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At worship on Sunday, November 17
we welcomed three new members
who attended the recent Membership
Class with Rev. Van Kuiken and
entered the covenant of membership
here at Community Congregational
U.C.C. We are blessed by their
presence!
Jose Riera is a Ph.D. student and graduate assistant at WSU in Applied Linguistics and
Language Education. Born and raised in Puerto Rico, Jose moved to the United States to
pursue his studies and career. His interests include languages, history and natural
healing. He is the proud fathers of two grown daughters, one of whom is a student at
WSU.
Anne Salisbury recently moved to Moscow from Coeur d’Alene, where she had lived for
many years. Her daughter, Cynthia, also lives in Moscow. A cradle Episcopalian, Anne
was more recently a member of Shalom Church in Spokane, a joint Mennonite/U.C.C.
congregation.
Wyn Andrews Richards and her daughter Siobhan (pronounced sha-von) recently moved
to Pullman from Lincoln, Nebraska. Wyn has been in the U.C.C. for more than 20 years
and enjoys singing, cooking, pets and liberal politics. She is a Ph.D. student in English at
WSU. Siobhan is in the third grade at Jefferson Elementary School.
ADVENT ACTIVITES
November 30 - Christmas Tree Cutting and Hanging of
the Greens, 9:30 am
December 8 - Choral-led worship
December 24 - Holiday Supper and crafts after service
December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship, 7:00 pm
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Holiday Meal and
Crafts - Join us on
December 15th after
service for a Holiday
meal and several
crafting projects!

TREE CUTTING EXCURSION— Tis the season...and
you’re invited to tromp through the Idaho woods
looking for the right Christmas tree for our sanctuary. And for our homes. Just go to Tri- State in
Moscow and get a tree cutting permit for $10.
We’ll meet in our church parking lot on Saturday,
November 30 at 9:30 AM to caravan our to our
destination through Troy and Deary. In the past,
we’ve stopped at the Pie Safe Bakery/Brush
Creek Creamery in Deary for lunch on our way
back. We’d love help with “The Hanging of the
Greens” in the sanctuary upon our return that afternoon. Questions? Call David Yonge at 5094326240 or Marion Yonge at 509-432-3858.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL—The next unit,
"Looking for Light," explores Advent (Hope, Joy,
Love and Peace) and will be offered 4 Sundays
in December, starting on December 1st. Please
register your K-5th graders for this session by
emailing Jenn Hackman at jennhackman@hotmail.com. We encourage families to
practice worship with kids over 8-9 during the
weeks "off" of Sunday School. Your kids may
even get an opportunity to help usher!

BISHOP PLACE HYMN SING
December 1 at 3:00pm

December Birthdays and *Anniversaries
1 Jann Hill
1 Doug Hindman
10 Maxine Bamesberger
12 Linda James
13 Judy Sorem Windsor
16 Miriam Stratton

If you would like a birthday or anniversary to be
added or removed, please let us know!
office@pullmanucc.org
Meeting date & time

Are you or your family interested in helping?
The following jobs are available EVERY WEEK!
1. Usher/Greeters
2. Sound/Tech Volunteer
3. Coffee Hour Host
Sign up here!
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904084eacaa2da75-head
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22 Katherine Lovrich
26 Kathleen Butts
27 *Karl Johanson &
Bobbie Ryder
30 Lee Powers
30 Mary Carloye

Church Team

Sunday

Dec 8

7:00 pm Just/Witness

Tuesday

Dec 10

7:00 pm Cong. Life

Wednesday Dec 11

7:00 pm Build/Grounds

Wednesday Dec 11

7:00 pm Just/Witness

Tuesday

Dec 17

9:30 am Shared Ministry

Tuesday

Dec 17

7:00 pm Faith Develop.

Wednesday Dec 18

5:00 pm Stew./Finance

Wednesday Dec 18

7:00 pm Council
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509-332-6411

pullmanucc@gmail.com

pullmanucc.org 2

NICARAGUA UPDATE:

In last month’s newsletter article about Nola, the scholarship coordinator for the Asla Foundation, we
said we’d describe one aspect of the deaf education program she is very involved in. Nola writes:
Since February I have been working with a US non-profit
organization called Manos Unidas to develop an online
application (app) to help parents, family, students, teachers, and
others involved with deaf people learn Nicaraguan Sign
Language. You can learn more about the non-profit and the
grant they were awarded for the app at https://
allchildrenreading.org/innovator/manos-unidas/. The online
app is called Señas Y Sonrisas (Signs and Smiles); you can
download it for free through the Google or Apple Play Stores.
It’s a wonderful app, because once you download it, you do not
need the internet to use it. This is very good here because many
of the parents of our deaf children live in communities that do
not have access to the internet.
The app was developed by a team: lead coordinator Kyle Duarte from Manos Unidas, a deaf person in
the United States, two deaf teachers from Nicaragua who make the signs on the videos in the app,
Gautam Lewis (who also filmed the two videos for the Asla Foundation), and me. Currently the app has
350 basic signs, and we hope to add more in the future. It is dear to my heart because I work with
several other projects that also help deaf students and teachers in our communities.
The Asla Foundation currently supports three deaf students who are studying at the university level
right now. One of those students is Delroy Nicolas Tatum Forbes who we wrote about in the October
2016 CCUCC newsletter – you can review that article on the next page. You can also visit the Señas Y
Sonrisas Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/SenasYSonrisasNI/?ref=py_c .
We urge you to download the app and see how clever it is!

Find more information about the Nicaragua Scholarship Program at aslafoundation.org
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In a previous article we highlighted Nola Nackerud, the Asla/Scholarship Coordinator in Condega who
works directly with our scholarship students. Nola joined the Peace Corps in 2001, at age 50. One of her
projects was working with deaf children and their families throughout northern Nicaragua. We asked her
to tell us about her experiences and the impact of the scholarship program on one of the deaf children,
Delroy (see photo below).

I became involved with the deaf in Nicaragua
when I was a Peace Corps volunteer. Having
worked with deaf students in the states made
me especially eager to learn Nicaraguan Sign
Language, and also my site, Condega, had a
school for the deaf at that time. It became my
secondary project for Peace Corps. I learned
that Nicaraguan Sign Language (NSL) is very
unique and was like the Big Bang for linguistics
all over the country. If you go on the internet
you can find out much about NSL. I also
learned about James and Judy Shepard-Kegl
who spent much time in Nicaragua in the 80’s
onward and started the Nicaraguan Sign
Language Project. In Bluefields, on the
Caribbean coast of Nicaragua, was a boarding
school for deaf children started by James and
Judy. I visited while a Peace Corps volunteer
and learned about what an amazing program
they started. The Ministry of Education
eventually took over the educational
responsibility for deaf students, so the school
closed. But some students, like Delroy, were
sent to Condega to finish their schooling.
This is a story about Delroy Nicolas Tatum Forbes. You might say that does not sound like a Nicaraguan
name. But it is a name from the Atlantic (Caribbean) Coast of Nicaragua, an area where not only Spanish is
spoken, but other languages including Kriol, Miskito, and Garifuna. It is an area of Nicaragua that has its
own unique history and culture. Delroy was born deaf to an all hearing family in Laguna de Perlas, a small
fishing village on the Atlantic coast. The language most spoken in the home is Kriol; however, the official
language in the schools is Spanish. No one in his family knows sign language. They mainly use home
signs and gestures with Delroy. Delroy had to leave his family in order to be able to study at a school for
the deaf, taking a boat to the small town of Bluefields, an hour and a half from his village. Delroy stayed
with a family there since he was only seven years old. There was also a house where the deaf teachers
stayed and some older deaf adults. Delroy studied through the sixth grade until the school closed. He
was then sent to Condega for high school, a very long way away from home, about 12 hours by bus. I had
the privilege of meeting Delroy and his family in both his village and in his school in Bluefields. When he
came to Condega, we were both so happy because we had a history and we had become good friends.
During his time in high school he helped in a pilot program with me and three other high school deaf
students. We would go to rural areas on Saturdays and visit families who had small deaf children. We
worked on sign language with the child and the whole family. Delroy was a natural teacher. It was a great
program but unfortunately only funded for one year. After Delroy graduated from high school he
returned to his family in Laguna de Perlas. When I heard about a teaching program in Esteli, near
Condega, that would include deaf students, I immediately thought of Delroy, so I took the long bus ride to
talk to him and his family in Laguna de Perlas. I explained to the family where he would study and stay.
They saw the great benefit an education could provide to Delroy--not only to learn, but to be able to
better communicate with others. Delroy left Laguna de Perlas to begin his college education in Esteli
(near Condega) this past year, studying to become a teacher. Delroy talked about several deaf children in
his village who are not able to study. His dream is to return to Laguana de Perlas and team-teach with a
hearing teacher, as they do in Condega. There is no deaf university or special program for deaf students
here in Nicaragua like Gallaudet University in the US. There are few resources and the rights of the deaf
are only now gradually being understood. However the Nicaragua Department of Education is adapting
and training interpreters for classes. Right now Delroy is taking Spanish classes to get ready for teaching
in January. So begins another chapter in Delroy’s life -- with the help of the Nicaragua Scholarship
Program and the Asla Foundation, he is able to study and become a teacher.
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Church Staff
Steve Van Kuiken, Minister
Berta Niyazova, Childcare/Office Administrator
Kathy Spencer, Organ/Piano
Maarika Vercamer, Choir Director

steve@pullmanucc.org
office@pullmanucc.org
khspencer44@gmail.com
maarika.v.17@gmail.com

2019 Church Council
Officers: Moderator: Tricia Grantham, Moderator-Elect: VACANT, Treasurer: Lee Bamesberger,
Clerk: Kym Dye, Finance and Stewardship: Carl Hauser, Building and Grounds: Asa Clark, Faith
Development: Jenn Hackman, Congregational Life: Sue Schell, Congregational Care:
VACANT, Shared Ministry: Charlene Toews, Justice and Witness: Jann Hill
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