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I have been blessed to have had some very powerful mentors in my life.  One of them was my 
former pastor at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Jack Stewart had 
a great mind and was a gifted preacher.  When I was in high school, I would look forward to 
going to church and hearing his sermons.  He was very generous with his time and helped 
shepherd me when I was “under care” during college and seminary.  It didn’t surprise me when 
he later became Professor of Ministry and Evangelism at Princeton Theological Seminary. 
 
I happened to be reading his recent book published in 2015, Envisioning the Congregation, 
Practicing the Gospel.  I found it to be very solid and helpful.  It took awhile, as seminaries 
and publishers do not give out personal information, but I eventually tracked him down.  
He’s now 85 and facing health challenges, but is doing well, living on the same street on 
which I lived growing up!  I told him how much I liked his book and how grateful I was for our 
relationship in my younger years.   
 
He wrote the book as a guide for pastors and lay leaders, and its basic premise is that the 
gospel requires Christian congregations to develop particular, biblically-mandated, time-
honored practices.  “The five essential faithful practices for Christian congregations are 
these: 
• Koinonia, or belonging                                                                                                            

This term us usually translated as “fellowship.”  Its core value is belongingness or 
bonding.  It points to the practices of Christian hospitality in congregations who gladly 
accept and embrace those who are “other.” It is at deep odds with the mental model that 
idolized exclusiveness and homogeneity in American communities. 

• Mathetes, or discipling                                                                                                            
This term highlights the practices associated with the lifestyle of a disciple of Jesus.  
“Apprentice” is a useful synonym.  Disciples in the New Testament are lifelong learners, 
engaged in lifelong faith formation.  Mathetes implies that Christian congregations are 
meant to be disciple producers.  They are not voluntary organizations content with 
endorsing designer faiths and merely accommodating cravings for socializing.  Not 
surprisingly, the disciplines inherent in mathetes can contradict the American societal 
ideals of individualism and autonomy. 

• Martyria, or witnessing                                                                                                            
This term, martyria, means “witness” or “advocate.”  Our English word “martyr” derives 
from it.  Christian martyr, or testimony, is usually addressed to those outside the 
community of faith.  It, too, is in tension with a pluralistic society that promotes “Don’t ask; 
don’t tell” etiquette codes. 

 

 ...continued on page 2 

The Communicator February 2019 



 

 

525 NE Campus Street, Pullman, WA 99163            509-332-6411           pullmanucc@gmail.com           pullmanucc.org 
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• Diakonia, or serving                                                                                                                 
This term translates into English as “service” or “ministry.”  We derive the word “deacon” from it.  
Diakonia emphasizes those responsibilities expected of Christian communities who are called to 
serve those who are abandoned, hopeless, powerless and hungry.  In sharp contrast to the “new 
consumerism” in American society, the practices of diakonia center a congregation’s ministries 
around acts of compassion and concerted efforts at justice-seeking. 

• Leitourgia, or worshiping                                                                                                           
We get the word, “liturgy” from this New Testament word, which in turn is derived from the Greek 
term for “work” or “service.”  “Liturgy” is the “work of the people”—hence, we hold “worship ser-
vices.”  Authentic worship, centered in Word, sacraments and prayer, is vastly different from the 
mere entertainment sometimes found in religious circles.  The faithful practices of leitourgia in con-
gregations are expected to take place in three venues:  the gathered community, families and indi-
viduals.” 

These five faithful practices, writes Dr. Stewart, are “essential markers” that “identify and define a con-
gregation’s vocation.  But note well,” he continues, these “are expected of every Christian disciple, 
young and old, education or untutored, talented or halting.” 

Peace, 
 
Steve 
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IMMIGRATION IMMERSION TRIP STILL HAS OPENINGS!  
CCUCC Faith Development Team is organizing an immigration immersion 
trip to the Borderlinks facility in Tucson, Arizona for April 2-6. A sample of 
our activities could include learning first-hand about migrants'  
experiences, hearing from leaders who have worked on immigration 
 issues including NAFTA and border security effects, and walking in the 
desert, among other things. 
At this time eleven adults and two children are going on the trip. The limit 
is 30 people. If you are interested participating or want more detail, talk to 
Jenn Hackman or Mary Carloye. Some scholarship money - offered on a 
sliding scale - is available to assist adults, college students and children 
with funding to make the trip possible.  

 

We welcome the new Parenting Classes, 

provided by the UU Church of the Palouse.  
 

Every 1st and 3rd Wednesday at 5:00 pm 

Fellowship Hall 
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First Sundays of every month 
Communion, Food Bank Focus, 

Bishop Place Hymn Sing 
February 3 

 

View all meetings and updates at the Online  
Calendar pullmanucc.org/calendar/ 

February Birthdays 
and *Anniversaries 

 

2 Monique Slipher 
3 Corey Johnson 
4 Monica Johnson 
12 James Holstad 
19 Quinn Johnson 
19 Charlene Toews 
23 Janet Miller  

7:00 pm Comm.Comm. 

7:00 pm Cong. Life 

12:00 pm Cong. Care 

7:00 pm Just/Witness 

9:30 am Shared Ministry 

7:00 pm Faith Develop. 

7: 00 pm Stew/Finance. 

7:00 pm Build/Grounds 

7:00 pm Council 

Tuesday  Feb 12 

Tuesday  Feb 5 

Wednesday  Feb 13 

Wednesday  Feb 13 

Wednesday  Feb 19 

Tuesday  Feb 19 

Wednesday Feb 20 

Wednesday Feb 20 

Wednesday Feb 27 

THRIFT SHOP Board Meeting 
Friday, February 22, 9:30 am 

Family Promise Host Dates for 2019: 

January 13-20 

April 14-21 

July 7-14 

September 29-October 6 

December 29-January 5 

Interested in volunteering? Contact Sue Schell, sueschell@roadrunner.com 

The Faith Development Team is excited to be 
offering a new Progressive Christian curriculum to 
our elementary age youth.  The lessons will be 
offered during worship hour,10:30-11:30, in three, 
six-week sessions throughout the academic year, 
the next is January 13 - February 17.  On the off-
session weeks, we encourage children to join our 
worship time.  Childcare is available for little ones. 
Perhaps you might be interested in assisting 
teaching a session or sessions? If so, please con-
tact Jenn Hackman at jennhackman@hotmail.com. 

Weekly Coffee Fellowship 

Thursdays at 10:30 am 

Café Moro in Pullman 
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The Monday Meditation Group has disbanded.  

ADULT FAITH DEVELOPMENT—Weekday book 
group, Days of Awe and Wonder: How to Be a 
Christian in the 21st Century, Marcus Brog, Tues-
days beginning January 29th at 10:30 am, Fireside.  
 
Video discussion, The Challenge of Paul, with 
John Dominic Crossan, Sundays after worship Jan-
uary 27th - March 17th, in the Conference Room,  

 
Are you or your family interested in helping? 

The following jobs are available EVERY WEEK! 

1. Usher/Greeters 
2. Sound/Tech Volunteer 

3. Coffee Hour Host 

http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904084eacaa2da75-head 

 



 

 

 

Two years ago, I never would have imagined such an experience as I have had here at Community 
Congregational United Church of Christ. 

I am so grateful to have found a place of employment where I was welcomed, and appreciated, and 
loved on, from day one. 

You have each, one by one, and collectively, made coming to work a joy. I love that I worked for a place 
that does so much for our community; our friends and neighbors and loved ones. I love that I worked in 
an environment of total inclusivity (it was why I picked you!) and acceptance, and most of all, love. 

Love just permeates this building and all that each of you do. From fixing damaged areas of the church 
to decorating the Sanctuary, making coffee to running huge volunteer programs- it all matters, it all 
makes a difference, each one of you is a drop in a pool of love that ripples out. 

So thank you for that, for teaching me, for sharing with me, for supporting me and encouraging me, for 
sharing this community of love. I love you, too, and I will miss you.  

Thank you for the best job I’ve ever had, and the best boss in the world. It has been an honor and a 
 privilege. 

Thank you for flowers, and chocolate, holiday cards, and homemade jam,  thank you for sharing your 
travel, thank you for all the great talks while folding bulletins, thank you for smiles and laughs and hugs
- thank you so much for being you and spreading love. 

Keep it up  

 

Michelle Mason  

 
 
 
We welcome Berta Niyazova, who will be 
our new Office Administrator.  Many of you 
already know Berta as our childcare person 
on Sundays, and she will continue to serve 
in that capacity, as well. Berta’s hours as 
Office Administrator will be: 

Monday:  8:30a m-10:30 am 
     12:30 pm-4:00 pm 

Wednesday:  8:30a m-10:30 am 
     12:30 pm-4:00 pm 

Friday:  8:30a m-10:30 am 
     12:30 pm-4:00 pm 
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JUSTICE and WITNESS report 
 
Our Neighbors in Need offering in October brought in $1127 for the United Church of Christ fund that 
gives grants for social justice work by local churches across the U.S. Our recent Adopt-a-Highway 
cleanup work day yielded 18 bags of garbage and 3 bags of recyclables, collected by 9 volunteers 
from CCUCC. Our church hosted a presentation by Crimson Group at WSU for faith groups interested in 
providing temporary safe space for undocumented immigrants .  Our Council approved a resolution ap-
proving use of our building in this way. 
 
The Thrift Shop Board has designated this year's recipients of grants for local charitable organizations:  
$500 each to Pullman Child Welfare, Community Action Center, Alternatives to Violence, and Family 
Promise of the Palouse. 
 
Thanks to Wanda Terry for volunteering to facilitate our CCUCC participation in local Meals on Wheels 
delivery which begins next February 15-28. 

Volunteer opportunities: 

• Pullman Schools Pantry welcomes help in filling snack bags for families needing them for week-
ends and holidays.  Contact Kirstin Lightfoot, (509) 432-5322 or kirstinlightfoot@yahoo.com. 

• Teen Council, a peer-led sex-ed program which trains teenagers to teach others about sexual 
health, meets every Tuesday evening at the Planned Parenthood office at Gladish Center.  To pro-
vide a light meal for the group of 12, contact Nancy Mack at (509) 592-0072 or sign up at the Action 
Table. 

• Pullman Warming Center to be opened in cold weather to homeless people. from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
will be offered in the newly-acquired building for the future City Hall., 190 SE Crestview. The pro-
gram is under development and will need at least two volunteers for oversight each night that it is 
open. Information  & details available on the Action Table in our church entryway. If you have any 
questions, you can contact Nathan Weller at nathan_weller@hotmail.com. 

 

TEEN COUNCIL SUPPERS NEEDED— Our church 
provides suppers for Teen Council, a weekly 
training session for teens who are learning to ad-
vise their peers on relationship safety and sexual 
health. If you can help, please sign up at our Ac-
tion Table in the church entry or contact Mary 
Carloye.  An alternative to taking supper for 12 to 
the Gladish Community Center on Tuesdays at 
5:30 pm  is to donate $50 to the address given on 
the signup. Sign-up:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080F4BABAF23A6F58-palouse/7394277  

MEALS ON WHEELS— Meals on Wheels volun-
teers are needed for February 15-28 to deliver 
meals to Pullman 
seniors during lunch time. Meals are picked up at 
the Bishop Place kitchen by 11:15am for delivery 
to homes on a route that 
covers all Pullman neighborhoods. More infor-
mation is available on the Narthex table. Any 
questions, please contact Wanda Terry: (509) 595
-0450 oe wandaterry@yahoo.com . Please sign up 
using the Sign-Up Genius link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e084daaaa2aa0ff2-meals 
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NICARAGUA STUDENTS 

Christmas and New Year in Nicaragua 

 

The majority of the population in Nicaragua 
is Christian, so the holiday season is focused 
on Christian traditions. The Christmas holiday 
season usually starts on December 7 with 
the beginning of Purisima, which celebrates 
the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin 
Mary.  On this day people go to friends’ 
houses and sing songs about the Virgin Mary 
and Christmas. In response, the families give 
out oranges, sugar canes, candy, plastic 
bowls, pieces of cooked squash with brown 
sugar on top, or other plastic utensils.  Some 
places that are more well-to-do will even 
give out glass dishes. You can read Rick 
Steves’ description of his Purisma 
experience in Leon, Nicaragua at 
https://www.ricksteves.com/watch-read-
listen/nicaragua-pure-joy-in-a-humble-land 

 

On December 11-12, the 
communities celebrate the Virgin 
of Guadalupe. There is a shrine to 
the Virgin of Guadalupe, and an 
evening mass on the 11th with 
songs and celebration.  On the 
12th there is mass again at 1pm. 
That evening there is a procession 
through the streets with a statue 
of the Virgin, and the people dress 
in festive traditional clothes and 
dance along. 

During the holiday season, town 
central parks are decorated with 
lights and the nativity scene. 
Families celebrate together on 
Christmas and New Years.  New 
Years Eve ends with lots of 
firecrackers and fireworks.  There 
is a tradition where some families 
make a stuffed person out of old clothes, put a hat and shoes on it, and fill it with firecrackers. It sits 
by their house until midnight and then is lit in the streets-- the firecrackers go wild! The fireworks and 
burning of the stuffed person signify the old year is gone. 

  

More about the Nicaragua Scholarship Program at  aslafoundation.org  
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Church Staff 

 

Steve Van Kuiken, Minister  steve@pullmanucc.org 
Berta Niyazova, Childcare/Office office@pullmanucc.org 
Kathy Spencer, Organ/Piano khspencer44@gmail.com 

Maarika Vercamer, Choir Director maarika.v.17@gmail.com 
 

 

 

2018/19 Church Council 

Officers: Moderator, Herb Hill; Moderator-Elect, Tricia Grantham; Treasurer, Lee Bamesberger; 
Clerk, Kym Dye; Finance and Stewardship, Carl Hauser; Building and Grounds, Asa Clark; 

Faith Development, Jenn Hackman; Congregational Life, Sue Schell; Congregational Care, 
Beth Waddel; Shared Ministry, Charlene Toews; Justice and Witness, Mary Carloye 

525 NE Campus Street 

Pullman, WA  99163 
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