
 

 

Meet our new Director of Christian 
Education! 
 
First and foremost, I am so delighted that I can start this 
introduction off with a heartfelt thank you. The staff and 
congregation have been so welcoming since my arrival. 
The reception after the Sunday service was an 
unexpected surprise and I thoroughly enjoyed getting to 
know many of you and hearing your longitudinal 
journeys of faith as well as your personal narratives on 
how you arrived at Congregational Community United 
Church of Christ. In addition, the committees have been 
so great at extending their welcome and kindly updating 
the “New Guy” on their missions and current projects.  It 
is my sincerest hope that as I join your church and 
individual journeys of faith and that we collaboratively 
reflect the words of Paul the Apostle in Colossians 2:2: 

“My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have 
the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, 
namely, Christ” 

My spiritual journey originally began in the fundamentalist church; while theologically, 
hermeneutically, and ideologically many of the systemic beliefs no longer fit my worldview, 
those early experiences provided a rich foundation that speaks to my faith even today. 
When completing undergrad my goal was to serve in the church in a pastoral care role and 
my undergraduate internship was at Cedar River Counseling Ministries, which was an 
extension of a large 2000-member church in the Seattle area.   

The next part of my calling was to complete a Masters Degree in Christian Counselling with 
an emphasis in pastoral care and counseling. Shortly thereafter I began working at a 
counseling agency with individuals with complex mental health and psychosocial needs 
and as a result decided to go on and get a Masters in Clinical Social Work, and eventually a 
Ph.D. in the field of Counseling.  My career path veered away from the church into higher 
education where I was an Assistant Professor of Social Work and eventually became the 
Masters in Social Work Site Coordinator for a University. 
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CCUCC CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
July 24, 2019 

Present: Steve Van Kuiken, Lee Bamesberger, Carl Hauser, Asa Clark, Charlene Toews, Jenn Hackman, 
Sue Schell, Jann Hill, Kym Dye 

Steve presided over the meeting due to Tricia’s absence. The minutes from the previous meeting were 
approved as corrected, and the motion to receive the treasurer’s report was approved. 

The main order of business was creating a list of qualifications and nominations for the Long-Range 
Planning Committee. The chair of the committee, Herb Hill, will contact the people who were nominat-
ed to see if they will be on the committee. A motion was made to approve the list of names, and it 
passed unanimously. 

Action item: the Communications Committee asked the council to approve which option of our church 
name will be on the directional street signs in Pullman. The unanimous choice was: “Congregational 
U.C.C. Church”. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kym Dye, clerk  

The Congregation offers support to: 
 
Marge Muir, under hospice care, Bishop Place, apartment 210 
 
Judy Sorem, at home, recovering from a broken hip 
 
(please call the church office to add Thoughts and Prayers to the next newsletter.) 

While teaching my interest in working with individuals on a spiritual path never really went 
away.  I pioneered courses for psychology and social work students on working with individuals 
from various spiritual faiths and backgrounds and was brought in as a guest lecturer for many 
courses where faculty felt they couldn’t address issues of faith & spirituality in the classroom.  
The last few years I have felt a calling back to the church not really fully knowing what that role 
would manifest as until this opportunity at Congregational Community United Church of Christ 
presented itself. 

I am excited that this new part of my spiritual path includes your congregation, your families, 
and you as individuals. In the words of Dr. David G. Brenner, “I deeply know the formation and 
transformation that is uniquely available when we journey in interdependence with soul friends 
and spiritual companions.  I also know with experiential certainty that learning and growing to-
gether yields results which are infinitely richer then learning and growing apart from interaction 
and interdependence on others.” (Benner, 2019).   

In love and service, 
 
Heath  
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September Birthdays and *Anniversaries 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If 
you would like a birthday or anniversary to be 

added or removed, please let us know! 
office@pullmanucc.org 

 
Visit the Online Calendar for all the 

latest happenings at CCUCC! 
pullmanucc.org/calendar/ 

 
Church Team Meetings  

Tuesday Sept. 10 

Tuesday  Sept. 17 

Wednesday Sept. 18 

Wednesday  Sept. 18 

Wednesday  Sept. 18 

Thursday  Sept. 19 

Tuesday  Sept. 24 

Wednesday  Sept. 25 

  

for the month of September 

6:30 pm Congregational Life 

9:30 am Shared Ministry 

12:00 pm Congregational Care 

 7:00 pm Building and Grounds 

 7:00 pm Stewardship and Finance 

7:00 pm Justice and Witness  

7:00 pm Faith Development 

7:00 pm Council 

BISHOP PLACE 
HYMN SING  

 
September 1st 

 at 3:00pm 

 
GET READY FOR CAMP! 

  Join us for a relaxing and fun weekend 
at N-Sid-Sen September 13-15!   

N-Sid-Sen is UCC’s camp on beautiful 
Lake Coeur d Alene; activities for the 

weekend include hiking, boating, swim-
ming, crafting, singing, visiting and edu-

cational sessions.   

The food is great and accommodations 
range from more rustic to hotel-like.   

Please sign up for camp at www.n-sid-
sen.org; scholarships are available 

(please contact Jenn Hackman 
at jennhackman@hotmail.com). 

2*  Steve Patton & Stephanie Kane 
3*  Karl & MaryAnn Boehmke  
7*  Herb & Jann Hill 
11 Gary Schell 
12 Diane Worthey 
17 Jared Holstad  
19 Stephanie Kane 
20 Nicholas Lovrich  
20* Nick & Katherine Lovrich  
29 Jeanne Holstad 
  

FOOD BANK FOCUS- Second Sundays of the 
month!  
You may bring your contributions to the box in the 
church entryway, and we will take them to the food 
banks! Checks made out to CCUCC and noted 
“Food Banks” in the memo line are also wel-
come.  Summertime brings increased need for 
food as children are not in school.  
 We suggest the following:: - canned fruits, vegeta-
bles or  protein sources (tuna, chicken)- toilet pa-
per and tissue- healthy snacks (granola bars, nuts, 
yogurt pouches). Be sure to check expiration dates 
for foods! 

ROGER WILLIAM SYMPOSIUM IN NOVEMBER 

The next Roger Williams Symposium speaker will 
be Robin R. Meyers on November 2-4. We will use a 

couple of his excellent books for upcoming adult 
education/faith development opportunities: The 
Underground Church: Reclaiming the Subversive 

Way of Jesus, will be discussed Tuesdays at noon, 
September 3 - October 29 and Saving Jesus From 
The Church: How to Stop Worshiping Christ and 

Start Following Jesus, will be discussed Sundays at 
11:45 am, September 8 -October 27.  

 
He will preach at Community Congregational United 
Church of Christ at 10:30 am on Sunday November 3.  

 
More details on the Common Ministry website: 
https://interfaith-house.com/events/symposium/ 



 

 

Announcements  

As part of World Communion Sunday observance, our church will have a special offering for Neighbors 
in Need on October 6, 2019.   

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports minis-
tries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN donations support the 
Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's Justice 
and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct ser-
vice projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organiza-
tions doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from di-
rect service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, special 
consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communi-
ties. Our CCUCC congregation has a long history of supporting these important ministries and wel-
comes your contributions. 
 

Faith in Action Network director Paul Benz will present a work-
shop at Trinity Lutheran on Oct. 12 and preach at CCUCC 
on Oct.13. Faith Action Network is a “national community or-
ganizing network that gives people of faith the tools that they 
need to fight for justice and work towards a more equitable 
society.” Their agenda is built on the current critical issues: 
economic dignity, gun violence, health care, immigrant justice, 
mass incarceration, and voting rights/democracy. The work-
shop is an opportunity for our church community members to 
become informed about and involved in the work of this advo-
cacy organization. 
  

THE PULLMAN COUNCIL ON AGING needs help to continue funding the Meals on Wheels program that 
our Church supports with volunteer drivers who deliver one hot meal a day to house-bound people.  It’s 
become harder and harder for PCCoA to qualify for and receive any significant grants for small non-
profits.  A $50 per person fundraising dinner at Regency Senior 
Living will be held October 5.   
Contact Chandra Dunker for tickets:  Tel: 509-288-2648. 
Donations for a silent auction are being sought.  Our church's 
Thrift Shop will donate a gift basket and we are looking for valua-
ble items to put into it.  The Thrift Shop Board has approved a 
$1000 donation already.  This is the first time the PCCoA has at-
tempted a fundraiser.  The $20,000 goal will cover staff wages 
and most of the program expenses.  Staff work from home so 
there is no office expense.  The fundraiser will probably become 
an annual event unless the granting opportunities change.  If you 
wish to donate money, use the form on the Action Table in the 
Narthex.  Keeping Pullman's Meals on Wheels program going is 
important! 
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Looking for a fun way to volunteer? Sign up to help or-
ganize our parking lot during WSU Home football 
games! We need two Game Day Parking Volunteers for 
September 7 at 2 pm, and all the rest of the Home 
games (times are TBD but home schedule is up.  
Contact the church office or Sue Schell 
(sueschell@roadrunner.com) for more information.  

The final Adopt-A-Highway pickup for 2019 will   
be September 29. 

Come one and all, many hands make light work. 

We will meet at church to car pool at 1:00 PM. 

Please contact Lynn McCollough 
at lmccollough@gmail.com or 360-48-2049           
if you are a newcomer to this undertaking.         
But please join in! 

Volunteer Spotlight 

PRIDE MARCH and FESTIVAL 
 
The Palouse Pride March and Festival in East City Park, Moscow, was lively, festive, and well-attended 
on August 24th.   CCUCC was represented by 9 of us and a banner in the march, and 7 worker-bees 
put in hours creating, setting up, staffing, and taking down our display in the park. 
 
A great big shout-out and thanks go to Bill Kerr, Suzanne Kopan-Sakwa, Charlene Toews and Michael 
Dillahunty, Lynn McCollough, Nancy Mack, Tim Paulitz and Nancy Nydegger, Heath Walters, and Ste-
ve and Isabelle Van Kuiken. 
 
Registration fees support the work of Inland Oasis, the Moscow-based sponsoring organization which 
creates services and programs for the local LGBTQ+ community. 
 

- Mary Carloye, for the CCUCC Justice and Witness Team  
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NICARAGUA UPDATE 

Schools in Nicaragua begin in February and continue through December, so our students are hard at 
work now during their second semester of this school year.  Here are some additional photos of life in 
northwestern Nicaragua, around Condega.  

 

 

 
First – high school students with their 
teacher Erling, a former Asla 
scholarship recipient himself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second – a bridge over a river near 
Santa Teresa where Jess lived when 
she was a Peace Corps volunteer. Jess 
helped to rebuild this bridge after 
Hurricane Mitch destroyed it in 1998. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Third – Tobacco crops growing under 
netting near Santa Teresa.  Many 
families grow crops like these, and in a 
similar manner.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Learn more about the Nicaragua Scholarship Program at aslafoundation.org   
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Church Staff 

 

Steve Van Kuiken, Minister  steve@pullmanucc.org 
Heath Walters, Director of Christian Education heath@pullmanucc.org 
Berta Niyazova, Childcare/Office Admin office@pullmanucc.org 
Kathy Spencer, Organ/Piano khspencer44@gmail.com 

Maarika Vercamer, Choir Director maarika.v.17@gmail.com 
 

 

 

2019 Church Council 

Officers: Moderator: Tricia Grantham, Moderator-Elect: VACANT, Treasurer: Lee Bamesberger, 
Clerk: Kym Dye, Finance and Stewardship: Carl Hauser, Building and Grounds: Asa Clark, Faith 

Development: Jenn Hackman, Congregational Life: Sue Schell, Congregational Care: 
VACANT, Shared Ministry: Charlene Toews, Justice and Witness: Jann Hill 

525 NE Campus Street 

Pullman, WA  99163 
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