
 

 

We are living in some scary times.  Our democracy is in peril.  The gulf between the rich 
and the poor is widening.  Our environment is heading toward unsustainable global 
warming.   
 
And to add to this, politicians are stoking the flames of fear to serve their agendas.  They 
are encouraging citizens to fear the media, science, immigrants, Muslims, minorities, the 
poor and common sense gun control.  These exaggerated fears trigger a primitive part 
of the brain which bypasses higher logical functioning.  It is fear that allows a nation to 
use tear gas, irrationally, on innocent families with children who come to our border 
seeking protection from violence in their homelands.  As William Sloane Coffin said, “You 
can’t think straight with a heart full of fear, for fear seeks safety, not truth.  A heart full of 
love, on the other hand, has a limbering effect on the mind.”  
 
This context makes true spiritual community a vital thing.  We seek comfort and solace 
from the daily onslaught.  Church can be the place of a recalibration, an antidote to the 
fear.  We can reorient our focus upon the ultimate reality, which is the unshakable 
source of comfort and courage.  We practice our resistance to our fears. 
 
I think that Richard Rohr sums it up well: The greatest enemy of faith is not doubt; the 
greatest enemy of faith is fear.  Most of the world is controlled by fear, petty and big.  
Petty fears control people; great fears control nations.  We could feed all the people in 
this world if we would stop building arms, but we are afraid.  In the Beatitudes (Sermon 
on the Mount) Jesus said, “Those of you who make peace will be happy.  You will be 
God’s own.”  Yet even Christians are preoccupied with fear and protecting ourselves 
because we don’t believe what Jesus said.  The Sermon on the Mount is an antidote to 
fear.  But we have never seen fear and the crucial issue, only “doubt.”  
 
As we celebrate Advent, anticipating the merging of Divine Wisdom with human activity, 
let’s remember that the first thing that the Messengers tell Mary, the shepherds and 
seekers of the Sacred Presence is, “Be not afraid!”   
 
So it is very important that we are aware of our fears.  Because faith is about not being 
unconsciously controlled by fear.  Wayne Muller once wrote: When we live in fear, we 
focus all our attention on the point of danger and lose our capacity to find any courage, 
security or peace within ourselves.  We become so obsessed by what threatens us that 
the inner strengths of the heart become inaudible.  Perhaps this is why in the Christian 
New Testament, the phrase, “Be not afraid,” is found more than three hundred times. 
 
Wishing you all this deepest and truest gift of Christmas, 
 
Steve 

The Communicator  December 2018 
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7:00 pm Comm.Comm. 

7:00 pm Build/Grounds 

7:00 pm Cong. Life 

12:00 pm Cong. Care 

7:00 pm Just/Witness 

9:30 am Shared Ministry 

7:00 pm Faith Develop. 

7: 00 pm Stew/Finance. 

7:00 pm Council 

Wednesday  Dec 5 

Wednesday  Dec 5 

Tuesday  Dec 11 

Wednesday  Dec 12 

Wednesday  Dec 12 

Tuesday  Dec 18 

Tuesday  Dec 18 

Wednesday Dec 19 

Wednesday Dec 26 

 

Advent 
December 2-December 24 

First Sundays of every month 
Communion, Food Bank Focus, 

Bishop Place Hymn Sing 
December 2 

CONGREGATIONAL HOLIDAY MEAL 
December 16th after service 

Fellowship Hall 

Choral-led Service 
December 9th 

Sermon Dialogues 
Sundays after service, Fireside 

December 2 and 23 

 

View all meetings and updates at the Online Calendar pullmanucc.org/calendar/ 

The church office and the Thrift Shop 
 are both CLOSED 

December 25 & January 1 

December Birthdays and 
*Anniversaries 

 

1 Jann Hill, Doug Hindman 
10 Maxine Bamesberger 
12 Linda James 
13 Judy Sorem Windsor 
16 Miriam Stratton 
22 Katherine Lovrich 
26 Kathleen Butts 
27 *Karl Johanson & Bobbie Ryder 
30 Lee Powers 
30 Mary Carloye 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
Monday December 24th 

7:00 pm 
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CCUCC CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
Sept. 26, 2018 

 

Present: Steve Van Kuiken, Herb Hill, Sue Schell, Tricia Grantham, Lee Bames-
berger, Asa Clark, Mary Carloye, Jenn Hackman, Kym Dye 
 
Herb opened the meeting at 7 pm with a passage from Corinthians and spoke 
of our “evolving faith.” The minutes from the August council meeting were ap-
proved, and the Treasurer’s report was approved as presented. 
 
The Finance and Stewardship team brought forward the fund list with a mo-
tion for the church council to approve with the addition of a friendly amend-
ment. The motion passed. 
 
During Steve’s Pastor’s report, he proposed that he and the Shared Ministry 
Team, working with Faith Development, initiate a search for a new program 
coordinator. They will report to the church council as they progress. A motion 
was made and seconded to approve the proposal, and it passed unanimously. 
Also, the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Palouse of Moscow, asked to use 
our Fellowship Hall and kitchen every other Wednesday for a Pullman out-
reach of their church. Steve proposed that we approve their request, and that 
the cost be determined by the Building and Grounds team. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Jenn presented from the Faith Development team the learning mission trip to 
Arizona. Cassie and Max will lead the trip, it is open to all ages, and the goal of 
the trip is to learn about the plight of the immigrants and effects of US policy. 
It will be during Pullman School District’s spring break, March 30 to April 6, 
2019. Steve asked for a motion from the council to go forward with the mission 
trip. The motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kym Dye, clerk       
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The Faith Development Team is excited to be offering a new Progressive 
Christian curriculum to our elementary age youth.  The curriculum, JL CREATIVE, 
was developed and published by “two theology nerds and church ladies who 
believe faith formation is one of the most important responsibilities of faith 
 communities.”  To that end, their curriculum “facilitates spiritual growth, leads to 
biblical literacy, and encourages curiosity.”  The lessons “strive to be biblically 
responsible, intellectually honest, social justice oriented and spiritually nurtur-
ing.”  Additionally, they “hope to promote ecumenical and interfaith engagement, 
smash the patriarchy, and affirm that we are all made in the image of God.” 
Perhaps you understand why we are excited! The lessons will be offered during 
worship hour,10:30-11:30, in three, six-week sessions throughout the academic 
year, the next is January 13 - February 17.  On the off-session weeks, we encour-
age children to join our worship time.  Childcare is available for little ones. 
Perhaps you might be interested in assisting teaching a session or sessions? 
If so, please contact Jenn Hackman at jennhackman@hotmail.com. 

At our Christmas Eve service, a special offering will be received to support the 
United Church of Christ Christmas Fund.  This fund provides direct financial  aid 
to lower-income retired UCC clergy and lay employees, many of whom rely on 
this supplementation for basic needs, health premiums and medicine.  
Emergency grants and "thank you" gift checks to retire clergy and lay employ-
ees also come from this fund.  We at CCUCC can reach out with kindhearted-
ness and be the church for them to those who have faithfully shepherded our 
Church and who now face unexpected financial needs.  Make checks out to 
CCUCC and designate "Christmas Fund" in the memo. 

Volunteers appreciated for the holiday dinner on December 16th,  
sign up sheet in Narthex.  

We are planning an intergenerational immersion trip to Tucson and the Mexican 
border the week of April 1 with the organization, Borderlinks
(see www.borderlinks.org)  Varying scholarships are available.  The goal is 
experiential learning about the plight of immigrants.  Plans are being finalized.  If 
you are interested in going, contact Jenn Hackman.  

An inclusive Christian church seeks a dynamic half-time Program Coordinator 
with training and experience in leadership development and volunteer 
coordination, together with skills in communication and marketing through 
traditional and current social media. The Program Coordinator will help leaders 
expand Faith Development and Congregational Life programs. This person will 
also help promote the church's progressive Mission and Objectives. 
For more information see pullmanucc.org or contact office@pullmanucc.org. 
Screening of applicants will continue until  position is filled. 
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JUSTICE and WITNESS report 
Our Neighbors in Need offering in October brought in $1127 for the United 
Church of Christ fund that gives grants for social justice work by local 
churches across the U.S. 
 
Our recent Adopt-a-Highway cleanup work day yielded 18 bags of garbage 
and 3 bags of recyclables, collected by 9 volunteers from CCUCC. 
 
Our church hosted a presentation by Crimson Group at WSU for faith groups 
interested in providing temporary safe space for undocumented immigrants .  
Our Council approved a resolution approving use of our building in this way. 
 
The Thrift Shop Board has designated this year's recipients of grants for local 
charitable organizations:  $500 each to Pullman Child Welfare, Community 
Action Center, Alternatives to Violence, and Family Promise of the Palouse. 
 
CCUCC is participating in the Christmas giving tree program 
of Pullman Child Welfare.  You may take a tag designating a 
gift from the tree in our church entryway, buy the gift, and 
bring it to the tree unwrapped by December 10.  This highly 
successful program brightens the holidays for hundreds of 
local families in need. 

Volunteer opportunities: 

• Pullman Schools Pantry welcomes help in filling snack bags for families 
needing them for weekends and holidays.  Contact Kirstin Lightfoot, 
(509) 432-5322 or kirstinlightfoot@yahoo.com. 

• Teen Council, a peer-led sex-ed program which trains teenagers to teach 
others about sexual health, meets every Tuesday evening at the Planned 
Parenthood office at Gladish Center.  To provide a light meal for the group 
of 12, contact Nancy Mack at (509) 592-0072 or sign up at the Action Table. 

• Pullman Warming Center to be opened in cold weather to homeless peo-
ple. from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. will be offered in the newly-acquired building for 
the future City Hall.  The program is under development and will need at 
least two volunteers for oversight each night that it is open. Information on 
details is available on the Action Table in our church entryway. 

Thanks to Wanda Terry for volunteering to facilitate our CCUCC participation 
in local Meals on Wheels delivery which begins next February 15-28. 



 

 

 

 

 

NICARAGUA STUDENTS 

My name is Abel Enrique Roque.  I have 
been fortunate enough to have had a 
scholarship through Asla for the past four 
years. I am 28 years old, the youngest of 
seven children, and am from a small 
community 17 km outside of Condega 
called Peñasco, about an hour from 
Condega by bus. I went to primary school 
in Peñasco and high school in 
Condega.  Many people thought I would 
not go on to high school or university 
because I was born with one leg shorter 
than the other which led to some bullying 
by other kids, but I have persevered to 
have a career and help others. My parents 
divorced when I was one year old. My 
mother worked hard for all of us so 
having the scholarship from Asla was very 
important to our family.  

I studied nursing at Juana Maria University in La Trinidad, about an hour and a 
half from Condega, and graduated in September 2018. The hospital there 
donated a house where students could stay. For each medical specialization 
we had practicums in various hospitals in the area. I would visit my family every 
8 days. 

I was so happy when I was able to obtain a job here in Condega. We have had 
one main hospital and clinic for many years, but now we also have small clinics 
in different parts of town to help all the people who live in Condega and 
surrounding communities. Each clinic has a doctor and 3 nurses. I work at Ana 
Maria Lopez Clinic and am one of the nurses who takes care of people from 
two neighborhoods and one community.  Usually Mondays and Wednesdays 
people come to the clinic for various health reasons.  Tuesdays and Thursdays 
we go to our assigned neighborhoods and the community to check on people 
who might need to go to the clinic but can’t travel to Condega without 
assistance.  If they need more help they are sent to the main hospital or clinic 
for more follow through. Fridays are usually half a day at our small clinic and 
then we meet at the hospital with supervisors.  I am very lucky because in my 
small clinic there are two boarding rooms so I am able to stay in one; a doctor 
who lives in Esteli or another town can stay in the other. 

My family is very happy that I have a job, and I do love my work. I love helping 
people who need my support. Again, I am so thankful and grateful for the 
opportunity that I was given by my sponsors through Asla.  Thank you so very 
much. May God bless all of you. 

More about the Nicaragua Scholarship 
Program at  aslafoundation.org  
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Church Staff 

 

Steve Van Kuiken, Minister  steve@pullmanucc.org 
Michelle Mason, Office Administrator office@pullmanucc.org 
Kathy Spencer, Organ/Piano khspencer44@gmail.com 

Maarika Vercamer, Choir Director maarika.v.17@gmail.com 
Berta Niyazova, Childcare/Teacher 

 
 

 

2018 Church Council 

Officers: Moderator, Herb Hill; Moderator-Elect, Tricia Grantham; Treasurer, Lee Bamesberger; 
Clerk, Kym Dye; Finance and Stewardship, Sandy Evenson; Building and Grounds, Asa Clark; 
Faith Development, Jenn Hackman; Congregational Life, Sue Schell; Congregational Care, 

Beth Waddel; Shared Ministry, Charlene Toews; Justice and Witness, Mary Carloye 

525 NE Campus Street 

Pullman, WA  99163 
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