best for the safety and the spiritual framework 
for our congregational life and mission.  CCUCC 
supports thoughtful and common sense steps to 
reduce the threat of gun violence within our 
neighborhood, community, and congregation.   
CCUCC does not oppose gun ownership.  Howev-
er, we do believe excluding firearms here assists 
in creating and supporting an environment that 
increases safety for all.   Law enforcement offic-
ers are exempt from this policy.” 

We believe that speaking out and acting against 
the tragedy from the increasing prevalence of 
gun violence in our country can create a more 
welcoming and comfortable environment for all 
who come to CCUCC.  At the same time, reducing 
availability of guns can help increase safety for 
the whole community .  Anyone is welcome to 
offer comments to our minister Steve Van Kuiken, 
J&W chair Mary Carloye, or any member of the 
Team.   

 

Online Calendar pullmanucc.org/calendar/ 
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COFFEE AT MORO 
Every Thursday at 10:30 am 

Café Moro in Pullman 

 
TEEN COUNCIL NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 

for weekly Tuesday meals. Contact Nancy Mack 
nancymack99@gmail.com 

 
Upcoming 

 
November- Stewardship Month 

 
November 11 Stewardship Sunday 

 
Luncheon on 11/11, contact Sandy Evanson to 

volunteer to help with lunch. 

October Birthdays and *Anniversaries 
 

1 Jasmine L. Boehmke 
6 *Michael Dillahunty & Charlene Toews 
6 Thanh Nguyen 
11 Steve Patton 
26 Isabelle Van Kuiken 
28 Alice Kramer 
29 Stephen Holstad 

 
If you would like a birthday or anniversary to be 

added or removed, please let us know! 
office@pullmanucc.org 

FAMILY PROMISE  

October 7-14 

Volunteers Needed! 
 
Contact Sue Schell at 
sueschell@roadrunner.com  

Memorial Reception Volunteers Needed 
for Marj Grunewald’s memorial on 9/30 

sueschell@roadrunner.com or 
mgpeters@frontier.com. 

FOOD BANK FOCUS- First Sundays of the month!  
You may bring your contributions to the box in the 

church entryway, and we will take them to the 
food banks.  Checks welcome, made out to 

CCUCC and noted “Food Banks” in the memo line.  

Game Day Parking – Volunteers are still needed 
for  October 20, November  3, 17 and 23.  If you 
can help, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex or 
contact sueschell@roadrunner.com.   

THRIFT SHOP NEEDS 
VOLUNTEERS 

contact Nancy Mack 
nan-
cymack99@gmail.com 

Luncheon Volunteers for October 14 for the lunch-
eon following De La Torre’s service. We are seek-
ing potluck contributions of salads, chips, fruit and 
desserts. 

Adopt-A-Highway 

October 7, 1:00 pm 

Contact Lynn 
McCollough at 

                                              lmccollough@gmail.com 
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JUSTICE and WITNESS report 
 
The Justice & Witness Team welcomed new member Meredith Arksey at our September meeting. 
We meet on 2nd Wednesday evenings, monthly.   We welcome anyone to attend meetings or join the 
Team. 
 
PRIDE FESTIVAL:  CCUCC had 13 volunteers who marched and/or worked to prepare and staff our 
table at this year’s event in Moscow.  The event was lively and our table was well-received, even 
garnering a small donation by one passerby.  Our contribution of $500 helps Inland Oasis to serve the 
local LGBTQ+ community. Reminder: PFLAG meets the 1st Wednesday of each month, 6:30pm at the 
Unitarian Church in Moscow (420 E 2nd St). 
 
VOTER REGISTRATION:  Nancy Mack is coordinating registration volunteers from CCUCC to help with 
five League of Women Voters booths.  Sign up at church or notify Nancy if you can help on September 
29 at the IGA grocery store or October 5 indoors at the CUB.   
 
GUN-FREE ZONE resolution:  Church Council approved the resolution presented by Justice and Wit-
ness.  We will send out a press release and put “gun-free zone” stickers in our building.   See the 
resolution on page 2 in this Communicator. 
 
ADOPT a HIGHWAY:  Lynn McCollough announced October 7 as our next Highway Cleanup date. 
NEIGHBORS in NEED: This special offering will be taken on October 21. 
NICARAGUAN SCHOLARS:  MaryAnn Boehmke is collecting and sending out current letters from 
sponsors to their scholars. 
 
FAMILY PROMISE:  next hosting dates will be October 7-14.  Volunteers needed. Contact Sue Schell . 
 
THRIFT SHOP:  Vouchers for people in need from this Shop are the most usable, for immediacy and al-
lowable goods, compared to other local thrift shops, Nancy Mack has learned.  More staff is needed 
here. Contact Nancy to volunteer.   The income is holding steady, and books and high-end clothing are 
especially valued. 
 
TEEN COUNCIL:  CCUCC volunteers can provide the weekly meals on Tuesdays for the teens as they 
learn to provide “Peer-led Sex Ed” at Pullman High School.  Notify Nancy Mack and use Signup Genius 
to volunteer. 
 
MEALS on WHEELS: Next stint for CCUCC will the last two 
weeks of February 2019.  We need a coordinator for this im-
portant outreach. 
 
APPRECIATION expressed by The Ability Experience:  We 
received a letter from this group who used our building to 
house 30 cross-country bike riders in June.  They raised 
over $600,000 overall for disability awareness and support, 
nationwide.  
  Ability Experience photo, right 



 

 

NICARAGUA STUDENTS 

 

Nicaragua Independence 
Celebrations 
 
Nicaragua, Guatemala, 
Honduras, El Salvador and 
Costa Rica were provinces of 
Spain until 1821, and all 
celebrate their independence 
on the same date, September 
15. There are celebrations 
during the entire month, and 
throughout Nicaragua people 
hang out the blue and white 
Nicaraguan flag at their houses.   
 
The Central American 
Patrimonial Festivities typically 
begin on Sept. 1 (the place of 

the celebration and exact date vary each year).  Besides officials from the Nicaraguan government, 
ambassadors from the Central American sister republics also participate, as well as hundreds of 
students who walk with their schools’ marching bands. 
 
During this “patrimonial month”, runners carry a burning torch from Guatemala to Costa Rica through all 
5 countries.  On Sept. 11 the torch reaches "Los Manos", at the Nicaraguan border with Honduras, and is 
exchanged between the Ministries of Education of Honduras and Nicaragua in the morning.  The best 
students from schools of each municipality and other important persons carry the torch south along the 
Pan American Highway for about 100 meters each.  The total run is 387 kilometers and involves more 
than 8,000 people.  The next morning, Sept 12, the torch is received by the President or the Minister of 
Education at the National Cultural Palace. Cultural and folkloric events also take place at this time. The 
flag then changes hands between Nicaraguan and Costa Rican Ministers of Education on Sept. 13. 
 
On Sept. 14 the Nicaraguan flag is once more hung out to 
commemorate the anniversary of the Independence of Central 
America and the battle of San Jacinto.  Students parade through 
their towns and many bands play.  The following day, the Act of 
Independence of Central America is read in all state schools as an 
act of commemoration.  In each school students participate in 
folkloric dancing, poems, and singing. 
 
The national flower of Nicaragua is the Sacuanjoche (Plumeria), 
the national tree is the Madrono, and the national bird is the 
Guardabarranco (in the same family as the kingfisher). The 
emblem on the flag is a triangle which signifies equality, the 
rainbow is peace, the red tam means liberty, and the 5 volcanoes 
epxess the union and fraternity of the five Central American 
countries. The 2 blue horizontal stripes  on the top and bottom 
signify the oceans that border the country, and the white between 
them signifies the nation and purity of Nicaragua.  
 

 
More about the Nicaragua Scholarship Program at aslafoundation.org  or email Janet Kendall  janetrkendall@gmail.com 
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Church Staff 

 

Steve Van Kuiken, Minister  steve@pullmanucc.org 
Michelle Mason, Office Administrator office@pullmanucc.org 
Kathy Spencer, Organ/Piano khspencer44@gmail.com 

Maarika Vercamer, Choir Director maarika.v.17@gmail.com 
Berta Niyazova, Childcare/Teacher 

 
 

 

2018 Church Council 

Officers: Moderator, Herb Hill; Moderator-Elect, Tricia Grantham; Treasurer, Lee Bamesberger; 
Clerk, Kym Dye; Finance and Stewardship, Sandy Evenson; Building and Grounds, Asa Clark; 
Faith Development, Jenn Hackman; Congregational Life, Sue Schell; Congregational Care, 

Beth Waddel; Shared Ministry, Charlene Toews; Justice and Witness, Mary Carloye 

525 NE Campus Street 

Pullman, WA  99163 

 

Return Service Requested 


